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The Moſt Rev the Archbi ſhops, 
The Right Reva the Bi ſhops, 
| The Learned Univerſities, 
AND 
The Revd theClergy of this King- 
dom, 


This | 
ETECTTION, 


originally undertaken, and now completed, with 
a View to ſerve the Cauſe of Proteſtants, and 
to prevent future Impoſitions of this dangerous 
Nature, is moſt humbly inſcribed, as to proper 
Jupoxs of the Evidence and Importance of the 


Diſcovery, 


By their moſt obedient humble 


Servant 


The AuTuoR. 
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APPENDIX, 


Amongſt other Errata, correct the following: 
Page 40. I. 10. for no-paſſages read no ſuch paſſages, 
Page 83, Contents of © Cha er, for Torre . read Torre: 


Exiſlence; and for cerata r. Macerata. 
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CHAP. 1. 


(3) 
C HAP. 1. 
Reaſons for reviving this Sub 


W OU LD not have it ſuppoſed, that I thought 
it neceſſary to revive this ſubject, merely 
becauſe my antagoniſt, hardened in iniquity, per- 
fiſts in his inſolent attempts ro evade a char 
whoſe proofs are as ſtrong, as the facts are heinous. 
His laſt reply deſerved no anſwer, becauſe to po- 
ſitive evidence, and ſolid argument, it oppoſes ' 
only a freſh cargo of that vile abuſe, unſupported 
aſſertion. and Feſuitical Sophiſtry, which had been 
ſo liberally diſpenſed in his former performances, 
and were ſo effectually expoſed in my Full Con- 
futation. And though I am not ignorant that there 
are readers of that pliableneſs of underſtanding as to 
have no other rule of determining which fide of an 
argument to favour, but to know which of the ad- 
vocates had the laſt word, yet, perfectly ſatisfied that 
every reader capable of forming an opinion, has al- 
ready choſe his fide: I could never think it neceſſa · 
ry to deſcend to another combat with the outrageous 
Feſuit, whom I had driven out of every entrench- 
ment, merely to preſerve my ſuperiority in the unin- 
formed judgment of a few fluctuating ſpectators. 
Theſe I deſpiſe equally with another ſet of worthy 
and candid friends of the Jeſuit, who, in this con- 
troverſy, have ſo honorably diſplayed their impartia- 
lity, as to refuſe even to read the evidence that has 
been produced againſt him. 5 | 
However, tho? I never propoſed to revive a diſ- 
pute, already ſo long agitated, merely to ſhew, what 
every ſenſible reader could ſee without my help, the 
miſerable inſufficiency of this unhappy man's laſt 
vindication of himſelf a thought it would 
be 
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and what the public had a right to 
e, to take ſome method of conveying 
to their hands, any new inſtances of his daring 
ll fictions, wl might come to light. Such inſtances, 
1 more in number, and in conſequence, than could 
a have been well imagined, are aui come to light. 
Theſe having been lately communicated to me b 
the ſame. worthy gentleman to whom we owed the 
Letters to Father She 1 ſhould ill deſerve that 
approbation with which the public has rewarded my 
abborrence of iniguity, and my cnaeavauris io detect it, 
if I did not take the earlieſt opportunity of bringing 
Br once more before the bar of public juſtice, 
[ | to receive a fourth and a final\condemnatien. ; 
| 
| 


be my duty, 
expect Gol 
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1 ſhould be extremely: ſorry, if any one could 

think me ſo weak, as to hope that any thing I 
can now publiſh :ſhould produce an alferation of opi- 

nion, in the few perſons of merit, who, for reaſons. 

beſt known to themſelves, but unaccountable to 

others, ſtill perſiſt in protecting one proved to be ſo 

| unworthy of their protection. They who have re- 

I ſiſted the force of the evidence produced already, 

1 will, no doubt, be uniform, in reſiſting the evidence: 

| which I ſhall zow ? produce. What I principally aim 

at, is to complete the pifzure which, till now, I 

could only delineate ; that, beſides gratifying the 

curioſity of thoſe who may be deſirous of tracing 

B — through all his diſguiſes, the end of my 

detection of him may be more fully obtained: The 

public, by ſeeing how far this range man has ven- 

tured to carry his attempts to deceive, will be more 

a upon their guard againſt future impoſitions: and 
| by following him through the amazing extent of 
| bis unparalleled hypecriſy, as I propoſe, in the pre- 
Þ ſent ſheets, we ſhall have an inſtructive tho' a me- 
* Jancholy leſſon, how far the poſſibilities of guilt, may 

| be exemplified, in a living charatier., - We 
. 8 C HAS 
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made to fereen himſelf from detection, the 
uſbing mneſs of countetiance which he poſ⸗ 
ſefles, and the i»/dlent” perſeV*rence with Which he 
berfifts in in his mlquity e ate appearances fo af 
toniſhing, that ſome may doubt wherher it be poſſi- 
ble for guilt to retdin, ſo obſtinately, the pretenſſons 
to innocence. But that human nature can arrive at 
fach depravity is but too certain; and they who will 
not acknowlege this in the caſe 4.4 r will 
ſee it fully illuftrated in the . caſe of another 
of the age, the infamous Beynahd Fourmer.” Here W 
may obſ 4% 4 man petſevering during ſeventeen 
years im a fraud as inſolent, as it wWas il 8 
undaunted by the terrots 'of the law; appeatin 
with atonithin effrontery, in the court "Juſtice, 
Where his vilkalny was proclaimed. and 0 
foiled and detected by ke decree of an impartial 
Judge, yer ſtill, ſuperior to his infaty ; and trium- 
ing, in an appeal to the public, as having 
85 Victory, amidiſt att” A of his 4.17008 
When | peruſed the atcount of this Pg Bond pitac 
8 the biſhop of Wincheſter, as ſtated in his lord- 
- 7 s maſterly pamphlet (a), 1 could not, (and, 1 
believe, no body can) avoit drawing 4 parallel be- 
tween the two converts, the Mohk of Chalis, and the 
Fejuit of Materata. And the impudent petfeverence 
of the latter, tho? it cannot be exceeded by the” be- 


: — of the former, i is greatly Wpſtratedby | it. 


"Ed; 6. Biſhop. of Winehefe's rea to Clement Cheer 
: 0 "T7 2 Hani 36 65 i 9 
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But B— r and Fournier are not more alike, in 
their behaviour under demonſtrated guilt, than they 
are in their being able, under ſuch circumſtances, 
ſtill to meet with protectors. The conjunction of 


© detetied impoſture and acknowledged merit, is a very 


ſingular appearance; and yet, from the great pre: 
late's performance, we ſee that Fournier, tho ſo 
clearly convicted of impoſture, can ſtill boaſt of 4 
patron of a perfectly good character, one who has the re- 
putation of à very worthy perſon and of great integrity 
(b). However, it ſeems, that this very worthy perſon, 
this man of grea! integrity, can think it conſiſtent 
with ſuch a character, to reſiſt the repeated endea- 
vours of the biſhop to ſet him right; to diſregard the 
moſt ſtriking proofs of his friend's guilt, upon the 
fimple pretence that he had never found him di- 
honeſt ; and what is ſtill more uncommon, tho” he 
profeſſed himſelf ready to acknowledge an giteration of 
opinion, as ſoon as the voice of public juſtice ſhould de- 
clare itſelf, we find him refuſing ſuch, acknowledge- 
ments, and encouraging the impoſtor to add new inſults 10 
Bis former, by giving his hand to ſome part of what he 
diſperſed about the world to blacken (, the venerable 


and much injured prelate, | we 5.8 


While ſuch a wretch can boaſt. of fuch protection, 
no one need deſpair : and, if B——- is equally for- 
tunate, as he ſo, confidently boaſts, (d), what can 
fuch an unaccountable encouragement, ſtzetched out 
to him, prove, but that other patrons, beſides Cle- 
ment Chevallier Ei; have that ready ear and unin; 
quiring Lounge, (e), which will always give, encou- 
ragement to an inſinuating flatterer to hazard, his 


Ky | b) Biſhop of Wincheſters . i841 
25 2 0 a Mr 8 ne 5 
(% See his defences and particularly the reply p. 54. 58. . 
; (e) Biſhop of Wincheſter p. 39. „ a 
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Aftions? But tho. Fournier may have the character of 
honeſty at Aſpall- Hail, . B. r at —, the judg- 
ment of the nation is impartial; and while the de- 
tection of the former, by the biſbop, not merely in 
vindication of bimſelf, but to do ſervice to ſociety, by 
repreſenting an Juſtance of uncommon iniquity, and per- 
ſeyerence in wilful wickedneſs, () hath met with that 
warm approbarion which it, deſerved; - this is no 
+, fmall encouragement to me to proceed at preſent in 
my detection of 4A—d Br, as an inſtanceof uncom- 
mon iniquity and ,' perſeverence in wilſul wickedneſs, 
equally ſtriking with that repreſented by the great 
detector of Fournier, Indeed, I am not abſe to 
ſtate evidence with that maſterly perſpicuity, and 
exact preciſion, which every one admires in bis per- 
formance, However, I ſhall not deſpair of the ſame 
favourable attention which l met with in the former 
part of che controverſy for I. ſhall take the ſame 
methods to deſerve it, by a ſteady adherence to truth, 
uninfluenced by any motives of reſentment, as un- 
biaſſed by any prejudices of attachment; careful only | 
to point out to proteftants, from a true principle of 
| Proteſtant zeal, the dangerous character of a pre- 
tended champion; and ſtudious to do juſtice to my 
countrymen, in general, who have been for years, 
inſolentiy abuſed by the fiftions of a man, whom I 
have already proved, by the ſtrongeſt evidence, to be 
the author of a /cene of impoſture, perbaps the moſt 
impudent that can be met with in the annals of any coun- 
_try(g); and the amazing extent of which will be 
ſeen in the preſent ſheets. | | 


But, before 1 produce the many additional 8 
* this man's e impaftres, a fares 
| | OP) n 
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diſtinct view of the ſtate of the diſpute, ſb far a5 
hath been already confidered, will be proper. For 
ſome, perhaps, into whoſe bands this may fall, have 
not peruſed the former dete ions: oibers, who have 
peruſed them, may be glad to ſee the arguments 
ſcattered through three large pamphlets brought inte 
4 narrow compaſs: and very reader, will approve. 
of my giving ſuch a view of what has been proved 
already, in order to connect the different parts of 
the controverſy, and to ſerve as an introduction r 
the many new diſeoveriis, which are now to de 
communicated And though, in this wretebed” 


man's laſt wretched performance, no one fact char- 


ged upon him hath been difproved, his weak ere- 
dulous friends ſhall, however, be fo far humoured,” 

as to find ſome notice taken, in the courſe of the pre- 
ſent work, of every thing which their perverted 
underſtandings have conſidered as a real anſwer to the 
heavy charge. De bens e 1 9V x ; ot 15 
„C 100 
2 .C H A P. A. III. 3 2 {07 
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The evidence, produced to prove tbe genui nene 
4 | i of the letters, fummed up, 1 178995 
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THE charge is as follows; that A B----#, 
above twenty years after his arrival in England, 
and ' pretended converſion to proteſtantiſm, wrote 
ſubmiſſive and penitential letters to . Father Sheldon, 
provincial of the Jeſuits, from which body he had de- 
ſerted. And in ſupport of this charge, the very let- 
ters, being ſeven in number, are produced, by Sir 
Henry Bedingfeld, a gentleman of acknow] 

worth, and whoſe intimacy with Father Sheldon ſuf- 
ficiently accounts, for his getting poſſeſſion of ſuch 
letters. That theſe letters are, indeed, writ by 


| 98 (.9 oy a 
Hf 3— r, and not a forgery, as he pretends, 
hath been aſſerted and proved by the following ar- 
guments, which I ſhall abrige. . 


yy 0 * 5 AN 
4 . 


5 I. Similitude of hand, which is the firſt thing that 
offers itſelf upon a diſpute of this nature, pleads 


ſtrongly for the genuineneſs of the /etters. They 


have been compared, frequently, and minutely, with 
many undoubted ſpecimens of B —'s hand writing 


and the greateſt poſſible reſemblance is viſible an 


indiſputable. Beſides this, mam perſons, perfectly well 
acquainted with B's hand, ſome of them who 


have had dealings with him for years, have upon ſee- 


ing the letters, declared that they are writ in a hand ſo 
like B-—-'s, that they are ready to ſwear, if cal. 
led upon, to their full belief of the identity, Si- 
militude of hand, when there is ſuch a quantity of 
writing to be compared as ſeven long letters, is a 
kind of teſtimony which can hardly be reſiſted ; 
and that thoſe who are acquainted. with B——r's 
writing, and have not had an opportunity of ſeeing 
the letters in diſpute, may be enabled to form a jud- 
gment by truſting: to their own eyes, I have thought 
it would not be amiſs to have ane of the letters 
and one of the receipts exactly engraved. And by 
turning to the appendix No. 1, they who can judge 
of the fimilitude of hand will be ſatisfied; and every 
other perſon will ſee that there is not the leaſt appear- 
ance of conſtraint, which would certainly betray it- 

ſelf, had the writing been counterfeit (*). 
| B 2. The 


) See this argument treated more at large in the Six 
Let. ill. p. 43, 44 and full conf. p. 80. EN 
(Mr. B 
not ſeen the original of this and the other letters in the phſ- 
, feffion of Sit H----y Bd. For early laſt ſummer, Mr. 
Sandby, his Bookſeller, was defired to acquaint” him _ 
N | + 444% Ih3s Th. 4 N 6 21 Ns ir 


r knows that it is his own rack if he Tos 
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2. The letters have been produced in ſuch a con- 


dition, as is inconſiſtent with the ſuppoſition of their 


being forged to prove that B r correſponded with 
Father Sheldon ; tor they are neither directed to him, 


nor are they ſubſcribed by the former; five have no 


direction at all, and the other two are directed to one 


Elliot Brown ; and A. B. is the fulleſt deſignation 
which the writer gives of himſelf, Would forgers 


have omitted, the moſt obviouſly neceſſary part of 
the forgery (i)? | | 


3. The forgery is ſuppoſed to have been contrived, 
as a puniſhment of B — x, for writing his 5 
of the Popes; and yet it is certain from the poſt marks 
on one of the letters that it actually was writ and 
ſent by the poſt in 1746, almoſt a year before he pu- 
bliſhed his propoſals, and two years before he pu- 


| bliſhed his bitory (+), 


4. Three of the letters have no dates, and we are 
left to our gueſſes and conjectures, as to the order (/) 


Sir H. -, that he might at any time, ſee the letters, in the 


in 


2 — 


preſence of any friend of his own, one of Sir H-, and 


whoſe reaſons, for deſiring witneſſes upon ſuch an occaſion, 
are very obvious. pA 6 5 
(i) See this argument in ſix letters illuſt. p. 44, 45. 

(4) See De. p. 53, 54. | 7 


(1) T will-not be poſitive, that I have ranged theſe letters 
when I publiſhed them, in the order of time in which they 


were writ. I have had no rule to direct me, but a careful 


peruſal of them, and there was great difference of opinion 


about this, amongſt ſome gentlemen who had acceſs to ſee 


other 


them. If therefore, I ſhould happen to be miſtaken, as to 
ithe arrangement I have preferred, this far from being a mark 
of the correſpondence being forged, is indeed à proof of it's 
- genuineneſs, as it ſhews that the perſons who have produced - 
:.the letters, are as much in the dark about them, as every 


e 


in which they are to be read; and a forger could not 
have omitted what was abſolutely neceſſary, that his 
tale might be conſiſtent, and have the leaſt con- 
| | ny A 1 I F< 


other indifferent perſon who is left to his own gueſſes and 
conſectures. Mr. B——=7, is the only one who has it 
his power to remove the obſcurity of theſe letters, by an ho- 
neſt confeſſion of his views and motives in writing them. 
And, till he does this, tho' the ſeeming inconſifencies.in bis 
conduct, ſhould not be clearly accounted for, this will be no 
proof that the letters are not genuine. For this reaſo 
therefore, what he ſays, in his reply, p. 46, 47, about the 
improbability of his publiſhing bis preface, a breaking off 
his correſpondence with the Feſwits, after he had hopes given 
him of ſtill being ſaved, as appears from the letter of the 
27th of March, will not in the leaſt ſerve his purpaſe, even 
tho* we could not account for this conduct, But his co 
duct here, can be accounted for. For tho', he had hopes 
given him, as mentioned in the ſeventh letter, of March 27, 
he had, in the poſtſcript to the ſixth, already told Mr. 
Sheldon that he muſt make him eaſy within a Fartnight, as 
the means of preventing the impending ruin. If therefore 
this Fortnight elapſed without any certainty of his being 
made eafy, we ſee a plain reaſon why B. ſhould cloſe 
his correſpondence which had not ſucceeded, and change his 
language. In which circumſtances we can account for. his 
throwing off the maſk immediately after ; for his 8 
his preface and his threatening to advertiſe Mr. Sheldon, i 
the news papers, and to hang him, as he told Mrs, Hoyles, 
a method of applying for his money which proved more ef- - 
fectual than his canting offers to return, and his pitiful 
of the woman and child, —I ſhould not have thought 1 
neceſſary to take any notice of this miſerable attempt to prove 
the, forgery of the 7th, letter, if I had. not learnt, with 
_ ſurpriſe, that one of B——r's friends, a gentleman 'of 


ſenſe and earning. was greatly pleaſed with it. Can it be 
pollible that prejudice ſhould have ſuch power ! And yer 1 
will not ſuſpect other motives. . 


FOB ee 


( 12 ) 
5. The matter contained in the letters, is an irre- 
fragable proof, that they are no forgery. They are 
obſcure, dark, and, without a key given, abſolutely 
unintelligible; they give imperfect hints of ſome 
money affair, ſpeak ot a woman and a child, and in 
ſhort, are full of ſuch particularities as we may well 
ſuppoſe in a genuine correſpondence, the exact mo- 
tives of the writer being unknown; but which 
could never poſſibly enter into the imagination of a 
forger, who, it he had been to write ſeven long let- 
ters in the name of B ——r, that he might ruin his 
character with Proteſtants, would have come cloſer 
to the point, and expreſsly mentioned thoſe topics 
which, in the letters, are only hinted at; and have 
made that his principal ſubject, which is juſt touched 
upon, in one or two paſſages (n). | 


6. While we obſerve ſuch internal marks of ge- 
nuineneſs, no internal appearance of ſpuriouſneſs 
hath been diſcovered in the letters, with all Mr. 
B s Jeſuitical talents, in commenting and re- 
marking upon them. Fa'ſe dates, which he objected, 
1 ſhewed there were not; and tho? there be fa//e fatts, 


the letters may be writ by a deceiver (1); nay we 


affirm B r to be ſuch, 


7. But the letters appear to be genuine, not ouly 


. by the /imilitude of band, and the other circumſtan- 


ces obſerved - above, but, farther, are proved to 


be ſuch, by the poſtive teſtimony of witneſſes privy 
to the tranſaftion. The affidavit of the perſon who 


jaw B r write one of the letters, heard him 
read it, and received it from him to fend to Sheldon, 


(m) See this argument in ſix letters, ill. p. 44, 45. 
-  (n) dee this argument in ſix letters, ill. p. 45, 46, and in 
ull conf, 64, 65, 60. | 


is 


( 13 ) 
is in the hands of Sir Henry Bedingfeld; and another 
perſon, is upon the ſpot, who when called upon pro- 
perly, is ready to make oath that two of the letters 
were put into his hands by B———r to be forward- 
ed to Sheldon; which two letters he directed; and 
every body, upon comparing the directions of thoſe 
letzecs, with ſpecimens of this Perſon's writing, will 
ſee that what he can atteſt, muſt be true 0). 

8. The teſtimony of William Sheldon, Eſq; brother 
to Father Sheldon, is of the utmoſt conſequence,” who 
has declared that his brother ſhewed him a letter which 
he ſaid was from B r, by which be deſired to 
Have his. money repaid bim, in order to provide for the 
woman. before be could return. Now tho* Mr. Wil- 
' liam Sheldon adds that he did not peruſe this letter, 
nor ſee B r's name to it, and conſequently can- 
not, from his own knowlege, prove that any one 
of the ſeven letters produced by Sir H B. is the 
individual letter his brother ſhewed him, yet cer- 
tainly his evidence will prove the truth of the correſ- 

pondence in general ). | 


CHAP. 


(o) See Sir H. B.'s letter, full conf, p. 73, 74. 5 
(p) See Mr. Sheldon's letter in full conf. p. 77, 78. Mr. 
. B—r who was aware of the force of this teſtimony, in his 
reply p. 42, 43. does all he can to invalidate it; but the 
, miſerable quibbles to which be is obliged to have recourſe, 
ſerve only to ſhew the weakneſs of his cauſe. Firſt he ob- 
jects that, when the letters produced by Sir H B -— 
7 became the talk of the public, this very gentlemen (Mr. 
Mill. Sheldon) declared to a Noble Lord at Bath, tube men- 
tianed them to him, that he knew nothing at all them. But 
that there is not the leaſt inconſiſtence between this decla- 
ration, and the teſtimony afterwards given, is obvious. 
It appears from Mr. Will. Shelden's letter, that be did not 

ruſe B——r's letter to his brother, ſo that had tl 
Noble Lord gone farther than he did, and even put all the ſe- 
yen letters into Mr. Will. Sheldon's hands, he could, with 
| the 


. 
* 


(14) 
C H A P. IV. 


Profi of — money tranſaction . with the 
Jeſuits, and reflexions on it. 
ESI DE s the above poſitive and direct proofs 


of the genuineneſs of 57's correſpondence 
with Sheldon, his ſecret tranſactions with his order, 


* 


tranſactions inconſiſtent with his pretenſions to Pro- 


teeſtantiſm 


the ſtricteſt regard to truth, have ſaid, that he knew nothing 
at all of them, What Mr Will. Sheldon bears witneſs to is, 


that there was a correſpondence between B——-r and his 


brother, which may be. true, and yet all the ſeven letters 


might have been forged. — But farther, how could Mr. Will. 


Sheldon do otherwiſe than tell the Noble Lord that he #new 
nothing at all of the letters in queſtion? When this con- 
verſation happened at Bath, Mr. Sheldon had not ſeen them, 


nor could he know with any certainty their contents, For 


they were not publiſhed till many months after this conver- 
fation, and fo far was Mr, Sheldon from having any oppor- 


tunity of ſeeing the letters, before they were printed, that 


he had not ſeen Sir H. B. nor correſponded with him 


for ſome years, Had the Noble Lord aſked Mr Wil. 


liam Sheldon, whether or no he had ever heard his bro- 


ther the provincial ſay that he had received ws letters 
ved an 


from 5B— , and to this queſtion had rec 
anſwer in the negative; then, indeed, his Lordſhip 


might well be ſurpriſed to find Mr. Sheldon's 22 


produced. But as the caſe is now ftatedy which is the ſtr 
truth, there is an entire agreement between the declaration 


made to the noble Lord at Bath, and the letter publiſhed in 
the full confutation. I need not mention the reaſons why 


Mr. Sheldon ſhould have been fo ſhy of giving his Lordfh 
any ſatisfaction; they may be gueſſed at by thoſe who'know 


3. #5 good luck in having ſo good a friend, — What- 


ever may be the ſentiments of any other friend of B.. 


- > 8 
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teſtantiſm, have been proved by facts, which are the 
rongeſt collateral evidences for the genuineneſs of 

the letters, and which would equally have diſplayed 

the impoſture of his character, tho xo letters had 
been produced. f | 


The firſt thing that offers itſelf, is the money 
tranſaction between B—r and the Feſuits; which 
the letters mention, and which has been demonſtrated 
by the following proofs : 


about this, I think I can be certain that I ſhall have given 
entire ſatisfaction to the Noble Peer himſelt. 
The ſecond objection B——r makes to Mr. Sheldon's teſ- 

. timony is that it ſpeaks of his deſiring his money, in order to 
provide for the womanibefore he could return. Now ſays B——r 
(reply p. 43) this contradicts point blank what father Carteret 14 

told a Noble. Duke, that I returned in 1744, or 1745. Mark 9 
Here à groſs falſification ! It is no where ſaid that Car- 4 
teret told the Noble Duke that B-——r had returned, * 
All that the father told the Duke, as may be ſeen, p. "Nj 
74. of the fix letters ill, is, that at Mr. B r's earneſt i 
deſire he had carried on the negociation between him and the | 
general of his order. Father Carteret indeed did receive 
the penitent B-—- again in 1744, or 1745.— But this 
cannot be called a return. It appears that the negociation 
with the general was ſubſequent to Carteret's readmiſſion of 
'B-—-x, for one of the letters mentions Mr. Retz the gene- 

ral's deſiring to #now what province would be moſt to B——r's 
ſatisfaftion, And till this was ſettled, B r could not 

be faid, to have returned. The only return that Fu- 

tber Sheldon and his brother ſpeak of, and which we ſhall 

find another witneſs ſpeak of by and by, is a return to ſome 

province, beyond Seas, which indeed I believe B r 
did not think of, tho' he could ſay, Non mea voluntas ſed tua 

Fat, and declare his being indifferent as to places. When a 
cauſe cannot be defended without wreſting and torturing an 
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1. By the evidence of Mrs. Hoyles, whom he con- 


66 


ſuſted whether he might put it into the hands 

of his body, for an annuity, ſaying it was all 
' their own, he having no property; and who aftew- 

wards heard him call it a woman's money (q). 


2. By the evidence of the perſon who introduced & 
him to the provincial Father Shireburn, heard 
him make an apology for his conduct, and offer 
his money ; for which affair Shireburn referred 
him to the procurator of the order, Father 
Hill (r). 


3. By Father Hill's account books, which men- 
tion B——-r's having paid to Mr. Shireburn, at 
three different payments, the firſt in Auguſt 
1741, the ſum of, i350, and his being repaid what 
was due to him, on the 20th. June 1747 (5). 


4 By the evidence of Mr. Maire, an eminent 
counſellor of Gray's Inn, who was told by Fa- 
ther Fill, that B——r had an annuity from the 
body and preſſed to have his money again (t). 


5. It is proved by receipts for the intereſt of this 
annuity, which B-—-r acknowleges he recei- 
ves from Father Shireburn, from his repreſen - 
tatives and from his ſucceſſor, Sheldon (4); and 
what is ſtill more deciſive, if poſſible, 


6. Ir is proved by entries in Mr. Wright the ban- 


ker's books, tallying with the above receipts, ' 
and confirming them (x). | 


(q) See Mrs. Flozles's nar. fix letters. ill. p.78. 

() See Sir H. B.'s letter, full conf. p. 3. 1 , 
(s) See fix letters, ill. p. 64. (t) Full conf. p. 42. 
() See tix letters, ill. p. 68, 69. One of the receipts is 
exactly engraved in the appendix, Ne. 1. e 


The 


(x) ſix letters ill. p. 72. 


66 


That A——dB———;, a convert from pope- 
ry, and a deſerter from the Jeſuits, ſhould, many years 
after his converſion, be ſo intimate with the Jeſuits, 
and place ſuch confidence in them as to put into 
their hands all that he was worth in the world, 
without any ſecurity but the perſonal bond of a 
man, who, as a Feſuit, had no property, and might 
leave England at a moment's warning; that this con- 
fidence ſhould be putby B——r in a ſet of Men, 
who, according to his own account of them, vill 
flick at nothing when the advantage of their order is at 
flake (y); and with whoſe attempts to kidnap and 
poiſon him, he was, at the very period, he was thus 
truſting them, amuſing his Proteſtant friends ; this 
tranſaction, independent of any other proof, will, 
in the judgment of every one, not hardened againſt 
conviction, be thought deciſive of the truth of the 
charge againſt this inſolent man; who, before the 
above invincible demonſtrations of his accepting an 
annuity from the Jeſuits were brought to light, while 
he thought he might ſafely avail himſelf of Proteſtant 
ignorance, at the expence of truth, told as many 
different ſtorys about this money bargain (x), as his 
brother in iniquity, Fournier, did about the note. 


Preſſed by that chain of proofs, which, unfortu- 
nately for Mr. B——r, | had been able to produce, 
he at laſt, tho* very awkwardly, admitted the truth 
of the money tranſaction, but hopes to get off, by 
calling this ſtep an indiſcretion (a). ——I mention this 


) Firſt defence p. 78. 
(z) See fix letters ill. p. 61, 62. See alſo full conf. from 
p+ 30, to 39. where the money tranſaction is placed in it's 
true light, and the ſophiſtry and prevarication af B5B— 
about it, fully expoſed. | 
(s) See his firſt part, p. 112. 


C lame 


tu): 
lame and unſatisfactory excuſe, only to condemn him 
out of his own mouth. When he excuſed himſelf 
to his friends for giving his money to the Feſuits, he 
laid the blame on his known indiſcretion (b).—— And 
yet this man ſo apt to be indiſcrete has the modeſty 
to defend himſelf againſt the charge of writing the 
letters to Sheldon, son his incapacity of committing fo 
great an indiſcretion.—(c) Which ſhall we moſt ad - 
mire? The inconſiſtency of the man, thus anſwering - 
himſelf, by himſelf? Or the prejudice of his few 
remaining friends, who can reſt ſatisfyed with a de- 
fence, which cannot be true, becauſe the arguments 
on which it is built conſute each other (d)? ö 


Upon the whole, the diſcovery of this money 
tran/afion, gives the higheſt confirmation of the ge- 
nuineneſs of the letters; and tho? no ſuch letters had 
ever been produced, would of itſelf, have been ſuf- 
ficient to convince Proteſtants how groſsly they have 
been deceived as to the real character of the hiſtorian 
of the Popes. | | 


CHAP. V. 


Other tranſactions of B 
TFeſutts, 

HE conduct of B—7r, muſt appear deteſ- 

table to every ſincere proteſtant, from other 


fats, which, in the courſe of the debate, were 
proved, and which I ſhall now place in one view. 


iſt, 


r with Papiſts and 


(5) Ibid, Ibid. 

(c) See this argument ſtrongly put in his ſecond part p. 
{4, IS 8nd 27. i © | 

(d) As he admits he was ſo indiſcrete as to lend the money 
to one provincial, he ſhould have remembred that it is very 


probable 


8 

1: B—rs having ſaid maſs in London. is proved by 
Mr. FobnGay, who was in the room at the time(e). 
The ſame perſon, in whoſe houſe the provin- 
cials of the Feſuits lodged for many years, re- 
members B—-7's viſiting his lodgers, from the 
time of his coming into England, till about 
twelve Years ago. (f) 8 5 | 


2. Mr. Lewis the Bookſeller, bears witneſs to Mr. 
3— 7's being acquainted with other Jeſuits 
beſides Hill and Carteret, at the time the letters 
are ſaid to be written, tho* B— 1 with his 
uſual boldneſs, denies this; and the ſame per- 
ſon was employed by the Feſuits to get back 

from him, the books which they had lent 
him, when he began (or at leaft pretended 
to begin) his hiſtory of the Popes, in their fa- 
vour. (g) | 


3. That B— was received, as a good Papiſt, to 
the communion of the Church, and as a ſub- 
miſſive Feſuit, begging forgiveneſs from his or- 
der, was teſtifyed by Father Carteret, who ſaid 
this happened, ſome time before the battle of 


Fontenoy, that is in the ſpring 1745 (C). 
GS 4. This 


probable that he might be ſo indiſcrete as to write to another 
provincial, to get this money back. Nay the -indiſcretion 
of writing the letters had an excuſe; it was neceſſary, that 


he might get back his money. But which excuſe can there 


be for the firſt indiſcretion of lending it? | 
ſe) Ful conf. p. 82. | 85 
( f ) Six letters ill. p. 83, 84. | 22 
2) Full conf. p. 73. | | > 
. (4h) See ſix letters illuſt, p. 74. The tranſaction between 
Carteret and B r, ſo far as my proteſtant ignorance 


can ſpeak properly on ſuch points, ſeems to have been 


this 
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( 20 ) 


4. This remarkable Era of Mr. B—7 s life, has 
had great light thrown upon it, by the teſtimony 
of Mr. Horne, a Surgeon, who lodged in the ſame 
houſe with Carteret, and in whoſe apartment 
Mr. B—r had frequent private conferences 
with this Jeſuit. After which Conferences , he 
ſaid to Mr. Horne, I am now one of yours; and 

Mr. Horne congratulated B r, on the 
event (i). | 4 


5. Mr. Carteret, ſometime before his death, ow- 
ned to the duke of A—— that at Mr. B—-r's 
earneſt deſire, he had carried on a negociation 
between bim and the general of the order; by this 
confeſſion confirming the moſt remarkable paſ- 
ſage in the letters, where mention is made 
of the general's deſiring to know, by means of 


Carteret, what province would be moſt for B—r's 
ſatisfaction. (k) 


this, B r teſtifyed his being a good Catholic by going 
through the apparatus of confeſſion &; and in conſequence 
of this, was admitted to communion. As to readmitting him 
into the order, an expreſſion I made uſe of, perhaps impro- 
perly if he never was expelled by the Pope, Carteret as a 
private Jeſuit, could do no more than to repreſent, to the ge- 
neral, B—r's ſubmiſſion, and offering to return. I ſay 
offering to return ; for his ſubmiſſion to Carteret, in 
London, could in no ſenſe be called a return, neither did his 
ſuperior, treat it as ſuch ; for, as we ſhall ſee juſt now, after 
the tranſaction with Carteret, the negociation with 
the general commenced; which ſhewed that the general 
look'd for B r's going beyond Sea, as the only proof of 
his ſincerity, giving him the option however, of that province 
which ſhould be moſt to his ſatisfaction. 
(i) Six letters ill, p. 82. 


(+) Ibid p. 74. 


In 


| ( 221 ) 
6. Another Father of Mr. B—+#'s order, till 
alive and upon the ſpot, the ſame whoſe name 
is mentioned by Mrs. Hoyles, as having intro- 
duced Br to Shireburn, has confeſſed our Pro- 
teſtant hiſtorian more than once, within theſe 
Twelve Years, and if the worthy penitent will 
apply for an authentic certificate of his being 
confeſſed, he knows where to call upon his old 


confeſſor (I). 


7. In confirmation of B5B—7's connexions with 
this Jeſuit, a gentleman of figure, in upper 
Brooke Street, whoſe name Mr. Bx, or any 
of his friends, if they have the curioſity to en- 
quire, may learn, has declared that, in Au- 
guſt 1746, he heard Br ſay to the above 
mentioned Father confeſſor in Lewis's ſhop, — 
Mr. B— we can never find you, at home, 
and remembers the Father's anſwer —— Mr. 
B-——r you know my Hours (m). 


$. But no exploit of our convert, is more ex- 
traordinary, nor any better atteſted, than his 
having been the means of perverting firſt Mrs. 
Hoyles, and then her Huſband, from the Proteſtant 
Religion. This tranſaction, ſo much to the ho- 
nor of our champion againſt Popery, ſtands con- 
firmed to us by the very circumſtantial nar- 
ratives given of that affair, by the perſon herſelf 
who ſhould beſt know it, and whoſe veracity, we 
have the higheſt reaſon to believe (). For, 


(1) Full conf. p. 76. 
[m) Ful conf. p. 7. 
(n) See Mrs. Hoyles two narratives, fix letters ill. p. 75, 


76, 77, 78. and full conf, p. 83, 84, 85. 


9. In 


0 | 
9. In confirmation of Mrs. Hoyles evidence, we 
can appeal to a Proteſtant of undoubred repu- 
tation, Mr. Faden the Printer, who, declares 
that he has heard Mrs. Hoyles frequently ſpeak 
of Br, as the good friend who had put her 
and her Huſband in the way of being Roman Ca- 
tholics. This declaration, which Mr. Hoyles fre- 
quently made to Mr. Faden, ſo long ago as 
1737 at lateſt, that is, many years before ſhe, 
or any other papiſt, can be ſuppoſed to have had 
any temptation to give a falſe teſtimony, and 
which Mr. Faden always publicly ſpoke of, before 
the letters were ever heard of, places this im- 
portant tranſaction upon the ſureſt footing of 
credibility. | | 


When we have ſo many ſtriking inſtances of 
B——7's popiſh connexions and inclinations, long 


after his pretended converſion, authenticated by ſuch 


a variety of evidence, who can doubt of the genuine- 
neſs of his letters to Father Sheldon (o). | 


on Ap yr 


No reaſon to ſuſpect that the Feſuits have for- 
ged the Letters. : 


T O a charge ſupported by ſo great a weight of 
A evidence, what hath Mr, B— been able to op- 
pole ?——He hath given us his own very credible 

alfirmation, that he is innocent, and would have us 
believe, tho* he doth not attempt to prove it, that 
the Jeſuits have confederated together to blaſt his re- 


(o) See Mr. Faden's teſtimony, fix letters ill. p; 81. and 
full conf. p. 86. f 


putation, 


( 23 } 

utation, in revenge for the hiſtory of the popes. 
hind this unſupported pretence, Mr. B—+7, un- 
able to confute the charge by real evidence, hath 
thought proper to intrench himſelf. And as he could 
not object to the fullneſs of the teſtimony, he labors 
to deſtroy its credibility by putting us in mind of 
the jeſuitical dofirines concerning equrvocation, mental 
reſtriftions, reſervations &c. by virtue of which they 
can atieft and can ſwear whatever you pleaſe, without 
being guilty (according to their principles) of Per- 
Jury (p). I had already effectually expoſed this 
method of defence, in my former pamphlets, per- 
ticularly in the firſt (q). But my hardened antagoniſt 
ſtill making this his — hold, in his laſt perfor- 
mance (7), and the credulity of ſome few of his An- 
enquiring friends ſtill urging it as a reaſon for their 
paying no regard to the moſt ſtriking proofs of his 
guilt, it may not be improper to ſuggeſt ſome re- 
marks which will demonſtrate the groundleſneſs of 

the objection. 


I am not ignorant, of the great ſagacity of the 
enerable ſociety of Feſus; and the ſkill of ſome of their 
caſuits in ſapping the foundations of morality by their 
diſtinfions, is as well known, as it is juſtly con- 
demned. But Mr. B—r will hardly be able to 

ſuade any ſenſible Proteſtant that they have 

d recourſe to ſuch diabolical doctrines in or- 
der to form a charge againſt him. For ſuch is 
the frame of human nature, that no individual, much 
leſs any number of men, can be ſuppoſed capable of a 
deliberate piece of villainy, unleſs prompted by ſome 
view of intereſt, or advantage to be obtained by 


(p) Reply p. 34- | 
) See fix letters ill. p. 48, 53. 
(7) See his reply from p. 34, to 40. 


tranſ- 


0 

tranſgreſſing the bounds of moral honeſty. So that 
the Jeſuits cannot be ſuſpected, juſtly, of confe- 
derating to ruin B—r, by a baſe conſpiracy, 
unleſs we ſuppoſe that the object was worthy of the 
reſentment, and that the temptation was ſtron 
enough to excite them to the guilt; the contrary o 
which is moſt evident. —Mr. B—x, very conſiſt- 
ently, no doubt, ſpeaking of the Feſuits, ſays —They 
are not even men of bad principles, when neither the ho- 
nour of their church, nor that of their idol the order is 
concerned, but are taught to ſtick at nothing when the 
advantage or credit of the one or the other is at ſtake ( 5). 
Let us apply this general diſcription, to the partiular 
caſe before us. | 


Firſt, then, I would gladly fee B—r able 
to prove that the intereſts of the order could re- 
ceive any benefit from expoſing him. For to me 
it ſeems that to detect the hypocriſy, and miſ- 
conduct of a Jeſuit, reflects diſhonour, not credit, 
on the body. And ſound policy would dictate rather 
to conceal if they could, their having «unworthy 
perſons among them, than to be, themſelves, the 
trumpeters of their own ſhame, by declaring to Pro- 
teſtants that deſertion creeps ſometimes amangſt their 
members, — Again, the indefatigable zeal with 
which the Jeſuits labor to bring back their ſtrayed 
ſheep to the fold of the Church, is well known. 
Is it, therefore, to be ſuppoſed that they would act 
diametrically oppoſite to this principal object of their 
policy, and, inſtead of endeavouring to recover a 
loſt member, do all that in them lay, to cut off all 
hopes of recovering him, by a baſe contrivance ta ex- 
poſe him? | | 


(s) 1ſt part p. 78. 
But 


0 25 ) 


But, ſecondly, perhaps it will be faid, that by 
expoſing B—r's character, the Zeſuits would ad- 
vance the honour of their church Which is the 
other caſe, in which B—-r tells us they will flick at 
nothing. This indeed, is the favorite topic of de- 
fence. The Hiſtory of the Popes, we are told, hath 


made 4—4 B-—-7 the object of the reſentment of 


the whole papiſtical world. And downfall of ido- 
latry and ſuperſtition, and an entire overthrow to the 
whole ſyſtem of rb ae) ov). ara as a conſequen- 
ce from this wonderful book ; no wonder that the 
illuſtrious author ſhould be marked out as worthy to 
be attacked with all the artillery of Rome, and the poi- 
ſoned arms of the troops of Loyola. Such have been 
the airs of importance which this igſolent man 
hath aſſumed, airs which, however they may pleaſe his 
ignorant, and deceived admirers, mult diſguſt every 
perſon in the leaſt acquainted with the real cha- 
racter of this ſo much boaſted hiſtory, and which I 
can ſcarcely prevail upon myſelf to honor with any 
ſerious confutation. xj | 


When the peace of Utrecht was in agitation, 
Jobn Dennis, we are told, waited on the Duke 
of Marlborough, to repreſent his fears leſt the 
French ſhould inſiſt upon his being given up, 
exaſperated as they muſt. be againſt him on ac- 
count of his writings againſt the Grand Mo- 
narque. His Grace comforted the trembling au- 
thor, by telling him that tho* be himſelf allo had 
done ſomething to exaſperate France, he hoped there 
would be no danger of being given up. Can a rea- 
der of the leaſt diſcernment hear B——7, repre- 
ſenting himſelf” as an object of the reſentment of. the 
whole Romiſh Church, and not call to mind the 
apprehenſions of Dennis? Indeed the wrong headed 
Engliſhman was ridiculouſly in earneſt, being really 
Sar D ">" oo 
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62869 | 
afraid; but, the bad - hearted Scotchman is inſo- 
lently deceitful; for he knows he has no reaſon to 
fear. The Papi/ts mult ſee with contempt a Book 
parched up in the moſt ſlovenly manner, without 
learning, judgment or accuracy, from their own au- 
thors, and the peruſal of which can have no other 
effect upon the ſenſible reader, but to leave him in 
doubt, whether the amazing plagiariſm or the ſhame- 
ful ignorance of the;writer, leſſen its value moſt, They 
who had it ſo much in their power to detect this man's 
impoſtures as an hiſtorian, could have no temptation 
ro aim at any detection of his private character. And 
whoever can believe that the Jeſuits could think it 
worth their while, for the honor of their Church, to 
forge againſt B—-r, will be at loſs to aſſign any 
reaſon why he ſhould not alſo think that it deſerved 
the attention of the French, to get into their poſſeſſion, 
their formidable antagoniſt, Zobn Dennis. 


But the Feſuits, ſays B—r, attempted to bring 
the Duke de Sulli into diſgrace with bis Royal Maſter, 
by means of forged letters; can it then be wondered that 
they ſhould thus attack me? (t) Yes very much. The 
Duke of Sulli was worthy of their reſentment ; cer- 
tainly not the hiſtorian of the Popes ; and leaſt of 
all for his hiſtory. The inſolence and vanity of this 
man is inſufferable; and when J ſee the plagiary of 
Tillemont thus modeſtly drawing a parallel between 
himſelf, and the great miniſter of Henry the fourth, 
I cannot avoid calling to my mind the ſcene in the 
comedy, where Noll Bluff modeſtly prefers himſelf to 
| Hamunibal. Mates 
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3. Tho? we have fo clearly proved, that the Fe- 
ſuits could have no temptation to attack B—r, by 


i) Reply p. 48. 


means 


( 27 ) 
means of forged letters, let me ſo far humour him as 
to wave this argument for a moment, and to ad- 
mit that ſuch a temptation really did exiſt. Yet, 
even tho? this were the caſe, it would be the height 
of folly to ſuppoſe, that they. would have forged ſuch 
letters, as thoſe which have been produced. For can 
any one be ſo abſurd as to ſuppoſe that the Jeſuits have 
forged the ſeven letters to Sheldon, which while they 
detect the deſerter, at the ſame time detect the body: 
from which he deſerted, and lay open fuch ſecrets 
as it would be their principal care to keep out of 
view ? The contents of the letters are ſuch, that their 
genuineneſs cannot be ſupported, nor even their 
meaning underſtood, without hurting, eſſentially, the 
deareſt concerns of the Feſuits in England. The ec- 
clefraſtical polity of their order hath been laid open, 
ſome of their principal mſſionaries have been poin- 
ted at, Proteſtants have been made acquainted with 
their money concerns, by means of thoſe very letrers 
which they themſelves are abſurdly faid to have for- 
ged. No ſuch plan of forgery to hurt Br, could 
come from a quarter that did not alſo mean to hurt 
the order to which he belonged. For the detection 
of the impoſture of B r, as given us in the ſeven 
letters, ſo neceſſarily includes in it the detection of 
the myſtery of Jeſuitiſim, lurking in this proteſtant 
kingdom, that infinitely more benefit will reſult 
from this to the cauſe of the reformation, than could 
have reſulted from B—-r's Hiſtory of the Popes, if it 
had indeed been, what it is fo far from being, a 
work of merit. And, whoever' reflects on the po- 
litical ſagacity of the Jeſuits, will be of opinion, that 
they would rather have choſen to ſee ten Hiſtories 
of the Popes, executed wi h the utmoſt ſeverity, than 
have laid open to the inſpection of Proteſtants, thoſe 
Neu about the ſtate of the ſociety in n 
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which the letters to Father Sheldon have been the 
means of bringing to light. | 


4. Agreable to this repreſentation, nothing is 
more certain, than that the Jeſuits, true to the per- 
manent, real intereſt of their order, far from being 
the contrivers or encouragers of the detection ot 
Br, have, ever ſince the letters to Sheldon became 
the public talk, expreſſed the utmoſt concern that 
they were made known to Proteſtants, and have re- 
fuſed with obſtinacy, or given up with reluctance, 
thoſe collateral evidences of their genuineneſs which 
have been mentioned in the courſe of the contro- 
verſey. Indeed, the truth is, the only perſon to 
whom Mr. B——r is under obligation, for the pub- 
lic attack, and formal detection of his real character, 
is a friend and patron of his own. Sir. H. B's view 
in ſhewing the letters, was confined at firſt, to the 
conviction of one or two gentlemen in private, whom 
he was in hopes, from their ſuppoſed candor, to 
ſatisfy by this means, that the hiſtorian of the Popes 
was unworthy of their protection. The treatment 
which the worthy baronet met with, as ungenerous 
as it was unexpected, obliged him to go much far- 
ther in the unraveling of this dark tranſaction than 
at firſt he propoſed, and much farther than thoſe 
of his perſuaſion think he ought, in prudence, to 
have gone. How ſucceſsful he hath been in his 
inquiries, B——-r and his friends have ſeen already, 
to their great confuſion, And they will have greater 
reaſon for making melancholy reflexions on the im- 
prudence of their having forced this gentleman to 
perſevexe in his reſearches, when they ſhall have 
peruſed the additional diſcoveries in the preſent 
ſheets. (u) | 3 


(u) See the argument of the preſent chapter treated of in 
fix letters ill. 48, 55, B—r and Tillemont paſſim. And full 


(29 ) 

5. But what pretence can this ſtrange man have 
for calling the accuſation againſt him, a conſpiracß 
of the Jeſuits, when it appears from the foregoing 
ſtate of the evidence, that moſt of the witneſſes who 
atteſt the facts charged upon him, are not Feſwits, 
and conſequently, cannot be ſuſpected of entertaining 

thoſe maxims of equivocation and mental reſtriction 
which are peculiar to the Jeſuits. and which, as B—r 
himſelf tells us, the good Pope Innocent the ninth con- 
demned. (w) Upon Mr. B-—-r's own confeſſion, 
therefore, there can be no reaſon for calling in queſ- 
tion the credibility of Mr. Horne, of Mr. Lewis, of 
Mr. William Sheldon, df Mrs. Hoyles, and others; eſpe- 
cially, if we recollect a farther confeſſion which hath, 
unawares fallen from him, when he ſays, ninety nine, 
in a hundred, of the Roman Carholics, in this king- 

dom, and particularly the gentleman in whoſe hand the 
letters are, are as incapable of having forged them, or of 
countenancing ſuch a forgery, as any of my friends would 
be to forge letters againſt them, (x) 


6. Again, what occaſion can there be to prove, 
that the Feſuits have not forged the letters in queſ- 
tion, when a confeſſion of the impoſſibility of doing 
this, drops unawares from B——r's own mouth? 
He ſays (ſpeaking of Carterets letters) it is morally 
impoſſible for the Jzsv1Ts to forge twelve letters, beſides 
thoſe. they have already forged, in which nothing could 
be diſcovered that would betray the forgery, and un- 
ravel the whole plot. (y) Now if it be morally im- 
poſſible ro forge twelve letters, that ſhould not be- 
tray the forgery; and ſince it is certain that ſeven 
letters betray no marks, either external or internal, of 


() Reply p. 34. 
() Second part, p. 22. 
(2) Reply p. 18. 
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( 80 ) 

forgery, I ſhould conceive that it is a moral impoſ- 
fibility, that theſe ſeven ſhould. be a forgery. —And 
had the genuineneſs of theſe letters been ever can- 
vaſſed in a court of juſtice (a way of deciding the 


controverſy to which Mr. B—# hath ſhewn a pru- 


dent reluctance) there could. have been no occaſion 
to have laid the leaſt ſtreſs on the teſtimony of Fe- 
fuits or Papiſis. For the court would have received 
entire ſatisfaction, by having. the ſimilitude of 


fully proved by the moſt. unexceptionable proteſ- 


tant teſtimony, and the truth of the money tranſ- 
aion confirmed by the authentic evidence of a 
Banter s Books. 1 


CHAP. vn. 


Mr. B — 7's general cbaracter unfavorable to 
.. the ſuppoſition of his innocence, in the caſe 
befor e us. A 


AVING ftated the many ftriking ' proofs 
| H of the genuineneſs of the ſeven letters, and ef- 

ectually confuted the unſupported aſſertion of their 
being a forgery of the Jeſuits, I beg leave now to 
produce ſome diſagreeable inſtances of Mr, B——#'s 
principles, and practices, which mult - incline. us 
ro believe him guilty of the preſent charge, and ta 
Fay little regard to his bold pretenſions to innocence. 


Had his private character been free from the 
ſmalleſt ſpeck, yet if he could not have oppoſed 
to real and ſatisfactory proofs of his being guilty, 
any other defence but his own unſupported denial of 
the charge, this would have been inſufficient to ac- 
quit him. For every man is to be ſuppoſed inno- 
cent, till proofs of his guilt are produced; and a 
e - ] 


<. 
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p99d character, tho? it ought to make us cautious 

admitting proofs of guilt, cannot, and ought not, 
to fave any one upon whom the facts are proved. 
Now; if a denial of the charge, by the perſon ac+ 
cuſed, of a character till now irreproachable, can 
weigh nothing in the ſcale againſt full and poſitive 
proofs of guilt ; much leſs can the unſupported 
denial of a man, noten to have been guilty of other 
enormities, have the leaſt weight, when oppoſed to 
real evidence. And that B r is ſuch a man, 
will appear from the following particulars. 


1. Mr. Br, by his own account of himſelf, is 
a Feſuit. Now, if the oaths and atteſtations of Je- 
ſuits, are not to be believed, which, as we have ſeen, 
1s his principal topic of defence, this argument con- 
cludes againſt the credibility of his own teſtimony. 
It is a weapon which cannot be uſed againſt his ene - 
mies, without wounding himſelf. Indeed his own teſti- 
mony is leſs to be believed For, as we have ny 
obſerved, the Jeſuits had no temptation to falſify 
againſt 'B —— r, whereas B— 7's temptation. to 
falſify is obvious. It is in his own cauſe, that he 
gives evidence, and a cauſe of ſuch conſequence, 
that every thing is at ſtake. That a Jeſuit, in ſuch 
circumſtances, ſhould perſiſt in a falſhood, to ſave 
himſelf from infamy, is not much to be wondered 
at. Nay that he actually doth perſiſt in it, will ap- 
pear extremely probable, if we reflect, NES 


2. That B-——-r is not only a Jeſuit, but a 
* Teſuit, who gives ſuch an account of himſelf, as 
- ſhews that he is not to be believed. The. Jeſuitical 
.dottrines of equivocation, mental reſtriction, reſervation 
Ec. I bave long fince renounced, lays he (z) of him- 


( (r) Reply p. 41. 


ſelf. 


{ 82 ) | 
ſelf; Whatever other Jeſuits may teach, to our 
Jeſuit was reſerved the unparalleled honor of peng 
confeſſing that he did reduce to practice ſuch dia- 
bolical doctrines. And as he acknowleges ſo coolly 
that he was once thus depraved, what proofs can he 
give us that he is not ſo ſtill? As he was bred up 
amongſt the Jeſuits, and was at leaſt twenty years 
amongſt them in taly, would not the daily practice 
of departing from truth, during ſo great a part 
his life, give him the ſtrongeſt habit of falſhood 
And how know we that this habit hath ever yet 
left him ? Beſides, how comes it that the villainous 
maxims of the body he belonged to, were no part 
of the cauſe of his withdrawing from it? Does this 
do any honor to his character? Could he live 20 
Years, without feeling remorſe for equivocation, 
mental reſtriftion, and all the deteftable doctrines of 
the Jeſiits, and find no other reaſon for leaving 
them, but his diſcovering that the ſupremaq of the 
Pope had no foundation in antiquity? He who can 
draw ſuch a character of himſelf, who can, without 
ſhame, ſay, that he abjured this laſt- mentioned doc- 
trine in his mind, and in the ſame breath, tell us 
that he nevertheleſs continued, for years, to accept of 
offices, which he could not enjoy, without ſwearing 
to the belief of it, can have no.right to be be- 
lieved, in any caſe, much leſs in his own, and 
againſt the cleareſt evidence (a). . 
=: +; 8 
(a) Mr. B r, p. 41. of his reply, has the effron- 
tery to call upon me, to name the place where he avows 
the doctrine of mental aljuration: and yet, to the proof 
which I produced of this charge, in the full confutation 
from p. 54, to.56, he hath not attempted any reply. In- 
deed he could not; for out of his own mouth we con- 
demn him, SRI 2300 Sago nh | 
His own words are I abjured in my mind, the Pope's ſu- 
premacy, his ſuperiority over the whale Church, while I lived 
| at 


( 83 ) 


3. But, perhaps, the breathing of 'EngijÞ air, of 
itſelf, purged away all the deteſtable maxims by 
which Mr. B—-7 had regulated his conduct in Tac; 
and his Lay dreſs had the efficacy of infuſing into his 
$A depraved 


/ 7 

&t Rome, and before I made my laſt vows, 1ſt. part, p. 73. 
Now, by his own account of himſelf, he continued a faith- 
ful Jeſuit, four or five years, after this time, and taught 
philoſophy at Rome, Arrezzo, and Macerata, and I proved 
from the Bullarium that he could not have been admitted to 
teach, without N upon oath, and renewing his ſub- 
ſcription yearly, Pope Piug's creed, in which the ſupremacy 
of the Pope is taught in the ſtrongeſt manner. So that here is 
the fulleſt proof, that Mr. B-—r, practiſed the convenient 
doctrine of mental abjuration, for ſeveral years, and that he 
made frequent and ſolemn appeals to heaven of his believing 
the Popes ſupremacy, long after he had abjured it in his 
mind. Surely, I had but too much reaſon for making it one 
of the heads, of my contents in the Full Confutation, that 
mental abjuration was avowed by Mr. B——r's practice. 


Nothing ever equalled this Man's boldneſs, in attempt- 
ing to evade the charge of having practiſed the horrid 
maxim of mental abjuration, but his inſolent attempt, p. 15, 
16, of his Reply, to evade the charge which I brought, of 
his confounding the ſupremacy, and infallibility of the Pope 
with one another. My charge, p. 52, 54, of the Full Conf. 
was founded on this: That he affirmed, a man may deny 
the Popes ſupremacy, and nevertheleſs be a good Catholic, He 
- owns he affirmed this; but how does he prove it? Why, 
very curiouſly indeed, by ſhewing that Roman Catholics differ in 
their opinions about the nature and extent of this ſupremacy. 
But who ever denyed this? I did not, and it was impoſſible 
I ſhould ; becauſe ſome, as the Italians, extend it not only 
over the church (which is the only matter in queſtion 
between u) but over the ſtate : others, as the Roman cour- 
| . | | tiers 
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depraved heart, a ſer of ſound principles. Alas ! 
he unfortunately cannot make ſuch a defence; for 
ſuch facts have been produced and proved, as ſhew 
that 4—4 B-—7, Eſq; has as little claim 48957585 
XY ; ibility 


tiers, extend it to an infallibility, and this I allowed, Full 
Conf. p. 53, 4 man may deny and yet be a good Catholic. 
Whereas ali I affirmed was that the Pope's ſupremacy (his pri- 
maute, as Courayer calls it in his works) or the doctrine of his 
being head of the church, could not be denied, nor ever 
was denied, not even by the Janſeniſts, by a Catholic, 
And this, even the wretched Man himſelf, in the yery place 
where he pretends to confute me, acknowledges, ſaying 
That the Pope is the head or fir Biſhop of the church is an 
article of Catholic communion (Reply p. 17.) And is not this 
the very propoſition he denied in his firſt Pamphlet p. 73, 
when he ſaid, a Man may deny the Popes ſupremacy and never - 
theleſi be a good Catholic? For what is the Popes ſupremacy, 
but his being the head or firft Biſhop of the Church? All this 
is perfectly aſtoniſhing. From this note the reader will be 
able to form a Fo judgment, of the miſerable ſhifts to which 


the hardened Jeſuit is reduced, and of the trifling chicane 
which he employs in his defence; ſaying and unſaying, aſ- 
ſerting and denying, without any other view hut to get rid 
of a preſent difficulty, unterrify'd by the contradictions in 
which he involves himſelf. Another inſtance, added to the 
two foregoing, will ſuffice. In his firſt part, p. 78, and 79, 
after ſaying, amongſt many other fine things, of the Jeſuits 
that they had not even bad principles, but when the Church 
and order are concerned, he goes on to ſay, that the Monks 
and Friars, and the Popiſh ſecular clergy in England are 

very different race of men from the Jeſuits, Upon thi | 
took occaſion, in the Full Conf. p. 33, to obſerve, that till 
Mr. B-—r ſet us right, the Jeſuits had always been looked 
upon by Proteflants, as the maſi dangerous of all the orders 4 
the Church of Rome. In his Reply p. 19, he charges me wi 

having miſrepreſented his meaning, denying that he had 
repreſented the Jeſuits as leſs dangerous than the Monks , 
Friars, and ſecular clergy ; and pretending that he — 
. o X - a O * 


( 35 ) 
dibility as a witneſs, ſince his coming to England; 
as he could have, while he was only Father Br, 
ſwearing, to the belief of a doctrine that he had ab- 
jured in his mind, in ah. The ſtrongeſt aſſu« 
rance we can have of the credibility of any witneſs, 
is his having ſerious and ſound principles of religion: 
and when a man is known to. have thrown aſide his 
faith, few per ſons will be inclined to ttuſt to his 
honeſty. Now that Mr. B---r, for ſeveral yeats aftes 
his coming into England, openly. profeſſed his infi- 
delity by profane buſſoonery, and mockery of our Holy 
ligion, this is a tact which neither himtelf, nor his 
Sate will care to deny, becauſe” they know it 
can, nay, they know, it has been proved (0. 
Perhaps it will be a queſtion not unſeaſonable, to 
fk here, what were this worthy Gentleman's motives 
2 being à convert to infidelity. The Father's, he 
tells us, opened his eyes as to the groundleſſneſs of 
the Popes ſupremacy; but ſurely it was not their wri- 
tings which taught him to doubt of the truth of 
Chriſtianity. But whatever anſwer he may give to 
this hard queſtion, 1 . appeal to . 
1 id id 157 027: nnn | ; 3, 


only to give the preference to the Jeſuits, in point of - birth, 
education and ſearning. But when he thought of this evaſion 
he had, unluckily, forgot a paſſage which explains = goes 
before and fully warrants" the ſenſe J put upon it. Out of 
his own mouth therefore ſhall we prove that he calls the Je- 
ſuits loſt dangerous: than the Monts, &c. I thas. under no 
apprebenſioms of danger (ſays he p. 79) from the Jeſuits, 
but from; the Friars among where there are and ever have 
been ſome mad enthuſiaſts, and from the ſecular clergy 
and x Biſhops have, whom the High Court of inguiſition 
frequetuly employs as the inflraments of it's revenge Such in- 
ſtances are a demonſtrable proof that B-—:, is ſtill a Je= 


| uit, if prevarication be an ingredient in fuch a cha- 

q racter. | 

ö (% Six Letters Iluſt. pag. 29, 30. And Full Confut. 
bag. 49, 50. s 
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( 36 ) 


whether one who appears to have left all religion 
behind him, when he left Popery, tho“ he had been 
bred up a divine, and was now in the decline of life, 
can, from this view of his character, have any pre- 
tenſions to have his unſupported teſtimony, in his 
own cauſe, received with much attention? 


4. But Mr. B—-r, however looſe he might be in 
his religious principles after coming into England, 
boaſts of his moral honeſty, from which he is ſure be 
never departed (c). I am afraid his practices will no 
more bear examination than his principles. - For by 
his own confeſſion, this moral honeſty, which he boaſts 
of, did not include in it a conduct ſuited to the ſtritã 
purity and ſandtity enjoined by the Goſpel, (d) from 
which he allows he has departed. Mr. B rs 
notions of moral honeſty allowing him to depart from 
the ſtrict purity of the Goſpel, what aſſurance can 


he give us that his morality will not alſo warrant his 


departure from Truth ? © - 1 


5. If it ſhould be ſaid that I go too far back into 
Mr. B——r's life, for matter to depreciate his cha- 
racter, it will not be improper to give a ſpecimen 
of the maxims which he adopts even at preſent.— 
It is no reflection upon a man's general character, ta 


| have liked a woman enough to make her hepe be would 


marry her, and yet diſappoint ber in thoſe expettations, no 
promiſe of marriage having been given. —I defy Mr. 
Br to extract from a Suarez, an Eſcobar, à San- 
chez, or a Filliutius, a more deteſtable doctrine then 
this which he, without a bluſh, hath aſſerted (F). 
The Man who artfully engages a Woman's affec- 


eh) Second part, p. 28. - 
(a) Ibid, Ibid. 
J) See anſwer to a new charge, p. 8. 


0) 


tions, and after making ber hope he would marry ber, 
takes care to have/ it in' his power to'deceive her, 
without expoſing himſelf to the law, is infinitely 
more guilty than the breaker of a formal promiſe, 
becauſe in this caſe the injured Woman can have a 
legal remedy. Had B——r' been upon his guard, 
he would have confeſſed -the' truth, that there was 
a promiſe of marriage made by him (and he knows 
there was a promiſe of Ten Years ſtanding) (g) ra- 
ther than, by diſowning it, have given us ſo remark- 
able an inſtance of his being capable of denying 
any truth, however certain, and of ſtill retaining 
doctrines as deteſtable, as the mental abjuration he 

practiſed in 1taly. | 


6. After this aſtoniſhing inſtance of B rs 
principles of gallantry, can any one be ſurpriſed 
to find that he gave hopes of marriage, to two 
or three Women (+), at the ſame time, and 
married a fourth at laſt? This conduct, which, 
it ſeems, was not contrary to his notions of moral 
Boney, muſt ſhock every ingenuous mind. And 
et the Man guilty of it, is, by his weak friends, 
. — to have ſuch ſtrict notions of moral honeſty, 
as would keep him from aſſerting a falſhood, even 
When he could not, otherwiſe, ſave himſelf from in - 
my. | SD. } 


& (s) Full conf. p. 47. 2-321 
\ © (h)'See the Proofs, full conf. p. 47. 
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Mr. B character, farther illuſtrated by 


AM ſorry that I have it in my power, to pro- 

duce 4 variety of facts which muſt give every 
reader the loweſt opinion of Mr. B-——-r's vera- 
city; and diſpoſe them to think that one ſo fairly 
detected of a diſregard to truth in other inſtances, 
may well be ſuppoſed guilty of it, in the caſe of the 
letters to Sheldon now before us 


1. Then, what regard ought to be paid to a Man 
who, in the courſe of this controverſy, is found 
(i) contradicting himſelf fo frequently, and by of- 
fering a defence, whoſe ſeveral parts are at variance 
with each ather, gives the moſt convincing proof that 
it hath been pieced together, without regard t6 
2. What can we think of that man's veracity; 
who declares that he bad been 20 years in England de. 
949 „oc int nen tht | „ 2 


i) For the inconſiſtence between the tale of his eſcape as 
formerly told, and as now printed by him, ſee full conf: p. 
24, 26.— | | 

See alſo Six Letters ill. p. 65, 66, where the evidente of a 
Noble Lord with a Red Ribbon, proves how inconſiſtently 
B r has ſpoke about the inquiſition. | 4h 

See allo Br and Tillemont compared p. 74, 75, where 
an amazing contradiction, between his affidavit and his 
remarks, is pointed out. He has the effrontery to excuſe this 
as a ſlip of his pen, or an error of the preſs ; tho? he never 
found it out himſelf, till the charge of inconſiſtence forced 
bim to ſay ſomething ; and if ſuch excuſes are to be ad- 


mitted, no falſhood need fear to be converted into truth, 


fore 


699 
fore be thought of a bedfellow (i), tho? he owns an 
intrigue with Mary Sutton, which commenced with- 
in one year of his coming to England (1); and tho'the 
courtſhip for which he hath ſuffered ſo ſeverely in 
| his pocket (, began many years before the term he 
fixes for his thinking of à bedfellou (n, ö | 


3. Can there be any credit due to Mr. B—#, 
who ſo confidently aſſerted that he went into the City 
to lend his money to the truſtees of St. Botolpb's 

Aldgate, but that he found the ſubſcription 
cloſed ; as it hath been proved from their books, 


( Firſt part, p. 33. | - 

1 Ber aware of this inconſiſtency, doth not bluſh 
to ſay, that hen he ſpeaks of a bedfellow, he means only a 
wife. But tho' he may thus get rid of Mary Sutton, at 
the expence of his own morals, he cannot get rid of other 


courtſhips which have been proved upon him. 


(in) Mr. Br having thought proper to deny, inhis re- 
ply, p. 84 that he pays thisg entle woman, and very regularly, 
an annuity during his life; and with the 2 aſſurance 
repreſenting Sir H. B----d's information, about this fact, as 
coming from witneſſes to whoſe teſtimony no regard is to 
be paid; I am deſired by that gentleman to declare, that 
his intelligence of Mr. B—r's paying down five hundred 
pounds, and y paying very regularly, an annuity during his life, 
in order to be releaſed from a promiſe of marriage, he made 
that gentlewaman, of ten years flanding, came from Proteſ- 
tants of unblemiſhed character, Proteſtants of Mr. B——-r's 
intimate acquaintance, to whoſe teſtimony Sir Henry thinks 
himſelf obliged to pay more regard, than to the unſupport- 
ed aſſertions of a man, whom he can prove to have falſi- 
| hed a word of ſome conſequence in a letter publiſhed, 
and ſworn to by him in his affidavit, as will appear from 
the original now in Sir Henry's poſſeſſion, and dated from 
Hill- Street, Feb. 18th 1756. 
(n) See full conf, p. 42, 43. 

| | that 


( 40) | 


that the ſubſcription was not cloſed till above 4 
year after (o)? | N 


4. Is it poſſible to have any opinion of Mr. 
37's ſteady adherence to truth, who could tell 
a great prelate of our church that many paſſages 
written by Mr. Sale, favouring infidelity, in the 
folio edition of the Univerſal Hiſtory, had been left 
out of the 8 vo edition by B——r, who reviſed 
it, when nothing can be more certain than that no 
paſſages ever exiſted (p) ? S. d 


5. Who can ever look upon B 's word, as 
worthy of any credit, who remembers his ſtrange 
and groundleſs accuſation, of the compoſitor of Mr. 
Richardſon's Printing-Houſe, about interpolating his 
Hiſtory of the Popes? And how little ought he to 
depend upon his own memory, or we upon his 


(o) One would have thought ſo remarkable a detection 
could have admitted of no defence. And yet the Man in 
his reply, has the modeſty to perſiſt in his tale, with this 
ſmall variation, that as it could not be St Botolph's Church, 
it muſt be St Catherine Coleman. He might as well have ſaid 
any other Church, | 

At this rate we ſhall never confute him. As to the 
difference between his account of the Books of St Botolph, 
and that which I gave, it is a matter of great indifference 
which of the accounts is moſt exact, ſince it hath been prov- 
ed and admitted by himſelf, that the ſubſcription was not 
full, till above a year after he ſaid it was. However, 
J ſhall only obſerve that I had my information from a 
Gentleman of great veracity,who went with one of the prin- 
cipal pariſhioners to conſult the Books, and any miſtake they 
made in their ſearch (if any miſtake at all) could be owing 
only to hurry : there being no occaſion to be very exact as to 
other particulars, when B -r's deceit was demon- 
ſtrated, from the falſe account of the cloſing of the ſub- 
ſcription ER | 


(p) See B——-r and Tillemont compared, p. 62, 
veracity 


— 


= 


(C4) 
vefatiry; When he could be ſo unlucky as to com- 
— that his enemies had moſt injuſtly charged 
im with having related ſuch a ſtory, to a No- 
ble Lady of the higheſt rank, who well remembred 
to have heard him relate the very ſtery, as true (9, 


6. Can we bear with any patience, the inſolence 
of this Man's fictions, who could deny that he 
was a Prieſt, in a family where Nevin and yet 
be ſo indiſcrele as in that very family, to reveal the 
ſecrets which he had learnt in confeſſion, the higheſt 
exerciſe of the Prieſiy function (r)? 


5. Has it not been proved, to a demonſtration, 
that B— 's Hitory of the Popes, is a moſt ſhame- 
ful and barefaced tranſcript from Tillemont, for' ſe» 
veral centuries, though the author ſolemnly diſ- 
claimed the aſſiſtance of moderns in his hiſtory, of 
the ancient Popes ? What deceits, therefore, may 
we not well ſuppoſe ſuch a Man capable of, in 
private life, who hath been convicted of fo amazing 
an attempt to deceive the public (s) ? 


() See fix letters ill. p. 41, 42. 


fe) Mr. B r in ſome of his defences boaſts that he 
has not 4% one friend, ſince the controverſy about his cha- 
racer: mark here another glaring falſhood. He knows that 
he dare not ſhew his face at ſeveral houſes where once he 


was honored with admittance, and I believe he has not ven- 


tured of late to viſit the Gentleman and Lady, men- 
tioned in this paragraph .- See ſix letters ill. p. 42, and 
full conf, p. 87, 88, where 37's miſerable evaſion 
that the Lady muſi have miſunderſtood him, or he her, is ef- 
fectually confuted. 8 


5 | (5) dee Bun and Tillemont, at large, 
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(. 42. ) 


8. Have we not a remarkable proof of Mr.“ 
B—7#*s being capable of ſaying any thing, 
that may ſerve his preſent purpoſe, when we ſee 
him aſſerting that a confiderable part of the Roman. 
Hiſtory (t) was not his; an aſſertion contradicted 
by his own former acknowlegements, and by the 
evidence of perſons who had all the means of in- 
formation (u)? Wa} 


9. Has not this Man readineſs to aſſert whatever 
his imagination ſuppoſes may paſs unconfuted, been 
fully exemplify'd in his affirming that Martin Folkes 
Eſq; ſhewed him the polype and offered to lend him 
Books; as it hath been inconteſtably proved that this 


could not be true, from the ſtubborn evidence of da- 
tes ( Xx ) ? | 
10. Was 

(t) iſt. Part p. 40. | 
(u) See full conf, p. 50, 52. "6 «41 
(x) See full conf. p. 47, 49. B—r in his reply p. 48, 
aims at an anſwer to this charge only by a repetition of his 
falſhood, and by giving us a new proof of his entire diſ- 
* to truth. It is a fact that Mr. Folkes did not ſnew the 
Polype after 1742-3. B—r ſays it was ſhewn to him, after 
it was known that he intended to write a Hiſtory of the 
Popes; for he ſays that Mr. Folkes, at that viſit offered him 
the uſe of his Books, for that work. Now this I proved to 
be falſe, by what B——r. himſelf tells us. For p. 20 of his 
2d part, he reaſons on the improbability of his correſponding 
with the Teſuits till the 25 of March in the Year 1747, 
two days before he publiſhed his Propoſals for the Hiftory of 
the Popes, and a Year after he had declared his having re- 
ſolved to engage in that work, Theſe are B—r's own words, 
and they expresſly mark out 1746 as the Year when he de- 
clared, not in public (for this was in 1747) but in private, 
that he had reſolved to write a Hiſtary of the Popes. This 
date unfortunately does not tally with what he had ſaid 
about Mr. Folkes's offer of Books; and, therefore, without 
ſhame he confutes himſelf; by telling us in his reply, 
that be mentioned to ſeveral Parſons his intention of writing a 


Hiſtory 


4 


10. Was there ever a more remarkable. inſtance, 

of inſolent impoſition than came to light by B's 
ppeal to Father Piazza s Book as giving an account. 
of the ſtory of the Country Curate that entirely agrees 
with what, he ſays, he read in the records of the in- 
quifition at Macerata ? This was the only evidence 
that B—r hath ever offered to produce, in con- 
firmation of his inquiſition adventures, and from 
this very evidence we had a demonſtration of their 
falſhood. ** For if light and darkneſs be the ſame, 
« if Leoni, and Montecuccoli be the ſame, if Ancona 
e and Macerata be the ſame, if torturing and not 
% torturing be the ſame, then, but not till then, 
« will Mr. Br be able to extricate himſelf out 
& of this labyrinth (). | 


Laſtly; from theſe and many other detections of 
Mr. B r may I not be allowed to draw 
this concluſion,” that they who are ſatisfied with 
the unſupported affirmation of ſuch a Man, in 
his own cauſe, and ſhut their Eyes to real 
| | F 2 2 05 evi- 


Hiſtory of the Papes, long before the Year 1743. One would 
ſcarcely believe it poſſible to find a Man ſo obſtinately per- 
ſevering in a defence which ſerves only to give us freſh 
proofs of his prevarications, | 


0) See Full Conf. p. 5, and 16. He has attempted to 
extricate himſelf out of this Labyrinth, in his reply p. 2. 
in a moſt wonderful manner, by telling us that he related the 
fact upon memory. My diſagreement, ſays he, therefore, with 
Piazza does not impeach my veracity, but only my memory. 
It is very unfortunate, that Mr. B———r's memory ſhould 
fail ſo totally in the relation of facts which he aſſerts with ſo 
great confidence ; ſo that it appears from this confeſſion, that 
we cannot depend upon the truth of any one fact advanced 
by him. However this it ſeems will not deſtroy his credit. 
For tho” it ſhould be proved that, in no one part of his tale, 
he deviates into truth ſome of his worthy friends will have this 
| ſatisfactory 
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( 44 ) Es 

evidence demonſtrating his guilt „ie either la- 
mentably blinded by prejudice,” or obſtinately har 
dened againſt convi#on? But ſuch are the | 

ſcenes with which human nature preſents us! For 
inftances of deplorable weakneſs may be produced as 
well as inſtances of deteflable wickedneſs: and if a 
Fournier and a B-—— 7 raiſe our indignation, it muſt 
command our ſorrow to fee them ſo artful as to im- 
poſe upon merit. r oye er at 


9 2 


e 
The detection of B———rs inquifitian tale and 
. Jtahan adventures, propoſed as the defign of the 
Following ſheets, * nn 
AVING, in the foregoing Chapters, drawn 

into one point af view, the great variety of 
proofs demonftrative of the charge brought againf 
B——r, and which lay ſcattered, in three long Pa- 
phlets; I proceed now to the principal ſubject of the 
preſent ſheets to lay before the public ſeveral very 
important diſcoverys of the amazing extent of the 
fictions of our enterprizing Jeſuit, which have 
lately come into my poſſeſſion. e K 


The original charge againſt him, was his cor. 
reſpondence with Father Sheldon, which controverſy 
I look upon as entirely cloſed, J having eftablifhed 
the genuineneſs of the letters, by producing the 
ſtrongeſt poſſible proofs and my antagoniſt having 
already exhauſted all his magazine of ſophiſtry, 
falſhood and contradictions, in his fruitleſs attacks. 
But in the proſecution of the debate, Mr. B—-'s 


ſatisfactory apology to urge in his behalf his falſhoods that 
they do not impeach. his veracity but his memory. 
account 


(45) 


acxoung, of the inquiſition at Macerata, his office, and 
wanlacigns there, the motives and the Hiſtory of 
his eſcape (a tale which he. had frequently related 


and which fortunately for him had been believed) 
having fallen under conſideration, materials have, 
been furniſhed by Mr. B himſelf, for a 
pew. detection of his ipventions which will, in 
the judgment of every. reader, be ftill more 


deciſive, than the detection of his ſecret tranſactions 


with the Jeſuits ſince his coming to Exg/and, This 
is the point which I ſhall now take under con- 
ſideration 3 and I have ſuch evidence to lay before 
the public, to prove that B r's Italian ad- 


venturxes are a romance diftated by 2 brain regardleſs. 
of truth, as, will give entire ſatisfaction, except to 


thoſe who. ſhall declare it to be their firm reſolu- 
tion to be more ſwayed. by the unſupported, and 
inconſiſtent aſſertions of a Man convicted of a thou 
ſand falſbaads, than by incontrovertible fafs, witneſſes 
1 characters are untainted, and records that can- 


Ihe reluctance of this Man to commit to the 
is the wonderful narrative of his adventures, which 

xe was ſo much his intereſt to 8 amongſt 
Proteſtants, can be accounted for, only upon the 
ſuppoſition of a conſciouſneſs, that it could not bear 
blic examination. A tale which never exiſted 
yond the imagination of the relater, might be ha- 
Zarded, in ſelect companys. of friends equally dif- 
Poſed to believe, as unable to contradict, But, there 
was reaſon to fear, that if it was publicly printed and 
diſperſed, it might fall into hands able, and willing 


to trace the impoſture. And in no other way, can 


ve account for Mr. 8's farmal diſavowal of 
the genuine tho* imperfect account of his eſcape. as 
Publiſhed by Mr, Barron; and for his inſolent con- 
LES | tempt 


- 
3 ry 
2 "SAY 


T1. 


2 


—* —— - 


a” * * 
— Ci Co — 
— 


g * 3 I 2 ? 8 * 1 4 * —— ” wi 
F e ——-—— 
2 —— - * 8 


18 
þ 
4 ; 
IB 
i 
1 
x 

4 


© 46 ) 
tempt of the public, by breaking a promiſe, ſo- 
lemnly made, which would have put into our hands 
an authentic narrative, many Years ago. But when 
the letters to Sheldon, and the many collateral evi- 
dences of his inventions were brought to light, laſt 
year, he could no longer decline the diſagreeable 
taſk. His ſilence upon this occaſion,” would have 
been of itſelf, a confeſſion of guilt; and, therefore, 
in his firſt defence he was forced to put his name to 
a narrative of his inquiſition adventures, which, till 
now, could never be authentically confuted, becauſe 
till now, they had never been publicly owned. 


The very relation of this tale hath ſerved to open 
the Eyes of the public. For beſides the improba- 
bility of the facts, and the inconſiſtencies between 
what he uſed to relate in private, and what he now 
thought proper to publiſh to the World; it appeared 
that we had not a ſingle evidence for the truth of this 
ſtrange ſtory, but the word of the relater; that he 
had not any one voucher to produce, nor even, had 
in his poſſeſſion, a ſingle ſtroke (2) of a Pen, that 
might induce Proteſtants to give the leaſt credit to 
a narrative with which they have been, for ſo many 
Years, inſolently amuſed. Such a tale, related 
by ſuch a Man, under the ſtrongeſt temptations to 
deceive, could ſcarcely require a formal confutation. 
However, ſuch a confutation, ſhall now be pro- 
duced; and the falſhood of B's Talian adven- 
tures ſhall be demonſtrated, in ſo full, fo unexcep- 
tionable a manner, as. will ſatisfy. him that I was 
not a falſe Prophet, when I ſaid hat he would have 
reaſon to curſe, in the bitterneſs of his heart, that Day 
on which be publiſhed an anſwer (a) which hath ſer- 
ved no purpoſe, but to enable us to trace him thro? 
the amazing extent of his fictions. | 

(2) See firſt part p. 47. (a) See Full Conf, p. 7. 

* * : | 5 CHAP. 


n: 


AN, 8 H A F. X. 
ben f Father Conyers s evidence. 


N the firſt ea againſt 5B— , intelli- 
1 gence fatal to his credibility, received by Sir 

Ho —y B d in a letter from Tah, was laid 
before * public (3). In this letter, the ſubſtance 
of B— 7's tale, was contradicted. by appealing to 
the evidence of three Jeſuits, his cotemporaries 
and acquaintance, fathers Lunardi, - Alticozzi. and 
Conyers, which laſt perſon, by relating the circum- 
ſtances of the eſcape, and aſſerting it to have been 
made from Perugia, and not from Macereta, ap- 
peared to be almoſt formidable witneſs No won- 
der, therefore, that the authenticity of a letter con- 
taining ſuch intelligence, ſhould be attacked as it 
was, by the deſperate Jeſuit, who not ſatisfied 
with his evaſive remarks on it, which J ſuf- 
ficiently expoſed (c), ventures to offer another ob- 
jection, which indeed would be deciſive, if it could 
have been ſupported, ſaying, that he very much 
queſtions <whether Father 2 "ma aa evi- 
dence appealed ro, be living ( a). 


1 


But, this ſuſpicion, i is. as groundleſs as it iö bale. 
For, I beg leave to inform the reader, that the letter 
containing Father Conyers s. teſtimony, bears date, 
May 1, 1756, and, as may proved from our news 
papers, was publiſhed, in the Six, Letters illuſtrated, 
on the 29th of June, the ſame Year.. N ow that 


) Six Letters illuſt, p. 85, 86, 87. 
(e) See full Conf, p. 22, 23. 
(9 Firſt part P. 60, 

A Conyers 


{ 38 ) 


Conyers was alive, above three months after the 
date of the letter, can be demonſtrated ; as I am 
able to mention, moſt authentically; the very day 
of his death. . For a printed calender or regiſter 
publiſhed at Rome for the year 1756, hath byen 
procured and there I read, p. 57, under the 
article of Vita Fundai, Auno 17986. 


P. Joannts Cuperi, Prof. <Votd. Rome 3 Ju 
* * N 1 0 41 18 ——— A 7 — 1 


I leave it o Br, to cite witneſſes fe 
evidence they never gave, and to appeal td the 
dead for facts which he hath no other way to au- 
thenticate to the living. His adverſaries, have too 

J a cauſe, to follow this example; and it would 
have been abſurd to ſuſpect them of making u fra. 
dulent uſe of Conyers's name, even tho' they could 
not have produced ſuch evidence of his being liv- 
ing when the letter was writ; beeauſe the ſame facts, 
for which Conyers's authority is eited, are ſo pub» 
liely known at Rome amongſt the fathers of his 
order, that there is hardly a Fe/uit to be met with 
there, who is not able to relate the exploits of 
53 at Materata, and the true cauſe of his 
haſty eſcape from Perugiu. I ſpeak this on the au- 
thority of Proteſtants of learning and candor, who 
have received this information about Box 
at Rome, before the preſent controverſy began. 
His friends if they had any ihelination to 25 
themfſelves about this, could eaſily make the — 
inquiries. And in the mean time, 1 ſhall preſent 

them, in the following chapter with che evidence of 
another Jeſuit who now is, or at leaſt was very 


lately, at Rome. 
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C H AP. Xs. 


Deteckian of B r, on the evidence of 
| Mr. Chriſtopher Maire. 


QON after Mr. Barron publiſhed the Narrative 

of B- s eſcape (e), a gentleman now in 
London, who knew enough to ſuſpect that it was a 
romance, had the curioſity to write for farther in- 
formation, on this head to Father Maire, one of the 
principal Jeſuits at Rome. The Father's anſwer, 
now lyes before me, and from it l have made the 
following extraft. ps ns 


T « bu p R 
©. Honoured Sir, 


* N 


N — l am at preſent joined in com- 
& miſſion with another, to meaſure a degree of the 
« meridian in this climate, and on that occaſion to 
“ correct the maps of the country. — For this 
„ reaſon your letter came to hand above ſix weeks 
«* later than it had done, if I had continued to re- 
&« ſide in town As for Mr. Archibald Bower, I 
« am no ſtranger to his Hiſtory, but cannot, in 
* my preſent circumſtances procure a. certificate 
« about him, ſuch as you deſire. That he 
fed from hence on account of a nun, perhaps 
c of the Bauonacor/i family is true; but whether any 
« contrivance was uſed, or no, for her elopement, 
< know not. When he abandoned his firſt 
„calling, he was no more than a maſter of philo- 
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In op op, 


(7 
ſophy, held in ſome eſteem for his parts, but 
very little conſidered on any other account. He 
has ſince proved himſelf to be, what his coun- 
trymen call a falſe loon, by more than one con- 

* vincing argument; to which purpoſe I ſhall only 
mention this one thing, that while he had his 
hiſtory ready for the preſs, and perhaps had even 
conſigned it into the Printer's hands, he acted 

* fecreily with the ſuperiors of the body he had 
left, to return to it again, merely in hopes of ex- 
torting from them on that account, ſome ſum or 
other of money neceſſary for the maintenance of 

* his family, which he pretended was numerous, 
how truly | cannot deterwine. Thus you 

have the ſubſtance of his Hiſtory, viz. That he 
deſerted from Perugia for fear of the Inquiſition--» 
the cauſe of his apprehenſions of the Inquifition 
was certainly an intrigue that had paſſed between 
him and that Lady, how far ſoever it was car- 
ried on. For my part, I never heard that he 

had concerted her eſcape. —I am with the ut- 
moſt ſincerity, Honoured Sir, 


&« Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


. * CHRISTOPHER Malk.“ 
April 7, 1751. 


I ſhall leave this letter to the conſideration of 
Mr. B 's adherents with a few ſhort remarks, 


Firſt, then, as it was writ near five years before 

the letters to Shelton were heard of, by Proteft- 

| ants, it ſeems to have very ſtrong pretenſions to 
credibility, it being ſent from one friend to ano- 
ther, without any view of being made public. 


Secondl Ys 


| C gr ) 
Secondly, Father Maire, the writer of it, is a per- 
ſon of the higheſt * reputation for learning, in 


Hab, and the effects of his labours mentioned 
in the deginning of this letter, made public at 


Rome in 1754, have done great honour to him 
and his colleague (F). 


Thirdly, The air of candour which runs through 
the letter, and particularly when the writer, de- 
clares that he had never heard of B r's 
concerting the Nun's eſcape, naturally inclines 


us to believe the other articles which he ſays be 


i} no ftranger to. 


ourthly, There is an exact agreement between 
this letter, and that of May 1, 1756, in which 
Fathers Lunardi, Conyers, and Alticozzi give their 
evidence; for, in both, we are told that he eſ- 
caped from Perugia and not from Macerata, and 
that his apprehenſions of the Inquiſition, on ac- 
count of an intrigue with a Nun, were the cauſe 
of his eſcape. | 


Fifthly, Mr. Maire's letter is a remarkable confir- 
mation of the principal charge againſt B——r, 
his correſpondence with Father Sheldon; for it 
appears that an imperfect account of that affair, 
had reached Rome as long ago as 1751. And it is 
worthy of our obſervation, that Mr. Maire, 
when he ſpeaks of B—r acting ſecreily with 


(J) The title of his book is De literarid, Expeditione per 
' Pontificiam ditionem ad demitiendos duos Meridiani gradus 
& corrigendam Mappam Geographicam ju & auſpiciis Be- 
nedifti 14 Pont. Max ſuſcepta za P. P. Soc. Feſu Chriſt op- 
horo Maire & Rogerio Foſepho Boſcowich. See an ac- 
count of this work in the Critical Review for July 1756. 
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the ſuperiors, about returning (g), to it again, in 
hopes of extorting money from them, neceſſary 
for the maintenance of his family {in which account 
we trace the out lines of the contents of the 
ſeven letters, and the ſtory, of the woman, her 
relations and the child,) repreſents all this, as a 
tale, the truth of which was very ſuſpicious. He 
had not, it ſeems, any imagination that fal/e 
falis could not come from the mouth of a 
deceiver. 


Sixthly, If after all, our modeſt Hiſtorian, ſhould 
have recourſe to his ſtanding topic, and urge 
that Father Maire is a Feſuit; beſides putting him 
in mind of the unreaſonableneſs of objecting to 
the only evidence, that from the nature of the 
thing can be had, I would deſire him to re- 
member that it is with the worſt grace in the 
world that a Jeſuit can object to the evidence of 
Jeſuits; and, in particular, that Father Maire, 
a man of ſuch eſtabliſhed reputation, relating 
B's adventures in a private letter to a friend, 
many years before the preſent controverſy began, 
is a witneſs to whom every ſenſible and unpre- 
judiced Proteſtant will pay greater regard. than 
to the ſingle and unſupported denial of Father 
B——r himſelf, a man convicted of a thouſand 
immoralities in his general conduct, and unable 
ro confute the many irefragable proofs, by 


which this particular charge of correſponding with 
Sheldon, hath been ſupported. 


(g) See B 


r's evaſive uſe of this equivocal word 
expoied, in p. 15. | 


CHAP. 


( 53 ) 
SH 


The atteſtation of Calabrini, vindicated and 
ne oe en * 1 


H E full confutation made its appearance ſo 

ſoon after B — 1 had put his name to a nar- 
rative of his Talian adventures h), that a particular 
examination of facts, the ſcenes of which are at ſo 
great a diſtance,” could not then be expected. How- 
ever, tho* the particu/ars of the tale could not be 
confuted, before the event of inquiries upon the 
ſpot, was known, intelligence had already been re- 
ceived from [taly, by which the Main Pillars of the 
building were overturned. If B——r never was 
conſultor of the Inquiſition at Macerata, the whole 
of his tale, built on this ſingle foundation, of courſe 
muſt be given up as fiction. And that he never 
was conſultor of the Inquiſition, - was proved by a 
moſt ſolemn atteſtation, publiſhed in the Full Con- 
futation. For what can be conceived more au- 
thentic, than an atteſtation ſigned by a Notary, con- 
futing B——-r's claim, from the regiſters of the 
tribunal of which he had called himſelf a mem- 
ber? But tho? the certificate of Euſebio Antonio 
Calabrini, carried ſuch conviction with it, it was 
not to be expected that B—r who had the boldneſs 
to deny his own hand-writing, would have the mo- 
deſty not a cavil at the atteſtation of another per- 
ſon. However, the manner in which he doth cavil 
at it, is a ſtrong proof of the groundleſsneſs of his 
Exceptions. He is called in it Archibald Bower the 


(hb) B----r's pamphlet was publiſhed in January, and the 
En. 


Full Conf, about two months after. 


6549 
Engliſhman; from from which he forms a charge, 
that Calabrini meant to equi vocate (i), — 4 —4 
Br being indeed a Scoichman. Perhaps his coun- 
try will hardly thank him for Ray in this claim 
do his proper epithet. ' But ſo pitiful an objection 
to the Roman Notary's certificate, will be treated 
with the utmoſt contempt, by every reader who 
knows how. common it is for foreigners to approy 
priate the name of Exgliſbmen, to the natives of any 
part of the Britiſh territories. _ 2h 

If Mr. B-—-r be an impoſtor, the, poſſibility of 
which his beſt friend muſt allow, could there be a 
ſtronger proof of it produced, than this now before 
us the atteſtation of a perſon in a public office, 
appealing to regiſters, and annexing the ſeal of au- 
thority (&). Nothing, therefore, ſeems neceſſary to 
induce us to pay entire credit to Calgbrinis certify- 
ing that B—r never was Conſultor of the Inguiſition, 
than to have full aſſurance that ſuch a perſon, 
veſted with ſuch an office, actually doth exiſt, and 
is publickly known as ſuch at Rome. Now I am 
enabled to give every one this full aſſurance, . by 
producing the printed Roman Court Calender for 
1756, where I find, p. 70, under the article of 
Conſult, della ſanta Romana & Univerſale Inquifizione, 
the following deſcription of our notary, =_ +» 


Capo Notaro. 1 
Sig. Euſebio Antonio Calabrini. i 

(i) Reply p. 58. TW, 5 
„% I have thought it would be right to republiſh this cer- 


tificate ; and the reader will find it faithfully given in Ap- 
bendix No. II. | - 85 


The 


C55 ) 


Thee unreaſbnableneſs of refuſing to give credit 


to ſuch a certificate as that of Calabrini, will be il- 


luſtrated by relating a fact which is well known to 
many eminent Divines of the church of Exglaud, 
having happened within theſe 20 years. One Blact, 
a popiſn prieſt, pretending to be a convert to our 
church, was countenanced by the late biſhop of, 
London, who made him a reader in the king's 
chapel. That great prelate was deceived. For Black 
was a moſt worthleſs fellow, and after running the 
cirele of the baſeſt immoralities, he eſcaped out of 
England, and appeared at Rome under the cha- 
racter of a divine of the church of England, and 
chaplain to his preſent Majeſty, embracing popery. 
On this pretence, he was honoured and entertained 
by the Roman Cardinals as a valuable acquiſition 
to their church, till at laſt, his real character, and 
ſtory being known, he eſcaped out of Tah as pre- 
cipitately as a certain Jeſuit had done before. If I 
am not miſtaken, the late Martin Folkes, Eſq; who 
was then at Rame, by private letters which he re- 
ceived from #nglend, ſatisfied the court of Rome 
that their convert was no King's Chaplain, But if 
the Papiſts would have been in the wrong, not to 
be ſarisfied with the evidence of a private letter, 
vaſtly more abſurd, and ridiculous would they have 
been, if they had diſregarded a formal confutation 
of the tale, by an authentic certificate from the 
lord chamberlain's office. How abſurd-therefore, 
and ridiculous is the attachment of 5 — 7's ad- 
herents, who can ſtill give oredit to his aſſumed 
title of conſultor of the Inquiſition, tho“ an au- 
thentic certificate is produced to prove the im- 
poſture? But, ſays 3B— (Reply 53.) why. 
did the Feſuits and ' popiſh prieſts, ſuffer me for 
thirty Years togetber, 10 relate in all companys, 
1803 | | the 
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( 56 ). 


the unheard of barbarities of the Inquifition, without 
applying for an authentic certificate to” filence and con- 
found me? —— Mark here the aſtoniſhing inſolence 
of the man! Didſt thou, then, in 4 companies re- 
late the unheard f barbarities of the Inquiſition? 
Haſt thou forgot thy panegyrick on the impartiality 
of that tribunal, which ſo much ſurprized the Noble 
Lord, who had it from thy own mouth? Didſt thou: 
expatiate on theſe barbarities, at Mrs. Heyle's whilſt 
thou waſt praiſing the ſpiritual exerciſes of the Je- 
ſuits, and vindicating the church of Rome from the 
miſrepreſentations of Proteſtants? Were theſe the 
topics of thy private conferences with Fathers 
Carteret and B- r? Didſt thou entertain the 
circle of thy Catholic friends at the ſhop of Mr. 
Lewis, with ſuch matters ? How, therefore, canſt 
thou have the effrontery to ſay that thy Inquiſition 
tale, was related by thee, in all companies? No, 
Sir, it is charged upon thee, and it cannot be de- 
nied, that this tale was ſmuggled for thirty years, 
in ſelect companies of believing: friends, where 
neither Jeſuit nor prieſt could hear, or confute, 
nor was it hazarded in public, till thou couldſt not 
any longer avoid the fatal taſk. I ſay, fatat; 
ſor the following detection could have never been 
effected, if thy own narrative had not furniſhed the 
means of inquiry. Nor could it have entered in- 
to the imagination of Sir H — B——4, or any 
Roman Catholic or Proteſtant in England, unac- 
quainted with what was known of thee in Haß, to 
ſuppoſe that thou couldſt have the boldneſs to call 
thyſelf a Conſulter of the Inquiſition, without :hay- 


ing been really ſuch, till thy wonderful behaviour in 


diſowning thy letters to Sheldan, gave Sir H 
ſufficient room for ſuſpeCting thee capable of any 
falſehood, and . occaſioned his. writing into /taly 
by which means he has procured the authentic certiſi · 
24 cate 


6 
fate of Calabrine which would have fenced and con- 
feunded' any body but thyſelf, and many other au- 
rhentic certificates, which, whatever effect they may 
have upon the fetw perſons who ſtill adhere to thee 
will demonſtrate the amazing extent of thy impoſitions 
on this Proftefant Nation. 5 a 


vena ee 


Detection of B—=r en the cvidente of Proſe 
pero Aſcenziarii, a Canon of Macerata. ' 


HE firſt witneſs whom I ſhatl call to con- 
front B—r, is Proſpero Aſcenziarii who is 
tow living at Macerata, and a perſon of ſome con- 
fequence there, being Canon of the Cathedral, in 
that City. A Gentleman of [taly, who has reſided 
a great many Years in London, and is known to 
Proteſtants of great diſtinction, was waited upon, 
foon after the publication of B—r's Italian ad- 
ventures; and as he keeps up a conſtant correſ- 
pondence with Macerata, about his private affairs, 

e frankly undertook to tranſmit the particulars of 
the ſtory to that place; and to intreat his correſ- 
pondent to make inquiry if B-—7 ever was con- 
ſultor of the inquiſition there, and if Count Vincenzo 
della Torre really ſuffered, as we are told in the 
bloody tale. This inquiry produced two anſwers 
from his correſpondent Aſcenziarii, the originals of 
which, with the poſt marks upon them, are now 
in the hands of Sir Henry Bedingfeld, and which, ſo 
far as they relate ta our affair, (for there is private 
buſineſs mentioned in both) I have faithfully 
liſned in the Appendix No. III; and ſhall faithfully 
tranſlate from the Halian for the benefit of the 
Engliſh reader. | : „ 

122 The 
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( 38 ) 

The firſt letter is dated, Macerata March, tg. 
1757, ln this, after telling his correſpondent in 
England, that he muſt wait for the return of the 
Vicar of the Holy Office, who had gone 'to preach 
near Rome, before he could give him full ſatiſ- 
faction about his inquiry, he proceeds to ſpeak fo 
far as he knew, himſelf. And Mr. B— 7's ſriends 
will find he knows too much; when they read 
the following expreſs Confutation of the capital 


fats, which Proteſtants have ſeen, ſo confidently 
aſſerted. 


« Every thing that he has writ, both about 
c Count Vincenzo della Torre, and alſo about his 
* own having been conſultor of the Holy office, is 
* an utter falſhood (k). And if he had not gone 
* off, he would have been laid hold of himſelf, by 
e the Holy Office, for black attempts. Know that the 
«© Jeſuits have never been able to thruſt their Noſe 
t jnto the Holy Office, in this ſtate; nor did Vin- 
4c cenzo della Torre ever exiſt under Heaven. I give 
« you theſe few lines, that you may not think 
« I neglect your commands. 


«© And am Your moſt Obedient Sevant. 


«.P, AScRNZZIARII.“ 


But Aſcenziarii did not reſt here, for in the fol- 
lowing letter, he hath ſtrengthened his own evi- 
vence by giving us that of the Vicar of the inqui- 
ſition at Macerata, agreably to his promiſe. ; 


(1) The 7ealien expreſſion in the original arci fal/iſſimo 
has a ſtrength not to equalled by any tranſlation, : 
5 | 4 Sir 


(59) 


MacztraTA April 30. 1757. 
ec Sir, 
* No ſooner was the Father Vicar of the Holy 
* Offce returned but I communicated to him your 
letter concerning the ſuppoſed falſe facts, printed 
„ by Father B , that unworthy apoſtate. 
He has aſſured me that the whole is a fiction, 
* both with regard to his being conſultor, and 
* with regard to the ſtory of Vincenzo della Torre. 
«© But as the inguiſition is not at this place, the re- 
« fgiſter of the patentati, is not here. He would, 
therefore, have written to the inquiſitor of Ancona 
&* to ſend him the proofs; but the inquiſitor hath 
© anſwered him that he had already been made ac- 
« quainted with all the baſe falſhoods aſſerted by 
«© Br, and had ſent authentic certificates con- 
© cerning the whole, to Rome, to be forwarded to 
London, by the perſon who had applied to him 
« about them. As theſe will have come to hand, 
« before this, I need ſay no more about this ſub- 
« je&t.—Being always ready to ſerve you I ſign 
„ myſelf, Sir, 


& Your moſt Obedient Servant. 
ProsPERO ASCENZIARTI,” 


Well might Mr. Br be ſo cautious, as not 
to hazard his Talian ſtory beyond the narrow cir- 
cles of his unſuſpecting acquaintances, during ſo 
many Years; as we find that no ſooner was he 
forced to publiſh it, than it's falſhood is demon- 
ſtrated. Acenziarii, as we ſhall learn by and by, is 
an old acquaintance of Mr. B's, and whatever 
effect his teſtimony may have on the believers in 
the infallibility of an Ex Jeſuit, 1 am confident that 
my readers, in general, will look upon it as giving a 
FEY 3 mortal 


(ea) 

mortal blow to his credibility, as the facts are of 
ſo public and permanent a Nature, that the very at- 
tempt to falſify them would be abſurd; and every 
one who goes upon the ſpot, may ſatisfy himſelf. 
whether they be true. | | ; 

But tho* private letters from [taly, ſuch as the 
two juſt produced, will be ſufficient to determine 
the judgment of moſt inquirers, there is no 
occaſion to build much upon them; becauſe the, 
{ame facts to which they bear teſtimony, are con- 
firmed by the moſt authentic certificates from ma- 
giſtrates by atteſtations, of notaries, and by extracts 
trom records. Theſe, therefore, I ſhall lay before 
the public; with ſuch remarks, as may be neceſlary 
for their explanation, and they will open a ſcene of | 
bold fiction which will ſurpriſe even thoſe who have 
the higheſt opinion of Mr. B 
25 and will give him an undoubted right to 


looked upon as the moſt wonderful character, 
which this or perhaps any other age hath pro- 


duced. . 


HRA R XIV. 


Br detected by a certificate from the inqui- 


fitor General of Ancona. + - 


T H E reader will naturally expect to ſee that 
4 authentic confutation of B——r's account of 
the inquiſition, which the inquiſitor of Ancona, as 
Aſcenziarii's. letter mentions, had ſent to Rome. 
This certificate- ſhall therefore, be put into his 
hands, in this- Chapter; tranſlated with fidelity, 
from the original Latzn; which is to be met with 
in the Appendix, No. IV. | 


' | . Fe Joſts 
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«© Poſeph Ignatius Zabberom of Ravenna, of the” 


c order of preachers,: maſter of divinity, appointed 


«. by the Holy Apoſtulical (ee, Ingaiſitur General, againſt 
« Herely, in the Cities and Dioceces of Ancona, 


« O/imo, Jeſt, Sinogaglia, Loretto, Macerata, Talen- 
<«. ino, and in the other accuſtomed and annexed 
400 territories and places of the March of Arcona. 


0 We hereby declare and folmoly et i in the rſt 


place, that the Reverend Father in Chriſt,, A — 4 


. r, of the ſociety of Feſus, a Scotchman, 
<« never. did exerciſe the office of- "—— or of. 


0 . 


* Seconly, we declare and atteſt as 8 chat 
« the Hoh Inqui/ttion at Macerata is ſubject to our 
* General Inquifition of Ancona ; and that we and our 

<6 predecefiors have always deputed to that place, that 
V4 is te Macerata, our Vicar. From whence it evi- 
« dently appears, as above, that the aforeſaid 44 
% B. —, the Feſuit, never was either Inguifitor, or 

* Qualificator, at that place: and it is alſo certain, 
from what has been ſaid, that our General Inquiſition 


« js at Ancona, and. that at Macerata is ſubject to it. 


&« In witneſs whereof, we have ſubſcribed this with 
c our hand, and confirmed ir by putting the ſeal of 
« our. Holy Inquifition. Given at out Houſe of the 
« Holy, General Inquifition, at Ancona, . 


April 1. 1159. 


« Toſeph Tgnatias Zabberoni, Inquiſitor General 


6. Welles wich my own hand.” 


.'Upen printing the above certiirnte, Lthiok I may | 
well addreſs. myſelf to our worthy convert, .in Prince. 


Henry's words to Falſtaff detected in bis; tale of 1155 
11 ' | en 


— 8 — * _— . — ——— wid. — — 


( 6 ) 


Men in Backram—H bat trick? What device? What 
farting hole canſt thou now find out, to hide thee from 
this open and aparent ſhame ?—The Inquiſitor General 
unfortunately for thee is ſo expreſs and exact, in his 
deſcription of thy perſon, and his atteſtation of the 
facts, as to leave thee no room for evaſion, and puts 
it out of thy power to conceal, any longer, with all thy - 
ſophiſtry, that thou haſt built the ground work of thy 
fortune, in England, on tales deſtitute of truth. This 
will appear to be the caſe, from the following re- 
marks; and that the detection may be as authentic 
as poſſible, B——r's own words, from the Printed 
Narrative, ſhall, as I go along, be cited, and placed 
in one view, with the certificate confuting them. 


1. The cavil made by B r to the teſtimony - 
of Calabrini, can have no place here; for Zabberont- 
hath given him his proper Titles, and epithets. The- 
Reverend Father in Chriſt A——d B—r the Jeſuit and 
' Scotchman, whoſe identity with A--d B—r Eſq ; will 
hardly be diſputed, is here ſtript of his Offce-in the 
inquifition, by the ſolemn atteſtation of it's firſt ma- 
giſtrate, declaring that he never was Inguiſitar nor 
Qualificator. 


2. B———r7 ſays, were the records of the inguiſition 
at Macerata to be produced, and conſulted, from them its 
would appear that be had exerciſed there, the Office 
e conſultor (m). Aſcenziarii's ſecond letter, men- 
tions it as a known fact, that the regiſter is kept, not 
at Macerata, but at Ancona, and conſequently, in 
the poſſeſſion of Zabberoni, now Inguiſitor general of 
that place, who confutes B from the very 


records to which he appeals, and which may be in- 

ſpected upon the ſpot, by any one whom Mr. B---r's 

inquiſitive friends may employ. 
(m) Firſt part p. 62. 


3. Tho- 


(63 ) 
3. Tho' Zabberoni ſubſtitutes the word qualifi- 
- cator for counſellor; Mr. B—r far from having 
any pretence for prevaricating on this account, 
knows too well that this term hath been ſubſtituted 
to prevent his prevarication. He tells us, himſelt, 
that he was a counſellor divine (n); and I refer him to 
Limborch, from whoſe hiſtory of the Inquiſition he 
has tranſcribed every thing he aſſerts about that 
tribunal; and who tells us that the name of quali- 
ficators is appropriated: to the counſellors, who are 
di vines ( 0 ). ; 


4. But the Inquiſitor of Ancona's certificate, be- 
ſides confuting B —7's tale, by a poſitive denial of 
his having ever exerciſed the office of counſellor of 
the Inquiſition, gives us farther ſatisfaction, by de- 


monſtrating that this could not poſſibly be true. 


Let us hear B-—r tell his ſtory.” In Haly 
© there is an Inquiſitor: in every biſhopric, or a 
vicar of the Inquiſition called alſo commiſſary 
of the Inquiſition. For the juriſdiction of the In- 
* quiſitor extends over ſeveral biſhopriks, he re- 
* ſides himſelf in the chief city, and has a vicar or 
* commiſſary in each of the other cities. Under:the 
* Inquiſition of Macerata, are the following cities, 
* Macerata, Tolentino, Jeſi and Ofimo, the Inqui- 
© ſfitor himſelf reſiding at Macerata, and his vicar's 
in the other cities (). When I publiſhed the 


(=) Firſt part, p. 45. 2 
(e) Quoniam olim Inquiſitores erant Fratres religioſi 
ideo ipſis mandatum eſt, ut advocent Peritos, hoc 
Theologos, Canoniſtas, & Legiſtas ut eos conſulent---ſin- 
gulis ſunt ſuæ partes L Theologi advocantur ut propoſitiones 


examinent, & earum explicent qualitatem. unde & illi 


qualificatores ſunt dicti. Limborch : Hiſt, Inq. L. II. C. iv. 


e 
( Firſt part, P. 18, 19. Ws 
EE: full 


/ | ( :64 *) 
full confutation, tho” I was then entirely 'unac- 
quainted with che. ſtate of the Inquiſition at ace | 
rata, I was, however, enabled to dete (g) the 
falſhood of the above account of it, - as. given. by 
37, from the teſtimony of Father Piazze, who 
was vicar of the Inquiſition at Qmo, and expresſſy 
tells us that he was under the juriſdiction of A. 
cona, and named by the Inquiſitor of that Place. 
But Zabberomi's authentic certificate lays open the 
whale fraud. In the liſt of. cities, which are men: 
tioned in the preamble, as ſubject to the 'Inquiſitos 
of Ancona, we meet with Tolentino, Fe, Ofimo, and 
Macerata itſelf. In the body of the certificate, the 
ſubjection of this latter place to the Inquiſitor of 
Ancona, is poſiti vely affirmed; and the impoſſibility 
of B—t's ever having been counſellor at Mace 
rata, is taken notice of. For if there he no Inqui - 
ſitor reſiding at Macerate, and having juriſdiction 
over that and other cities, as Br aſſerts, but only 
a Vicar or commiſſary deputed by the Inquiſitor! of 
Ancona, as is. atteſted to be the truth, all that 
B. r hath ventured to aſſert, falls to the ground, 
and is detected in the moſt effectual manner. It is 
not only falſe, but it could not poſſibly be true. 
g. Our Veteran in bypocrify is fully ſenſible of the 
force of the above remark. For in order to evade 
Piazaas evidence about the ſubjeftion of Oma to 
the [nquiſition of Ancona, he hath aſſerted with his 
uſual effrontery, that when he was at Macerata, 
Ofetna was ſubject to that Tuquifition ; and that ſuch 
alterations of juriſdiction are frequently made (r). Indeed 
there have been wonderful alterations of juriſdiction 
ſince Mr. Bs time, for now Macerata itſelf, 


(4) See Full Conf. from p. 5, to p. 18. 
(r) Reply, p. 3. 1 | Th 
5 has 


665) 
has loſt its Lord Inquiſitor (s); his ſtately palace 
ſtarting: into exiſtence like Millions Pandæmonium is 

become inviſible, his twelve well · ſallery d counſellors 

."Eannot be found, and the traveller, who ſhall now 

viſit Macerata, and meet only with a poor Vitar, 

ſent from Ancona, will, no doubt, lament the ra- 
vages of time, in ſtripping the city famed for be- 
ing the reſidence of the illuſtrious Br of its glo- 
rious privileges; and will obſerve as great a change 
between the Macerata that now exifts,' and the Ma- 
cerata which B—# lived in; as between Rome as 
it now is, the ſeminary of prieſts; and Rome as it 
once was, the miſtreſs of the world. Such have 
been the changes brought about, within the long 
period of thirty years! So hath Macereta fallen ſince 
the year 1726, when Mr. B — left: it! The 
wretched man hath apparently no other apology to 
make, but that the Inquiſitor and Inquiſition of 


Murerata are now aboliſhed, tho' they ſubſifted 


when the. was there. An evaſion with which, no 
doubt, ſome of his protectors will be perfectly ſa- 
tisfyec without requiring him to prove the im- 
ptobable, and unſupported aſſertion. And if he 
is to be indulged, when detected of the moſt glar- 
ing falſhoods, not only in the modeſt plea of a 34d 
memory (i), but alſo is to be permitted to change the 
whole fixed eſtabliſhment of policy in the Pope's 
dominions, to tranſplant . tribunals, to remove 
boundaries, and to contradict the moſt public and 
notorious facts, only becauſe they demonſtrate, the 
m of his wild romance; if I ſay any of Mr. 
B——7's. wiſe adherents will admit the validity of ſo 
modeſt a defence, he will be much in the right to 


ite) See the Lady's account taken from B rs 
own mouth 1 
give 


5 — —— — — — — —— 78; —— — 
— ——— — it _ Do WP E- 
4 Leaded — 1 


IN CC re treo ——ĩ—ß5ð — 
p - -_ 


— —— — 8 
— 2 ů be 
* . 24 
rr 


— — +> - : ” 
— : 9 * * * * e 2 J 
2 2 . * 2 © * 
* awe w4 ho 6 5 * * —— — M 
-—_— Th So TEE — n. -S- n * , IT) * 4 * 
— } © = 


— — — — 
— » 2 


— 


C 


== 
8 


ws * — 

a — * 5 — _ 

. 
" a 2 


* Yo ITT or 


2 8 — 2 — 8 
8 = — 2 - " \ 
8 > . 2 : - ER _ = - 1 
— = 2 * — . ²˙a ⁰¹ ? i 2 ay —_— -— —— Se 3 
""—_ —— PO. mow — 0 
— - „ 3 4 
— . — 1 C < Spe , * 


6669 


give them another pamphlet to that effect. But is it 
poſſible, for a lover of truth, to bear with any pa- 
tience, ſuch ridiculous attempts to cover detected 
falſhood ? That Macerata, from being the ſeat of 
an Inquiſitor, having juriſdiction over other cities, 
ſhould, within the ſhort ſpace ot thirty years, have 
loſt all its privileges, I believe as much, as that 
Colcheſter, was the ſeat of the Biſhop of this dioceſe 
when his preſent majeſty came to the throne, but 
that there bas been an alteration of the  juriſdiftion, 
fince that time, ſubjecting Colchefter to London. I 


have as great foundation for the latter aſſertion, as 


B—r, can have for the former, which is a fact of 
ſo public and remarkable a nature, that if it be true, 
it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe that it could be con- 
cealed or contradicted. But that it is abſolutely falſe, 
and that there has been no change in the ſtate of 
the Inquiſition at Macerata, ſince B—r was there, 
is poſitively atteſted by Zabberoni, who, in his cer- 
tificate declares that he and his predeceſſors, Inguiſitors 


of Ancona have always deputed their Vicar to Macerata. 


This ſingle fact, overturns the whole fabric of 
B ——*'$s Inquiſition adventures, and it is a fact of 
ſuch a nature, that the diſbelievers of it, will be 
at a loſs to aſſign a reaſon why they believe that 
there is ſuch a place as the Vatican at Rome. 


CHAP. XV. 


Montecuculi no Inquifitor , and B—-—-=r'$ 
detected by another certificate from Ancona. 


—" 


HOUGH the foregoing certificate of Zab- 
1 Leoni, by atteſting that Macerata is one of the 
cities ſubject to the Inquiſition of Ancona, and -_= 

ere 


(6 ) 


there hath always been a Vicar deputed to it, from the 


Inguiſitors of this capital of the province, demon- 


ſtrates that Bs Inguiſition ſtory is falſe, and 
which is more, that it could not poſſibly be rue; yet 
as we have a Man to deal with, whom tho' it may 
be eaſy to confute, it is not eaſy to ſilence; in 
order to put it entirely out of his power to pre- 


varicate, on this head, it hath been thought neceſ- 


ſary to make farther inquiries into the real ſtate of the 
Inquiſition at Macerata, during the time that B----r 


was there; and the following certificate, confirming 


the foregoing by a detail of particulars, and by an 
expreſs appeal to the regiſter, will open new ſcenes 
of bold fiction, and amuſe the reader with ſome cu- 
rious ſpecimens of Mr. B———7"s entire diſregard 
to truth. c 


Joſepb Ignatius Zabberoni dec. —-&c. Inquiſitor Ge- 
. neral of Ancona, &c. &c. (u). 


To every one who ſhall ſee, read, and hear theſe 
© preſents, we give the molt ſolemn aſſurance and at- 
* teſtation, that the Office of the Holy inguiſition in the 
© City and Dioceſs of Macerata, was ſubject to our general 
© Inquifition of Ancona, not only ſo far back as the Year 
© 1720, but hath been ſo fromit's very foundation, and been 


governed by a Vicar ſubject to us. And from the 


fifth Day of May, 1724, to the 20th Day of March 
1731, the Office of Vicar of Macerata, was exer- 
ciſed, in ſubjection to our predeceſſors, by the 
Reverend Father, Reader, Pius Xnrtas Mon- 
TECUCULI, as appears in the 42 Page of the 
regiſter of the Patentati- In witnels whereof &c. 


> a a Bm © © 


| (u) See his Titles at full length in the original certificate 
Publiſhed in the Appendix No. 5. 
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Given at Ancona in the Houſe of the Inguiſition on 

the 17 Day of November, 1757, Signed. i 
Jioſepb Ignatius Zabberoni, Inquiſitor General. 


© Angelus Bonvini, Notary, and Chancellor Ge- 
* neral of the Inquifition. 

Tho? I have no great ambition to be admitted into 
the preſence of the Worthy Gentleman whoſe fame I 
have been the inſtrument of extending, I muſt con- 
feſs I ſhould not be diſpleaſed to have an opportunity 
of obſerving his behaviour, upon his firſt hearing, 
of this piece oſ evidence. For I cannot frame to my 
imagination the leaſt poſſibility of a ſubterfuge, from 
the deciſive teſtimony of Zabberoni, repeated and made 
more pointed by deſcending to particulars, and 
ſtrengthened by the additional atteſtation of the chan - 
cellor of the tribunal, appealing to records which 
exit, og | 

1. B---r tells that he came to Macerata in 1722, 
and eſcaped from it, in April 1726, It remains then, 
to know what was the ſtate of the Inquiſition, at that 
City, during this time. B----7 as we have alteady 
ſeen, tells us that it had an Inguiſitor, exerciſing his 
Juriſdiction over ſeveral Cities. Now as it is a certain 
fact that Macerata, at preſent, hath no ſuch pri. 
vileges, and that the Officer of the Inquifition, now 
reſiding there, is only @ Vicar deputed from the in- 
guiſitor of Ancona, B can have no evaſion, but 
to ſay, that this change hath been introduced, ſince 
the Year 1726. But this retreat, which the firſt 
certificate of Zabberoni, rendered deſperate, is ab- 
ſolutely taken from him by the ſecond, for it ex- 
preſsly tells us, that not only before theYear 1720, but 
from the very foundation of the Inqui/ition, the Office 
at Macerata hath been ſubjet to the Inquiſition f 
Ancona, and governed by a Vicar, appointed by the” 
Inquifitor of that place; and, particularly, that the 
very 


(9 | 
perſon whom. B----r, exalts to be Lord (o) 5 
———— of Macerata, and by whom he ſays be was 


choſen Counſellor, (p) was actually the Vicar of M. 


cerata deputed by the Inquiſſtar of Aucana, and ſub - 
ject to him. Wo [A Ee EST 


2. But, ſecondly ; tho' we could not have been 


able to prove ſo -unexceptionably! that there was no 


| Inquiſitor at Macerata while B----r was there, which 


ſingle: detection is decifive againſt the whole of bis 
Inquiſition tale; the certificate now under conſideration. 
is fatal to his veracity, by enabling us to prove that, 
whatever Montecucol#s office might be, he could not 


poſſibly chooſe: B. to be his Counſellor, which is 


one of the principal facts aſſerted by the worthy. 
ares“ | Moe, 


4 Wete the records of the Inquifition at Macerata to 


be produced and conſulted, ſays he, it would ap- 
< pear that for the ſpace of three Years, I exerciſed 
© there the office of Covuoſellor ().“ But this cannot be 
true: for we now learn from the records of the In- 
quifition, which have been produced and conſulted, that 
Father Montecuccoli, by whom B----r, expresſiy, ſays 


he was choſen Counſellor (r), did not enter upon his 


office, till the 4 of May 1724; that is, not till leſs; 
than we Tears, before our Hero, by his own ac- 
count, eſcaped- out of 1taly (s). If, therefore, he 
exerciſed. the office of Counſellor, for the ſpace of three 
Years,he could nat, poſſibly, be choſen by Montecuccoli. 
One or other of theſe aſſertions muſt be falſe; and ſuch 


(e) See the Title of Lordſhip; given him; Firſt part, p. 
(p) Ibid, p. 46. Un 
(q) Ibid, p. 62. 
(r) Ibid, p. 45. 
eſcape. 
- J I 

| : inſtances 


(s) He ſomewhere fixes April 1726 for the time of his | 


( 70 ) 
inſtances of fiction would fence. and confound any 
body but Br. But tho” he ſtill met with adherents 
after having been ſo effectually convicted of an at- 
tempt to deceive the public, by aſſerting that Father 
Piazza was Vicar to Montecuccoli (i), can it be poſ-_ 
fible that any body can believe that he him- 
ſelf was choſen counſellor by this Montecuccoli 7.—— 
A tale demonſtrated to be falſe, by the ſtubborn evi- 
dence of dates, preſerved in a public regiſter, the very 

ge of which is quoted, and which every traveller 
into Ttaly has it in his power to inſpect. 


3. Leaving Mr. B57 to clear up this unfor 
tunate miſtake, by the very ſatisfactory plea which 
he made when I detected him in falſifying Piazza, 
viz, that his memory and not his veracity is to be im- 
peached, I ſhall now proceed to ſtate another of his 
bold fictions, ſo ſtriking in itſelf, and ſo demonſtrablely 
fixed upon him, as to make every other detection un- 
unneceſſary, to ſatisfy any lover of truth, that Pro- 
teſtants have been moſt inſolently deceived by this 
prodigy of a man. | 


Father Montecuccoli is a principal character in his 
romance, but tho? the foregoing remarks ſhew that 
this man's name hath been made uſe of, without the 
leaſt regard to truth, B——7, if he has read the 
ſecond certificate from Ancona, mult be conſcious that 
it hath enabled me, to dere? him of adding forgery to 
his f#:ons, and to demonſtrate that Father Monte- 
cuccoli did not write that famous letter, which hath 
been one of the main pillars, on which our bold ad- 


adventurer, hath raiſed his fame and fortune in 
England, ? 


(t) See full Conf. P-. 55 6, 75 8, 


* Ire. 
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- © ] received, in London, a letter from Father 
* Montecuccoli, Inquifitor at Macerata, about ſix 
© months after my arrival in England (c), inviting 
© me back, and promiſing me in his own name, and 
in that of the holy congregation entire forgive- 
< neſs (d). — The letter here ſpoken of was de- 
© livered to me,—by one of the waiters of Pons's 
© coff-e-houſe in Cecil Court, St. Martin's- Lane, while 
41 was dining there, —and Ino ſooner opened it 
© than, ſeeing it ſubſcribed J. Montecuccoli, I 
© haſtened down ſtairs, but the perſon who brought 
it, had already diſappeared (e) 


So ſpeaks Mr. B——r of this letter; a letter, 
which tho? it would have been his obvious intereſt ro 
preſerve, as much as an officer preſerves his com- 
miſſion. or a traveller his letter of credit, he owns 
he cannot produce. That he formerly had ſuch a letter 
in his poſſeſſion, and that he actually did receive it 
at Pons's coff-e-houſe, I make not the leaſt doubt; 


but I make as little doubt, that it never came from 


the perſon whoſe name he makes it bear. The ſub- 
ſcription F. Montecuccoli, which he unfortunately 
mentions, furniſhed me with the ſtrongeſt ſuſpicions 
againſt its being writ by an [talian; theſe ſuſpicions 
I mentioned upon a former occaſion (F), and;for- 
tunately for Mr. B————7 he did not hazard a reply. 
I ſay fortunately; becauſe if he had called in any of his 
evaſive ſophiſtry to eſtabliſh the autheaticity of this 
letter, this would have ſerved only to encreaſe his 
ſhame. For, ſince the arrival of this certificate from 


(c) B-----r's firſt part, p. 48. 

(4) Ibid. p. 47. 

(e) Ibid. p. 49. 

(7) See full Conf, from p. 11, to 13. 


Tm) 

"Ancona, now under conſideration, what was before 
only criticiſm and conjeQure, is converted into cer- 
tainty, and conviction: and I will defy. our Jeſuit; 
tho' he call in all the chicane. of every jeſuitical ca- 
ſuiſt, to be able to convince the impartial public 
that a letter ſigned F. Montecuccoli, could be writ by 
a perſon whoſe name is Pius Æneas Montecuculi.— 
I have heard of a forged ſubſcription, ſo awkwardly 
executed, as to betray itſelf by the miſtake of a letter, 
in a ſurname. But, I believe, never was there an 
inſtance, before 'B——r gave the example, of a for- 
gery attempted with ſo much effrontery, that care 
was not even taken to know, before hand, what was 
really the name of the perſon, ſo baſely made uſe of. 
No wonder that B——7- ſhould lay an inquiſition 
ſoene at a place where there is no inquiſitor, when he 
could be fo ignorantly inſolent, as to forge a letter 
without knowing the name of the perſon, who was 
to be ſuppoſed, the writer of it. But what may we 
not expect from one, who may ſuppoſe it poſſible to 
find his adherents, ſo extremely good-natured, as to 
overlook every failing in his character? They who 
have, upon former detect ions of his attempts to dee 
ceive, ſolved every difficulty by throwing the blame 
on his indiſcretion, he may flatter himſelf perhaps, 
will charitably forgive, this additional indiſcretion, 
which indeed was a moſt unlucky one, of ſubſcribing 
J. Montecuccoli to a letter where Pius Aineas Monte» 
cuculi (ſhould have been read, before it could be poſe 
Ale that, the ſaid letter ſhould come from Hag. 
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counſellor of the Inquiſition at Macerata, an attempt 
in which I think J have ſucceeded, beyond the leaſt 
reach of evaſion, or contradiction, he ought rather 
to thank me for this, as for a favor, than-to reſent it 
as a diſgrace. : For while I ſtrip him of a title to 
which he has as little claim as to his aſſumed appel- 


lation of E/quire, what he loſes in honor he will, by 


this means, gain in character. If he would reaſon 
according to my plan, I ſhould be looked upon as 


his beſt friend. His friend, for vindicating his cha- 
racter from the aſperſions of a ſcurrilous libeller who 


had the aſſurance to aſſume his name, and to repre- 
ſent him as having been a judge, in a helliſh tribunal 
for three years, concurring with his brother torturers, 
in all their inhuman cruelties, and infinitely more 
guilty than they; becauſe acting contrary to his own 
conviction and conſcience. He may now bid defiance 
to the Ghoſt of Vincenzo della Torre, and ſre his 
friend riſe to his view, without crying out with 
Hor ror, | 0s ; : 
Shake not thy gorey locks at me, 
Thou canſt not ſay that I did it! 


Nor am I his friend only in this ſenſe. For he 
ought alſo to conſider that having demonſtrated the 
1nquilition tale related by him, to be a fiction, I give 
him the faireſt plea, to-draw from this. an excellent 
argument in favour of his own abilities. For if in- 
vention, as the critics tell us the be characteriſtic of ge- 

| nius 
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| HOUGH I have taken ſo much pains to. 
-degrade our worthy Feſuit from his place of 
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nius, no body can diſpute B-——7*s being a ge- 
nius of the firſt rank, who reflects that he has been 
enabled not only. to eat and drink, but to fare 
ſumptuouſly and to fill his purſe, the Beaumont of 
the rich \and the favorite of the fair, for. almoſt 
thirty years, on the credit of a tale which, now ap- 
pears'to have been, not the dull, faithful narrative 
of an hiſtorian, adhering to matter f fact, but the 
bold fable of an inventor, unconfined within the 
narrow bounds of #ru#b and Probabilii . 


However, I much fear, he will ſee this obliga- 
tion in a very different light, as by giving this fa- 
vorable account of his abilities, it may be thought 
that I ſhall give the reader an unfavorable opinion 
of his morals; but, who can help it? - Morals 
I taught no where (a), are his own words; but 
morals I practiſed no where, he might have ſaid with 
equal truth; and he muſt thank himſelf, if his ve- 
racity and honeſty cannot be defended, by one ſo wil- 
ling as I am to do juſtice to his invention and 


But, perhaps, the abilities requiſite to propagate 
a tale, unconfined within the narrow limits of truth, 
may not be very eminent. Men are naturally diſ- 
poſed to give credit to a fellow creature ſolemnly 
relating facts, as having really happened, if they 
have no previous reaſon to ſuſpect his veracity. And 
an artful} deceiver will frequently be able to impoſe 
upon thoſe who never departing from truth ibemſelves, 
have no ſuſpicion that hers can be capable of de- 
Jiberate falſhood. Beſides, the impudence of an at- 
tempt is ſometimes the very cauſe of its ſucceſs; 
and nothing ſcreens fiction from detection, ſo effec- 


; (a) Bower's firſt part, p. 62. 1 
1 tually 
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tually, as the art of the deceiver in telling a ſtory 


with ſuch circumſtances as may ſeemingly put it 


into every body's power to make inquiries, but 


which, at the ſame time, will incline every body to 
believe, without making ule of this power. For 


as we can ſcarcely ſuppoſe it poſſible that a man 
ſhould deliberately furniſh us with the means of de- 


tecting his impoſture; when a fiction is related with 
circumſtances which furniſh the means of detection, 
it frequently, for this very reaſon is admitted as 
true. Tho' 3 r, therefore, by laying the 
ſcene of his inquiſition adventures at Macerata, 
where we have ſeen that they could not poſſibly 
happen, by converting the Vicar of that place into 
a Lord Inquiſitor, and by making uſe of Monticaculi's 
name, before he knew what it really was, hath by 
ſuch. an ill-contrived tale, put it in every one's 
power to detect him, who ſhould make the leaſt in- 
quiry, his attempt was not ſo unlikely to ſucceed, 
as, at firſt fight, one would imagine. But 


let not the folly of an attempt ever be urged by any 


one as a reaſon why he ſhould not be ſuſpected as 
guilty of it. Human underſtanding is ſo flimſy a 
compoſition, that when once it abandons truth it 
can feldom adhere to probability, and with all its 
care and circumſpection, it will be involved in la- 
byrinths from which it cannot extricate itſelf with- 
out ſhame. Thus the infamous Bernard Fournier 
when once he had reſolved to be guilty of the for- 
gery of the note, was obliged to have recourſe to 
his invention to piece together a tale that might ex- 
plain the biſhop's morives in giving it; but in fram- 
ing of this tale, he hath run into ſuch abſurdities, 
and aſſerted ſuch falſhoods, as have ruined that 
cauſe which they were meant to. ſerve. One of 


Fournier's 
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Fournier fictions well deſerves to be mentioned here: 
as it bears the ſtrongeſt reſemblance to B— 18. 
From the depoſition of his patron, Mr. Chevalker, 
it appears that Fournier's tale runs thus, © that 
© whilſt he was curate in Jerſey he was int rrupted 
©. and diſturbed by the rude and indecent behaviour 
© of a young Woman, whilſt he was performing 
© divine ſervice in the Church, for which he li- 
„ beiled her in the Dean's Court, and not being 
«© farisfied with rhe ſentence there pronounced, he 
© appeal-d theretrom to the Biſhop. of Wincheſter's 
© confiſtorial court, tor redreſs, and having met with 
gr at delays there he perſonally applied to the 
© Biſhop himſelf and expreſſed to him his diſ- 
© ſati>faQtion at the delays he met with in his Court, 
and chat if he was not redreſſed. he would com- 
plain to the Arch Biſhop himſelf (% And 
yet, nothing can be more certain, than that Fournier 
did not appeal to any conſiſtorial court of the Biſhop 


of Wincheſter; for his lordſhip aſſures us that he has 


no conſiſtorial court, to which any cauſe from the court in 
Jerſey, can poſſibly be brought, or ever was brougbt (c). 
Can we read this part of Fournier's ſtory without 


Inſtantly ſeeing its ſimilitude to the fictions of 


B-—7z? And can we wonder at the aſſurance of 
the latter in erecting the tribunal of a Lord Inqui- 


| firor at Ma erata, when we ſee the former ſo ill 


furniſhed wich materials to deceive, as to make it 

a part of his tale, bat he appealed to a court, which 

never exiſted but in his own brain? Nay, the fiction of 

Fournier was infinitely more unlikely to ſucceed 

than that of B — 7, Every one, could ſatisfy 

himfelf whether or no the Biſbop of Wincheſter has 
| | | | 4 


(5) Biſhop of Wincheſter's Letter, p. 40. 


(e Ibid p. 41. 
ſuch 
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ſuch a court; whereas the diſtance of Macerata 
might encourage 3— 1 to. ie full ſcope to his 
imagination in the framing of his romance. 


What hath been offered in this chapter, will not 
be looked upon by the reader, as a miſplaced in- 
terruption of my chain of evidence; as it will ſolve 
a difficulty which may occur to ſome, how it could 
be poſſible for a deceiver to be ſo unguarded as 
Br is ſeen to be; and will prepare them to read, 
with leſs aſtoniſhment, inſtances of his inventions 


and fictions, perhaps more ſtriking than thoſe al- 
ready diſplayed. 


CHAP. XVIL 


Detection of B—r, on the evidence of Mr. 
| Ceſar Pariſetti. | 


H O' the unanſwerable proofs already pro- 
| duced, by which we demonſtrate that B——-r 
never was, and never could be, Counſellor of the In- 
quiſition at Macerata, overthrow the whole ſuper- 
ſtructure built on this foundation, and make it a 
matter of the utmoſt indifference, whether or no, 
ſuch a perſon as Vincenzo della Torre ever exiſted ; 
it will not be diſagreeable to the reader to find his 
curioſity gratified, by laying before him, what par- 
ticulars have been learnt concerning this hero of our 
Jeſuit's romance. 


The teſtimony of Proſpero Aſcenziarii'a canon or 
Macerata, has already been produced, who expreſ- 


ſly 


1 


fly ſays, that mo ſuch perſon as Vincenzo della Torre 
ever exiſted This teſtimony of a perſon of ſome 
conſequence, in relation to a fact, which he, as an 
inhabitant of Macerata, could not but have acceſs 
to know, would, of itſelf, be ſufficient to convince 
any one who hath attended to the authentic con 
futations of the other parts of B—-r's tale. For 
the foundation of the tale being removed, by de- 
monſtrating that he never was counſe lor of the In- 
> mr it requires little faith, to believe the po- 
fitive aſſurance of a competent witneſs, ſuch as 
Aſcenziarii, abſolutely denying the exiſtence of a 
man, who, if he ever lived, or ever was in the In- 
quiſition, could not be apprehended by father 
Br,, or tortured to death, by the lord Inquiſitor 
J. Montecuccoli.---- But Mr. B—r will ſoon per- 
ceive, that this ſtory of his fiiend the count wi'l 
riſe in judgment againſt him, in a more ſolemn 
manner, and that we ſhall be able to detect its 
falſhood, by evidence as unexceptionable, as the 
effrontery of the relater is aſtoniſhing. | 


The firſt perſon whom I ſhall cite as a witneſs, 
is now in London; one who, by his account of 
himſelf, is well qualified to ſpeak to the ſubject; 
and from whoſe mouth, the following particulars 
were taken, on the 19 Day of laſt December, in the 
preſence of witneſſes. | 


« Ceſare Pariſetti ſays that he is a native of Ma- 
© cerata, and is now five and forty Years of age. He 
* knows very well the family of Della Torre at Ma- 
cerata, where he ſaw, about two Years ago, Count 


Jiubn 


( 79 ) 
6: Fobn Lauigi della Torre, whoſe Father's name was 
Count Lowigi. This Count Lows had a Brother named 
* Thomas, who ſettled at Recanati: but he never heard of 
5 a Count Vincenzo della Torre; nor of any other Count 
© della Torre, being put into the Inquiſition at Macerata, 
and tortured there; and if any ſuch thing had ever 
+ happened he muſt have heard it, as he has lived 
© 'moſt of his time at Macerata, and having never 
gquitted that place and it's neighbourhood, till about 
6.15 Tears ago. Farther, he ſays, that no ſuch thing 
© poſſibly could happen, there being no puniſhment 
* inflicted by the Inguiſition at Macerata, in which 
© place there is no Inquiſitor, but only a Vicar; and, 
«© particularly,” he remembers Father Montecuculi, in 
© the ſtation of Vicar there. Being at Macerata, in 
« Fanuary 1753, he ſaw the Canonico Aſcenziarii, 
and aſking him about B——7, the Canonico ſaid 
© he remembred him well, and that when he was a 
© School-Boy, at the Zeſuits College, B——r was 
one of the Maſters, and had left Macerata for a 
bad affair.“ is | 5 


This evidence being ſo fatal to the veracity of out 
Hero, it will be expected of me to ſay ſomething 
concerning him who gives it. And, therefore, it 
may not be improper to refreſh Mr. B-——rs 
memory, by putting him in mind of the perſon. who, 
in the ſhop of Mr. Davis the Bookſeller, the corner 
of Sackville Street, Piccadilly, about four or five Years 
ago, was confronted with him, and, in the preſence 
of Mr. Davis, maintained to B—7, that the place 
belonging to the Inquiſition at Macerata, was no 
more an Inquiſition than the Watch- Houſe over the 
way (pointing to St. Fames's Watch-Houſe} was 
Newgate. Pariſetti has a, good character, is well 
known to many Proteſtants, and whoever. would hear 
more of him, will receive Satisfact ion from Mr, Davis, 
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( 8 ) 
who well remembers the confuſion Mr, CO * 
under when this conference rend. | 
But tho',  Pariſetti's character is unexceptionable; 
his evidence will carry much greater weight with any 
one who will but talk with him on the ſubject; and 
obſerve the najvety of his manner, and the wonder 
which he expreſſes, that he ſhould be deſired to give 
his evidence to diſprove facts ſo notoriouſly falſe, and 
which he can ſcarcely believe any one could have * 
n to n. | | 


C HAP. XVIII. ; 


Ffckions concerni ng Vincenzo della Torre de- 
tected by the "” of. Signor Conſtantini 


* Fermo. 


OUNT Vincenzo della Torre, ſays rel 

; had lately married the Daughter of Signor 
c 1 of Fermo, a Lady no leſs famous for 
her good ſenſe than beauty. With her family too 
I had contracted an intimate acquaintance, . while 
«. profeſſor of rhetorick at Fermo, and had often at- 
© tended the Count during his courtſhip, from Ma- 
* cerata to Fermo, but 15 Miles diſtant (4). This 
Lady is a capital character in the romance. The Lady 
< awaking at the noiſe. and ſeeing the Bed ſurrounded 
by armed Men, ſcreamed out aloud— till one of 
© Sbirri provoked at the noiſe gave her a blow on the 
« forehead, that made the blood run down her face, 
and ſhe ſwooned away (e. 


(4) B ys firſt part p. 5+ 
(e) Ibid. p. 9. 


(8 ) 


4 


The Conſtantini family have reaſon to remember 
ſo remarkable a marriage as this. A Lady no leſs 


famous for her good ſenſe than beauty, married, ſo un- 


fortunately, only thirty .Years ago, could not, cer- 


© tainly , be forgot; eſpecially when we are told 
That as they had only been married ſix Months, 
the Inquiſitor ſent an order to the Conſtantini 


© family at Fermo, to pay to the Holy Office, and 


without delay, what they owed to the late Count 
Della Torre (F).“ | 


If Br flattered himſelf that, at this diſtance, the 
family of Conſtantini at Fermo, could not poſſibly 
be brought to contradict him, he will find himſelf 
egregiouſly miſtaken, when he has caſt his Eye on 
the following atteſtation, the original of which is 
Printed in my Appendix No 6. nen : 
In the Name of God, Amen. 


To every one who ſhall ſee, read, or hear of this 
my letter, I give full and undoubted affurance, and 
« atteſt in the moſt ſolemn manner, that after the 
< preatcſt dil;gence in making inquiries in my family, 
] do not find that any one of the Ladies formerly 
© deſcended from it, was ever married to Count 
« Vincenzo Della Torre of Marerata : if ſuch a mar- 
© riage had been, I muſt have known it, either by 
the alliance which would have enſued upon it, or 
by other proofs. Farther, neither with the ſaid 
Count Vincenzo, nor with any other of the Counts 
« Torre of Macerata, was there ever, fo far as I have 
© been able to learn, any ſuch marriage. In con- 


„* 


f Ibid. p. 17. 
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TS 
© ftmation of which I have ſubſcribed this certificate; 
, Fermo, this 16 Day of April 1757s TI, 


Criſtiano Cape. Conſtantini,? 


In order to eſtabliſh the authenticity of a paper of 
ſuch importance there is annexed to it. the atteſtation 
of a notary public, to the following elfect (g). 


In the Name of God, Amen. £7 


© I the underwritten. notary public, of Ferms, do 
declare, by theſe preſents, that the moſt illuſtrious 
and noble perſon, Captain Criſtianus Conftantini, 
© Son of Foby Auguſtin (Major of the Militia of the 
two Provinces of the march, of good memory) pat- 
© rician of the Papal State, of the noble and only 
© patrician family of Conſtantini at Fermo, five and 
6 — Tears of age, and well known to me; having 
come before me, did then, in my preſence, ac- 
© knowlege that the ſubſcription made by him. to the 
above certificate; was writ with his own hand, and 
declared that every thing contained and mentioned 
© in it was true; and alſo ſwore to it's truth, on the 
© holy ſcriptures. In confirmation of this, it being 
required of me, I have publiſhed and ſubſcribed 
© this at Fermo this 16 of April 1757, being the 
fifth Year of the indiction, and e the * 
* tificat of Benedi# the 14. 


Antonius Heuricus Martelli. 
Not. ſup: dic: rog. 1 


That the evidence of the family of Conſtantini of 
fr might be tranſmitted to England with all the 


(z) See the Original Latin, in the Appendix No. 6. 
neceſſary 
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( 33 ) 


neceſſary forms to warrant it's authenticity, beſides 
the atteſtation. of Martelli, before whom the af- 
fidavit was made, care has been taken, as may be 
ſeen in the Appendix, to corroborate his atteſtation, 
by the evidence of the Archbiſhop of Fermo, ſigned 
by his Vicar General and Chancellor, and ſealed 
with the Archi-Epiſcopal Seal. | 


CHAP. XX. 
7 incenzo della Torre's evidence diſproved, by 
the evidence of Sig. Coſta and Catolloni, of 


cerata. | 


1 F after the teſtimony of Aſcenziarii, Pariſetti, 
and Sip. Coftantini, any of my readers ſhould 
retain the leaſt doubt of B—7*s having given ex- 
iſtence to a fiction of his own brain under the name 
of Vincenzo della Torre, they will receive full fa- 
tisfaction as to the point, in the preſent Chapter. 


The following is a tranſlation of an Tralian 


letter, (h) from a Gentleman at Macerata to his 


correſpondent at Rome, who had deſired him, in 

conſequence of letters from England, to make in- 

2 about the reality of Count Vincenzo ex- 
ence. | 


| (h) See the original Italian in Appendix No. 7. 
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s l Moy. 1757. 1 
Sir, | 
© I have omitted, till now, giving you any ne ws 

about the commiſſion you employed me in, by 

your letter of the 22 of March laſt ; becauſe I 

was willing, to cauſe the moſt exact reſearches 

be made, ſo far back "as 1650, whether, from 
that time, any ſuch perſon as Count Vincenzo 
della Torre, has lived at this place. All the 
ſearches have been in vain , which have been 
made both in the public Books of the City, as 

alſo in the archives. If you believe, that he 
might be deſcended from the family, which re- 
ſides amongſt us at preſent, I can atteſt the con- 
trary to you; becauſe it is but a few Years ſince 
it came to this place, is originally from Civita 

Nova, and dwelt at Monie Santo. You muſt, 

therefore, let me know, if you will have the 

authentic proofs of this from the ſecretary of our 

City, or from any other perſon, which ſhall be 

immediately executed. I beg you will excuſe my 

having delayed the execution of your commands 
till now; as this happened by my being great 
part of the time out of Town; and the perſon 
to whom I gave the commiſſion did nat acquaint 
me with the reſult of his inquiries till yeſterday 
at Monte dell Olmo, and I am upon the, point of 
ſetting out for Macerata, where if I can be of 

any ſervice to you, pleaſe to command me, as I 

aſſure you that T'have the higheft reſpect for all 

your family, and I beg my compliments to them 
and to all friends.” 

T Adieu, Yours &c. 


CARLO CosT a.? 


| 


4+ „ 0 0 
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n By inquiry from Cæſar Pariſetti the native of 
Macerata, now in London, 1 learn that Signr. Coſta 
the writer of the above letter, is a perſon of con- 
ſequence in Macerata, and brother to Sigr. Be- 
nedetto Coſta, receiver or treaſurer of the public 
mo ey there, who has an eſtate at Monte dell Olmo 
a little town near that city. There cannot, 
therefore, be a more unexceptionable witneſs, 
as the fact to which he ſpeaks muſt be known to 
him, and to every inhabitant of Macerata. How- 
ever, we ſhall not have occaſion to reſt it, on 
his private letter; for the non - exiſtence of ſuch 
a perſon as Vincenzo della Torre, is authenticated 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, by the following 
certificate, the original latin of which, wich the 
repreſentation of the notarie's ſeal, may be 
peruſed in the Appendix, N“. VIII. 


z 


In the Name of God, Amen. 


II the underwritten notary, and'ſecretary of 
the city of Macerata, do give the moſt ſolemn 
* aſſurances and atteſtation, after making the 
£ moſt exact, and many repeated ſearches, in 
the public books of the moſt illuſtrious com- 
* munity of the aforeſaid city, that I have not 
found in any period of time, a Count Vincenzo 
della Torre deſcribed, enrolled, regiſtered, nei- 
ther in the liſt of the moſt excellent reformat: z 
nor in the moſt noble catalogue of the creden- 
tarii, nor in the noble aſſembly of | magiſtrates, 
nor, in fine, in the number of the private ci- 
tizens of this aforeſaid city. And this being 
the truth, in confirmation of the foregoing, 1 
4 * 1 have 


SS Ss 
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1 I have ſubſcribed and publiſhed this, and put 
my feal to it, this 19th Day of July, . 


e Cotoloni of Monte Santo, N ot. | Publi 
regiſter'd in the Archives of the Roman» 
Court, and, at preſent ſecretary to the 
Ct orporation of Macerata. 


Can it be poſſible, that any one ſhould 40 
the above atteſtations, without being perfectly 
fatisfied that Vincenzo della Torre, no more exi 
any where out of B—-7's narrative, than a 
thoufand Popiſb Saints have exiſted, any where 
out o the calender? 


CHAP. XV. 
ogy never profeſſor of Rhetoric at Rome ; 
proved from a certificate of the provincial of 


the Roman Province. 


"A VING fo oth diſplayed 

Mr. 3 — 7's inventive faculry, - with re- 
regard to the inquiſition at Macerata, and his 
friend Vincenzo della Torre, I proceed to give a 
remarkable inſtance of the liberty he has taken 
to amuſe Proteſtants at the expence of truth with 
accounts of emptepesenn of been * by 
him while in Italy. 


Let us hear what he ſays about the 8 
- dunn * profeſſor of Rhetoric, in the — of 
ome. 
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Rome. In the laſt and fourth year of my ſtudy 
Sof divinity, that is in e: I was choſen to 
© ſupply 'the room of F Hlaminii, profeſſor 
of Rhetoric in the Raman college gone to take 
the country air at Freſcati, _ the recovery 
© of his health-----Father Flaminii being upon 
the recovery of his health, employed in matters 
© of a different nature, and ſent upon ſome 

private affairs of the order, into Saxony. I 


© "was appointed as I bad juſt then ended my courſe 


. divinity, profeſſor of Rhetoric, in bis room (i). 


The following certificate (&) of Rzdolfs, Pin 


cial of the Raman Province, under his ſeal of 
office, preſents us with a full confuration to the 
above account. | 


I the underwritten provincial of the ſociety | 


© of Jeſus, in the Roman province, do declare 
© and teſtify, that Archibald Bower, a Scotch» 
© man, was admitted into our Order, in this 
© Roman province, on the gth of December 1706 
and in due time, was ordained prieſt, made ſo- 
demn profeſſion of our four vows, and remained 
© with us about 20 years, till, at laſt in 1726, 

* he departed out of Hay without taking leave. 


& While he continued with us he ſtudied philo- 
ſophy and divinity, to good purpoſe; yet not 
* ſo but that he had ſtill, many of his fellow 


© ſtudents equal, if not ſuperior to him in abi- 
© lities and learning. Both before and after he 
© finiſhed his ſtudies, he was employed as, 
the reſt are, in the ales peculiar: to our. 


(050 B. brſt part, p. 66. 
0 dee the 10 original in the Appendix, 
UNE" 
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© ſociety ; but without any mark of diſtinction, 
© which could be - conſtrued as if we acknow- 
© leged any ſuperior merit in him, above that- 
2 & vor other members. And, in particular, 
© he never was appointed to teach rhetoric in 
the Roman College, unleſs perhaps for. the ſhort” 
© ſpace of a few days, which frequently hap- 
© pens, in the abſence of the maſter. Much leſs 
was be choſen ſucceſſor to Father Francis Flaminii 
on account of his journey ts Saxony, which jour- 
© ney is altogether a fiction; as it never was, 
© to the beſt of my knowlege, ever thought of. 
That every one may receive full aſſurance of 
the truth of all this, which hath been-faithfully, 
extracted from the catalogues and records, pre- 
ſerved in the archives of this our Roman Pro- 
. vince, 1 have ſet my hand and ſeal to this cer- 
< tificate, Rome, in the Roman, college, the 8th 


day of March 1757. 


LL) H- - 


R „ 


Hierom. Ridolfi S. J. Prepos » 

Prov Prov. Rom. 

When the letter containing Father Camers's 
evidence was publiſhed B could urge its 
being anonymous as a reaſon why no credit 
ſhould be paid to it. He will, no doubt, 
change his method of defence here, and as R- 
dolfis teſtimony is ſo well authenticated, he will 
cover himſelf behind his laſt entrenchment, that 
no FJeſuit, not even the provincial of the Roman 
Province, ſolemnly giving us his teſtimony is to 
be believed againſt him. But who is it that 
requires us to be thus incredulous ? — An un- 
happy 
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happy man entangled with a variety of proofs 
of guilt, pleading his own deſperate cauſe, and 
unable to. bring. any one witneſs to confirm, or 


to produce any one paper, to authenticate thoſe 


tales with which he ,hath amuſed and deceived 
the inhabitants of Grea?-Britain. And what 
hath he done, to make him a worthy object of 
reſentment, and expoſe him to be attacked by a 
conſpiracy of this order? —— Why he has im- 
13 upon Proteſtants, a wretched compilation 
from Popiſh authors as an original hiſtory of a 
popes; a work which the Jeſuits inſtead of en- 
deavouring to ſuppreſs could not but wiſh: to ſee 


continued and brought to concluſion, as their 


cauſe muſt be benefited by ſo unſkilful an' anta- 
goniſt if indeed he be not their ſecret friend. 
To thoſe who are accuſtomed to ballance proba- 


bilities, with cool impartiality, there can be 


little occaſion to aſk whether we ſhould believe 


the unſupported aſſertion of an Ex. Jeſuit who has 


ſo many temptations to deceive us, or one of 
the principal members of the ſociety, ſolemnly 
atteſting a fact, which he can have no ſueh temp- 


tation to falſify, with a candor that does him 


honor, and which, to crown his credibility, is 
confirmed, as he informs us, by Recerds,” to whoſe 
decifive authority we ſhall * in the follow- 
agen eie eee 00-0 enn 
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HE evidence which I am now. to pro- 

duce is not that of men but of books; not 
the teſtimony of Jeſuits whom ſome may ſuſpect 
of, concealing what is in their records, but of 
notaries public, unconnected with the . Feſwits, 
ſolemnly atteſting their having faithfully extrac: 
ted, what theſe records contain Records 
which unfortunately for Mr. Br., will de- 
mopſtrate the 8 extent of his Kaen. 


| The curious dener who would. h 
examine the whole of the paper now under 
conſideration, will find it faithfully publiſhed 
in the appepdix No. x; here, I ſhall contenc 
myſelf with citing ſuch parts of it, as are, neceſ- 
ſary to 1 my detection. wt 0 


It appears, then, from the * nh 8 
* Bernardinus Cicconius, a notary public at Rome; 
that he was, on the 24th day of March 1757, 
ſent for, by the provincial of the Roman Pro- 
vince, in order to be employed in making cer- 
tain extracts from the books and regiſters, 
in the archives of the Roman College. He de- 
clares, that all theſe books were put into his 
hands, and that be extrafted | copied, word 
for word, the paragraphs put down in his paper, 


and after he had copied them, he As” 
„ £2 ky col» 


oe 


* 
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eollated them, and found his extracts ta agree 
perfectly with the originals. In teſtimony of 
which he ſets his hand, and ſeal of office; 
and to corroborate his atteſtation, the certifi- 
. cates of two other Notaries are ſubjoined of 
Placidus Gaudenzi, and Bernardinus de Montibus. 


Having thus fully eſtabliſhed the authority of 
the extractor, let us now take into our conſi- 
deration the extracts which he has made, and, 
from which, we ſhall be able to trace this un- 
common man from his cradle, upwards, through 
all his migrations while in Tay, and to furniſh 
biographers, who may be willing to preſerve 
his exploits, with authentic materials to work 
1. In the 1oth page of the book intitled 4 
Catalogue of the members of the Society f Je- 
Jus, of the Roman Province; under the 
article of the Fathers who have ' profeſſed 
the four vows, we read, Father Archi- 
| bald B——r, born in Scotland the 11th 
of January 1686; entered on tbe gib of 
December 1706; profeſſed on the 2d of Fe- 
„ 7 0,9, 


The reader, will find in the following part 
of this detection, the great importance of 
our knowing the year of this man's birth. 
Poſtponing the conſideration of this at 
prefent, I ſhall preſent the reader with a 
' falſification of B——r, with regard to 
the time of his admiſſion into the order. 

+ His own words are that he was admitted 
inte 


1 


into the order, November 1705 (). This 
date is confuted by the regiſter—for we 
read above, that he was admitted into 
the order, on the gth of December 1706. 
The certificate of the provincial alſo gives 
us the ſame date. So that, at firſt 
ſetting out, we find Mr. B——r mo- 
deſtly taking the liberty to make his 
admiſſion a year earlier than it was, and, 
as we ſhall ſee by and by, fixing it to 
a time, when he was ſtill at a great 
diftance from Rome, a ſchool-boy, at the 
| Scotch college at Douai, in Flanders. If 
he ſhould hope to evade this charge, by 
urging his uſeful plea, of a bad memory; 
what will follow will give us ample 
room for ſuſpecting that he did not 

antedate his admiſſion ' from defect of 
memory, but from a neceſſary precau- 
tion, and in order to enable him to give 
eredibility, to one of the moſt remarkable 
parts of his Romance. 


2. It is wonderful, that this man, in ſpeaking 
of the moſt important Periods of his own 
life, ſnould be guilty of ſuch want of ex- 
actneſs. For ſpeaking of his making his laſt 
vows, or ſolemn profeſſion, he ſays, this was 
done at Florence, in March 1722 (m); where- 
as the above extract from the regiſter at 
Rome proves that it was on the 2d of Febru- 
ay, 1723. The authenticity of which 


(1) Firſt part, p. 65. 
(n) Firſt Part, p. 72. 
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date, is confirmed by another extract. For 
in the year 1723, we find, under the title 
of the college at Florence, Father 4 d 
B——r, then actually performing his pro- 

bation. What his motives were for this 

ſecond departure from truth, are beſt known 

to himſelf, I ſhall only obſerve, that as 
one falſnood renders another neceſſary, in 
order to place his taking his fourth vow, in 
1722, he is obliged to vary from truth 
in another part of his ſtory, © For he tells 
us that he was ſent in 1721 to. Arezzo, 
where he taught philoſophy only fix Months 
and was ordered thence to Florence, where, 
he ſays, his probation laſted from November 
1721, to March 1722 (n). And yet, it ap- 
pears from the regiſters of 1721 and of 1722, 
that he was during both thoſe years teach- 
ing philoſophy at Arezzo. 


3- This man's account of himſelf being now 
brought to the teſt, it will appear what 
ſtrange liberties he has taken to falſify and in- 

vent. For, as the certificate of Ridolſi aſſured 
us that he never was profeſſor of Rhetoric, at 

' Rome, we ſhall now confirm this from the 

- regiſters. * In the fourth and laſt year of my 
* ftudy of divinity, that is, in 1719, I was 
'* choſen to ſupply the room of Father Fla- 
* minii, profeſſor of Rhetoric in the Roman 

college, gone to take the country air, at 
Freſcati.— He being upon the reco- 
very of his health employed in matters of 
* a very different nature I was appointed 
as | had juſt ended my courſe of divinity, 


(n) Ibid p. 71, 72. 
| . Pro- 
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feſfor of Rhetoric, in hisRoom " 
25 hole of this account of our Feſuit's 
e "by" is demonſtrated to be à fic- 
tion, by the following extract from the 
regiſters. For in the 14th catalogue, that 


for the year 1719, we find Archibald Bower, 
mentioned as 4 fludent of divinity, and in the 


za year of bis fludies. And in the 15th 


catalogue, that for the year 1720, we find 
bim fill a fludent, and in the fourth year of 


his divinity ſtudies ; which date is confirmed 


by another tegiſter referred to by the notary 


blic, in which, under the year 1720, we 
read the judgment of the four doctors, con- 
cerning the abilities of thoſe who have finiſh- 


ed their ſtudies "this year, and A——d 


Br, ſtands only the fourth i in eſtimation 
for * | 


What are we to o judge of this remarkable va- 
kilation between Is tale, and the re- 
giſters of his college? Will he have re- 


courſe to his bad memory? I cannot be ſo 


charitable as to admit the plea. For we ſee 


now a moſt important reaſon, why Mr. 
B——r's good memory ſhould make a ſmall 
ſtretch, and put down 1719, as the year 


when his ſtudies ended, and conſequently 
why he' ſhould make them begin in 1705, 
that is a year before the real time. He 
was neceſſarily -obliged to find an interval 
between the concluſion of his ſtudies, and 
his removal from Rome, that he might have 
it in his power to fix a time during which 
he might ſay he exerciſed his boaſted profeſ- 


(0) Wp. es. d d og RT e 


ſor * 
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ſiorſhip in the Roman college. For he was aware, 

+ © thathe could not poſſibly ſaꝝ that heas cho- 

ſen profeſſor, while he was ſtill a ſtudent. As 

ttherefore, we find him, in the isch cata- 

logue, that for 1721, already ſent! from 

EKRome, to the college at Arezao, in which 

account he himſelf agrees, there could have 

been no time, for fixing himſelf in the pro- 

feſſor's chair in the Roman college, unleſs 

he could make an opening for himſelf in _— 

the year 1720. For this reaſon, therefore, 1 

his imagination fertile in recourſes, hit up- 1 

on this very excuſable 3 to make F 

the triffling falſification} of one year, by aſ- 3% 

ſerting in oppoſition to what we now know to 
be the caſe, that his ſtudies ended in 1719. 


4. From this diſcoverey ſo deciſſive againſt the 
reality of Mr 3 r's Roman profeſ- 
ſorſnip, we can infer that another very im- 

rtant part of his hiſtory, hath no better 
— As the Boll. Unigenitus, ſays 
he, continued ſtill to make a great noiſe in 
France, at this time, that is in 1720, I 
* undertook, while profeſſor of Rhetoric in 
the Roman College, to write an Tralian 
Hiſtory of the Popes (p).“ This part of 
our Convert's true Hiſtory, falls to the ground 
0 from his 'own account of it. He did not, 
be coofeſſes, undertake the Hiſtory till 1720, 
when he was Profeſſor of Rhetoric, and we 
have ſhewn that in 1720, he was not pro- 

feſſor of Rhetorie, but only ſtudent of di- 
vinity. And as it is admitted that he left 

Rome, in 1721, and never returned after, 
we can now affirxm with certainty, what 


| zune. ie b A o 
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every one, before, might ſuſpect as pro- 
bable, that B- r did not begin his Hiſ- 
tory of the Popes, or rather his tranſlation 
from Tillemant, till excited by the hopes of a 


- .. Proteſtant ſubſeription; a more effectual in- 


ducement than the encouragement of Monſig. 
Keuſpoli, Cardinal Tanara, and General Tam- 
burini; names, which with a happy bold- 
neſs, not uncommon to him, he ventures to 
make uſe of, to atteſt a fact, which we now 
ſee could not happen. N TIN 


| 6. The moſt ftriking inſtances of this Man's 
_ .  wilful deviations from truth, as laid open by 
the regiſters preſerved at Rome, come now 
under conſideration, as we have brought him 
down to his removal to A the * 
of all his wonders. 


From the 17th Catalogue, according to Cic- 
conious's extract, it appears that he left Ho- 
rence in 1723, and was, during part of the 
ſame Year, Lector of n in the 
College at Macerata, © 


In the 18th Catalogue, being: chat for the Yer 
1724, we find him at Macerata till, thus 
 defcribed, Father 4 —4 3— 
reader of Phyſics, in the fourth Tear of Phi. 
. loſophy, Catecbiſt of the * nen and 
Girls, G or. | 


Here then I cannot /avaid: 1 the ſin- 
gular modeſty of the Man, who has never 
once revealed to Proteſtants his having been 
veſted with the agreable employment of in- 
ſtructing the fair nymphs of Macerata. And 
were | inclined to aſk any favor of the ho- 
norable 
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gnorable Catechiſt; I think that by reſtoring 
this title to him, which is really his own, 1 
\* © have ſome right to be forgiven for having 
- © ſtripped him of titles, to which he could 


lay no claim, without indulging _— in 
| fiction. 


| But, perhaps, he will have le obligation to 
me, for another favor, for pointing out the 

foundation 1 of conſultor, which he 

has laid as ground- work of his very true 

Hiſtory. Fos, from the regiſter juſt quoted, 

the whole ſecret of his conſultorſhip, comes 

out. He was conſultor, not to the Inqui- 
ſttion, but to the rector of his o own College as 


a Jeſuit. 


In the courſe of this controverſey my antagoniſt 
hath frequently exulted over my ignorance 

of the rules and conſtitutions of the venerable 
| ſociety of Feſus. An unpardonable crime, in 
a Proteſtant ! But with all his ſophiſtry, he 
cannot contradict me, when I mention, that 
in every College of Feſuits, the rector names 
two or three of his members, to be his con- 
ſultores; with whom he conſults about any 
affair of conſequence, relating to the College. 
Il cdwe this information to Sir H. B. who 
j- nas put into my poſſeſſion, while I write this, 
Printed lifts of two Feſuits Colleges, where the 
names of all the Fathers are marked down 
with their Collegiate offices, and the Gn. 

fullores, ſtand ene the reſt, F 


|| This office B 7 held in the College of Ma- 
e, as he had or helt it before, i in 1721, 
1285 | and 


(9) 
and $722, at Arezzo, as appears from the 
regiſters of thole Years, Mark, therefore, 
here the wonderful ingenuity and veracity of 
this Man; he converts his collegiate office, 
into another not belonging to his College 
which he never enjoyed; and as his being con- 
ſultor to the Rector of his own College, gave 
him no ſcope for enerciſing his talent of in- 
vention, he dubs himſelf à conſultor to the 
Inquiſition, and having, at the ſame time, 
made fome ſmall emendat ions to truth, having 
erected a tribunal at Macerata, which never 
had one; having converted Montecuculi the 
Vicar from Ancona, into a Lord Inguiſitor, 
and put Vincenzo della Torre into the inqui- 
ſition who never exiſted out of ity can we 
have any reaſon to be angry with our 1n- 
n contriver of adventures, if he con- 
erred. upon himſelf an office in a Court of 
his own erecting; and made himſelf an Actor 
in a Tragedy which none but himſelf could 
relate, becauſe, till he related it, it was utterly 
unknown ? | 


6. In the regiſter for the year 1723, we find 
Mr. Br fill teaching philoſophy, and cate- 

chifing the girls at Macerata, and continued as 
 conſultor, that year, which brings us down 
to the important year 1726, illuſtrious by 
the eſcape of — 4 Bt from Tah. 
That this ſtary, as related by himſelf to 
Proteſtants, could not be true, the very 
complexion of it, full of improbabilities and 
_ contradictions, declared. The poſitive teſti- 
mony of Fathers Camers and Maire, which I 
have produced, overturned the whole fable; 

for whereas B---7's firſt and principal aſſertion 

| is 


( 99 ) 
is that he eſcaped from Macerata, directly 
having aſked leave of Montacuccoli the in- 


quifitor to go for eight days to Laretto; it 


haath been certified to us by the evidence of 


the above named witneſſes that he deſerted, 


tho' with different circumſtances from thoſe 
he relates, from Perugia. Tho” the evi- 


dience of theſe two witneſſes ought in juſtice 


to weigh more than the unſupported afles- 
tion of a man pleading his own cauſe, 1 
hall have no occaſon to explain the rea- 
ſanableneſs of this to B—-r's believing 
fftiends, as we ſhall be able to trace him to 
Perugia, and chere teaching in a Jeſuits 


College, ſubſequent to the time of his leaving 
* Macerata, from the authentic evidence of 


the regiſters which have already been fo 
fatal to his credibility. In the 2oth catalogue, 
examined by Cicconius, that for the year 1726, 
under the title of the college at Perugia p. 
23, we find Fatber Archibald Bower reader 

of metaphifics, in the 6th year of his philoſophy 
and propeſer of the meditations to the lay bro- 
ther. — This ſingle extract overthrows 
the whole hiſtory of the eſcape. We trace, 
from the certain light of regiſters every 
motion of this unhappy man, from 1706 to 


1726. We find him change his reſidence 
from time to time; and ſuch is the regu- 


larity of the ge body to which he belong- 
ed, that if he was in more colleges than 
one, in the ſame year, this is punctually 


recorded. We bring him to Macerata 


from Florence in 1523, we find him fixed at 
, Macerata in 1724 and 1725 but, in the 


_ , ſubſequent year, we find him no longer 


there, nor yet out of Zaly; we read his 
; name 
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(98) 
and 4722, at Arezzo, as appears from the 
regiſters of thoſe Years, Mark, therefore, 
here the wonderful ingenuity and veracity of 
this Man; he converts his collegiate office, 
into another not belonging to his College 
which he never enjoyed ; and as his being con- 
ſultor to the Rector of his own College, gave 
him no ſcope for excrciling his talent of in- 
vention, he dabs himſelf a conſultor to the 
Inquiſition, and having, at the ſame time, 
made ſome {mall emendations to truth, having 
erected a tribunal at Macerata, which never 
had one; having converted Montecucwi the 
Vicar from Ancane, into a Lord Inguiſitor, 
and put Vincenzo della Torre into the inqui- 
ſition who never exiſted out of it; can we 
have any reaſon to be angry with our in- 
r contriver of adventures, if he con- 
erred upon himſelf an office in a Court of 
his own erecting ; and made himſelf an Actor 
in a Tragedy which none but himſelf could 


relate, becauſe, till he related it, it was utterly 
unknown ? 


| 6. In the regiſter for the year 1925, we find 


Mr. B—-r fill teaching philoſophy, and cate- 
chiſing the girls at Macerata, and continued as 
conſultor, that year, which brings us down 
to the important year 1726, illuſtrious by 
the eſcape of — 4 B—r from Hay. 
That this ſtary, as related by himſelf to 
Proteſtants, could not. be true, the very 
complexion of it, full of improbabilities and 
contradictions, declared. The poſitive teſti- 
mony of Fathers Camers and Maire, which I 
have produced, overturned the whole fable 
for whereas B. firſt and principal aſſertion 

is 


( 99 ) | 
is that he eſcaped: from Macerata, directly 
having aſked leave of Montecuccoli the in- 
_ - Quifſitor to go for eight days to Loreto; it 
| hath been certified to us by the evidence of 
the above named witneſſes that he deſerted, 
tho' with different circumſtances from thoſe 
he. relates, from Perugia, Tho” the evi- 


dience of theſe two witneſſes ought in juſtice 


to weigh more than the unſupported aſſer- 
tion of a man pleading his own cauſe, 1 
ſhall have no occaſion to explain the rea- 
ſonableneſs of this to B's believing 
friends, as we ſhall be able to trace him to 
Perugia, and there teaching in a Jeſuits 


college, ſuhſequent to the time of his leaving 
- Macerata, from the authentic evidence of 


the regiſters which have already been fo 
fatal to his credibility. In the 2oth catalogue, 
examined by Cicconius, that for the year 1726, 
under the title of the college at Perugia p. 
25, we find Father Archibald Bower reader 
of metaphiſics, in the 6th year of his philoſophy 
and propoſer of the meditations to the lay bro- 
_ thers, —— This ſingle extract overthrows 
the whole hiſtory of the eſcape. We trace, 
from the certain light of regiſters every 
motion of this unhappy man, from 1706 to 


1726. We find him change his reſidence 
from time to time; and ſuch is the regu- 


larity of the politic body to which he belong- 
ed, that if he was in more colleges than 
one, in the ſame year, this is punctually 
recorded. We bring him to Macerata 
from Florence in 1723, we find him fixed at 
, Macerata in 1724 and 1723; but, in the 
ſubſequent year, we find him no longer 
there, nor yet out of Tah; we read his 

| name 


Cine) 


name in the liſt of the members at the col- 
lege of Perugia, his laſt ſtation. For in the 
21ſt catalogue we find him, in the ſame year 
1726, marched off to another province. 


Was there no other evidence to diſprove the 
whole narrative of B——7's [talian adventutes, 
beſides the extracts, mentioned in this chapter, 
theſe alone would have been fully ſufficient. By 
them his boaſted profeſſorſhip at Rome, is de- 
tected to be a fiction, his conſultorſhip at Ma- 
cerata, is proved to be an office not connected 
with the inquiſition; and by demonſtrating that 
he was a member of the college of Perugia in 
1726, the whole fabric of his true hiſtory ſinks 
into fable and romance (m). | 


(m) Having traced Mr. B—-r fo cloſely, while he 
reſided in Italy, the real circumſtances of his journey 
from Perugia to Calais, are all that is wanting to com- 
pleat a true hiſtory of his life. Two pieces of iutelli - 
gence which have been communicated to me, clear up 
part of it. In a letter from one Mr. John Wilkinſon, 
dated Paris 28 Auguſt 1756, I find the following para- 
© graph, F, Crookſhanks is the only one I could enquire of 
concerning Mr. 4———d4 B 7, be is of 
opinion the Gentleman came through Germany in his 


habit; but is certain he borrowed F. Strachan's horſe, 


© on a pretented viſit to Lille, but rid to Calais where 
© he ſold it.“ In a letter from one Mr. W. Green, 


Douai September 12. 1756, I read as follows. The 


© fact of B's running away with the horſe be- 
© longing to the Scotch College, upon pretence of viſiting 
© one of his ancient profeſſors then at Lille, is certain; 
© nor is it leſs certain that he left Douai in his religious 
© habit, and that neither horſe nor habit were ever 
© more heard of at Douai. Tis more over pretty cer- 


-< tain that he never viſited his old maſter at Lille, 


© but made ſtrait for Calais, where it is conjectured 


he fold the horſe, in order to equip himſelf for England.” 


CHAP. 


[ 105 ] 


HAF. 
Carteret's correſpondence with B-=-r authenticated- 


S I intend in this performance to gratify the 
A curioſity of the Public, how far Mr, B—r's 
fictions and inventions have reached, I ſhall | 
leave not to cloſe my evidence, already ſo much ex- 
tended by the copiouſneſs of the proofs, without add- 
ing one or two more detections of this wonderful 
man. | 


Whether from motives of prudence reſpecting the 
intereſts of their order, and their own ſafety, or. | From 
motives of favor reſpecting their ſtrayed brother, his 
letters to Carteret, of whoſe exiſtence we had the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurance, have been denied. This refuſal 
was mentioned in the Full Confutation, and hath fur- 
niſhed B—-r with a pretence to exult, in his reply, as 
if no ſuch letters ever exiſted, challenging the Feſuits to 
produce them (a). The wretched man, driven to lay 
hold of every twig to keep himſelf above water, is 
not aware, that by this challenge he defeats one of his 
boaſted arguments ag ainſt the genuineneſs of the let- 


ters to Sheldon. Had I writ thoſe letters, ſays he, 


J ſhould have taken care to prevent their havi 
ever been ſhown to any living ſoul. I needed oſs 
to have prefixed to each letter the word ſoli, to you 
alone (5). How, therefore, can he be fo forget- 
ful of his own aſſertions, as to urge that no ſuch let- 
ters; at thoſe to Carteret, ever exiſted, merely becauſe 
they have not been produced? I need only ſuppoſe 
that they had the word, ſoli, writ upon them, and their 
(a) Reply, p. 17. 


| (5) Second part, p. 18, tl 5 
Rea Fo | not 


- « = : z 
- 2 — N * 
en — 4 > 
* 
r — gran — 


——— . — 


106] 


not being produced is fully accounted ſor. And 1 
beg leave to add, that it is as probable that ſuch ſe- 
crecy ſhould be enjoined when he correſponded with 


[Carteret about his ſpiritual concerns, as it is impoſſi- 


ble that ſuch ſecrecy could be enjoined, when he cor- 


reſponded with Sbeldon about a money tranſaction, 


publicly known in the ſociety. 


Beſides; this challenge to the Jeſrite to produce 


thoſe letters, is as ſafe as Dimmock's challenge at a 
coronation. If they produce them in a hand fo like 


B——*'s, that thoſe who have moſt dealings with 
him are ready to ſwear to their full belief of the iden- 


. tity, then they are forgeries, then the cry will be, 


that the ſimilitude of hands is no proof. If they do 


not produce them, then his unanſwer'd challenge is 
to prove, lamely as we have ſeen from himſelf, that 


they have none to produce, 


But though the letters which paſſed in this corre- 
fpondence are not produced, that there was ſuch a cor- 
reſpondence, appears, in the moſt concluſive manner, 
from a letter writ by Carteret to Mr. Hoyles (Mr. B's 
proſelyte) and which any one, who has the curioſity, 
may fee, it being put by Mrs. Hoyles into the hands 
of Sir Henry. Bedingfe!d. This letter is dated Fuly 27, 
1741, and ſigned Ph. Carteret; and the following 
7 ſtands in it, to the confuſion of Mr. B—- ; 
N ben you ſee Bywwers, with my ſervice to him, tell him I 
wo nder he never anſwered my letter. | 
That Carteret therefore did write to Bx, is cer- 
tain, and that the latter did not treat ſuch a corre- 
ſpondent with ſo much contempt as never to write to 
him, is extremely improbable. If he had treated him 
ſo contemptuouſly, this muſt neceſſarily have produ- 
ced a coolneſs on the ſide of Carteret; the contrary of 

| which 


9 
which is evident from another letter in the hands of 
the ſame perſon, writ to Mrs. Hoyles, from Flanders, 
by Carteret, at leaſt four years (c) after the former 
letter. In this letter we read, . 


1 defire my kind ſervice to Mr. Bowers, Hill, &c. as 
if named. Had Br treated his brother Carteret fo 
impolitely as never to anſwer his letters, we ſhould 
not have ſeen him placed in this honourable ſtation, 
the firſt mentioned of the intimates, and aſſociated, 
in kind ſervices with Father Hill, and the reſt of the 
venerable miſſion in England. 


However, it will be of little ſervice to Bir, to 
urge, that this is no direct proof of his having ever 
writ to Carteret. For I mult now put him in mind 
of ſomething which I could wiſh not to have had in 
my power to mention, —In his ſecond affidavit, hat 
made before Juſtice Fielding, we find him ſolemnly 
denying, That be ever wrote to, or received from, Mr. 
Carteret, ——any letter or. letters whatſoever. Words 
which I ſhudder to repeat, when I look to Carteret's 
letter to Mr. Hoyles ; and which Mr. B—7 himſelf 
would have cauſe to repent as the moſt fatal words he 
ever uſed, had this been the firſt time of his making 
an affidavit, But I forbear all reflections on this mat- 
ter, for ſeveral reaſons No ſeverity of expreſſion 
can excite greater indignation, than the bare recital of 
the fact. would, if poſſible, draw a veil over a 
tranſaction, one inſtance of which is too much for the 
honour of human nature, and frequent inſtances of 
which would be too much for the ſafety. of civil 
ſociety. And laſtly, I ſhould ill comply with my 


obligations as a chriſtian, if I ſaid any thing which 


might be conſtrued into indecent inſult, when, God is 


() The poſt-mark ſhews it is a foreign letter, and Carte- 
ret did not leave England wo the ſummer 1745. 
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my witneſs, my heart feels no emotion but of, pity, 
and entertains no wiſh but for the reformation of an 
unhappy feliow-creature, " 


CHAP. XXXIII. 
Detection of B—r about the time of bis firſt 
kaving Scotland. © 


'T HO ever heard of d B--r, and his ac- 
count of himſelf, without hearing, at the fame 
time, that he pretended to have been carried abroad 
into [zaly, when he was an infant? They who till 
adhere to him muſt have heard this from his 
own mouth. But, as I have no reaſon to expect 
any openneſs upon this occaſion from that quar- 
ter, ſo there is no occaſion to. appeal to per- 
ſons who may 1 have forgot this part of 
their favorites tale. For that he did repreſent him- 
ſelf as one carried abroad when an infant, is well re- 
membered by many gentlemen; and B—y will not 
have the boldneſs to oy 15 WA 1 the fol- 
lowing paragraph, copied from a letter of the preſent 
biſhop If W 2 writ to a friend in England 
ce The laſt time I was in Exgland, which was about 
e ſeven or eight years ago. Mr. Ad B—rs told me 
« that when he was an infant, I think he mentione 
« four (d) years of age, he was ſent. for from Scotland 
< into Hay by an uncle of his who had a ſmall go- 
* yernment in that country, which was given him by 
« the Grand Duke of Tuſcauy, to whom he had been 
recommended by King James.“ 8 


Out of B—r*s own mouth, withour producin ny 
proofs, may be drawn a complete detection of this 


Fg | (a) Many remember his ſaying two years of age, ak 
ver? ” part 


( 109 ) 
part of his tale! for the Shibboletþ of the north-eaſt 
coaſt of Scotland betrays him, and is a demonſtration 
that he could ſpeak his native tongue before he 
learnt {talian. He had not attended to this when his 
romance was firſt framed, and when he uſed to tell, 
in the circles of liſtening females, that when he-was 
at Calais in 1726, he did not even know-the ſound of 


the Enxgliſb language, when he overheard Lord Balli- 


more and his company converſing in it. But B—r's 
hiſtory of himſelf during the early part of his life, 
can now be confuted by poſitive and ſatisfactory 
teſtimony. h | 


William Menzies Eſq, of Pitfoddels, in Abergeen ſtare, 
a gentleman of rank and fortune, and univerſally re- 
ſpected by his neighbours, hath given leave to have his 
name mentioned on this occaſion. Mr. B—-7 will be ye- 
ry ſorry to find this gentleman till alive, as the follow- 
ing particulars, atteſted by him, will not bear to be 
compared with the account given to the Biſhop of Md, 
and which was a conſtant part of Mr. B's tale, 


Mr. Menzies declares, © That he was Twelve years 
of age when he went abroad, and was at Douai, in 
September 1702, when Ber arrived at that place 
„from Scotland; at which time he ſeemed, by his 
looks, to every one who ſaw him, to be at leaſt two 
« years older than Mr. Menzies; who farther atteſts, 
that Br ſtudied ſome years there, at the Scateb 
college, to the end of his firſt year of philoſophy, 
© when he was ſent to Rome about September 1706, 
% as near as Mr. Menzies remembers, who himſelf 
left Douai about March 1707.” -In confirma- 
tion of this evidence, two letters, one from Aberdeen 
of the 19th of Auguſt, and the other from Pitfeddels 


of the 17th of October laſt ſigned by Mr, Menzies, 


— 


are in my poſſcſſion. 
And 


% 
ä—DůNDHV—D—U—U U V—D—N— z — — — Q — 
8 — We + x 
* ” —_ — . — * 


= 
F. 
b 
4. 
1 
"i 
1 
Di 
„* 
# 
4 
” 


3 "4 _ 1 2 
2333 8 
n „ 


N 


- — * — —  — — 


— ds ; 
— ; 


E 0 N 
And now the uſe which may be made of tlie date 
vt B—-r*s age, in the Roman regiſter, is obvious. Mr. 
Menzies, who could judge only by the looks, gueſſed 
him to be at leaſt Fourteen when he came to Douat 
in September 1702; but, as we now know authenti- 
cally, that he was born on the 17th of January 1686, 
it appears that B- was almoſt Sixteen years of 
age complete before he left Scotland. And yet this is 
the perſon who ſays he was carried abroad when an 
infant, and who did not know the very ſound of his 
native tongue before his arrival in England in 1726, 
tho? his native tongue muſt have been ſpoke by him 
till he was near Twenty years of age, about which 
time he removed from his countrymen at Douai (e). 


Though I deſpair of convincing thoſe who have re- 
ſiſted hitherto the accumulated proofs of this man's 
guilt, I cannot avoid begging their permiſſion to ap- 
ply myſelf to them on this occaſion. - I would aſk, 
therefore, thoſe who ſtill honour him with their 
protection, whether they have not heard the ſtory of 
his being carried into //aly, when he was an infant, 
from his own mouth? If then they find themſelves 
groſsly deceived in this inſtance, ought not this to 
open their eyes? What reaſon have they to ſuppoſe 
that other parts of the tory, with which they have 
been amuſed, have a better foundation? In the in- 
ſtance now before us, inquiries can be made with the 
greateſt eaſe. Let me intreat, therefore, thoſe who 
apply any part of this addreſs to tizemſelves, to ſatisfy 
the world that their opinions are guided by evidence, 
not over-ruled by prejudice ; and by writing to this 


(e) Mr. Menzies's mentioning that B r did not go to 
Ttaly till Septemher 1706, confirms a detection already made 
by the regiſter which places B—r's admiſſion into the order 
in December 1706, which B—r had plac'd in November 
1705, a year before he left Douai. | 

gentleman, 


Ei 
gentleman, Mr. Menzies, or by directing their friends 
who may have connexions in Scotland to write to him, 
in order to be informed of the truth of the parti- 
culars now aſſerted on his evidence, to put an end to 
the cenſures of thoſe who pretend to find, in their 
conduct, no inclination to come at the truth, but a 
reſolution ' to ſupport B—r in defiance of de- 
monſtration (F). 8 


CH A P. XXIV. 
The evidence ſummed up; and reflexions upon it. 
H ene now gone through the evidence which 1 
8 propoſed lay ing before the public, a ſhort ab- 


ſtract of it will not be improper, to give the reader a 
ſettled conyiction of its force and concluſiyeneſs. 


Firſt, then, B—- aſſerts, that there is an inquiſitor 
at Macerata, extending his juriſdiction over that and 
other cities. | 


We have ſhewn, that there neither now is, nor ne- 


ver was, ſuch an inquiſitor, and that the officer of 


the 1 who reſides at Macerata is a vicar de- 
puted from Ancona. 


(J In confirmation of the evidence of Mr. Menzi-s about 
the time when Br went into Italy, I here appeal to the 
teſtimony of Sir Auſtin Goddard, now at Dublin, who has de- 
clared to Sir H. Beling feld, that he was at Rome when Br 
came there, who ſeemed then to be at leaſt Eighteen years 
of age, and could not ſpeak a word of Italian. It w_ gentle- 


man has the curioſity to have this under Sir Auftin Goddard's 


own hand, a letter will find him at Dublin; and they may 
a ſo learn from him the manner of B—-'s eſcape from Peru- 
gia, as he had it from Father Cynyer;'s own mouth. 


R 2. B—1 
8 


nn 
2. B—r ſays; that Father Montecuccoli was Inqui- 
ſitor, choſe him Conſultor, and wrote him a letter 
ſigned J. Montecuccoli, preſſing him to return. 


It hath been proved from regiſters that Montecu- 
culi was only Vicar, and not Inquiſitor, and that his 
name was Pius Æneas Montecuculi. The conſultor- 
ſhip of B—r is diſproved alſo, by the certificates of 
Zabberom and Calabrini. | | 

3. Br tells us, that Vincenzo della Torre was 
married to the daughter of Signior Conſtantini of 
Fermo. 


« « _— _ — 28808 
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5 Signior 8 the head of that family, atteſts 
Wilt | upon oath, that no ſuch marriage ever was. 


4. B relates a tragical ſtory of the death of this 


| * ucenʒo della Torre. 

„ * Gan: f W 16 
MI "Tris proved, by the private letters of Aſcenziarii 
* and Coſta two gentlemen of Macerata, by the evi- 
1 


dence of Cæſar Pariſetti a native af that place, and by 
1.8 the expreſs certificate of Cotoloni Secretary to that 
[i city, that Vincenzo della Torre never did exiſt, - 


b g. Br calls himſelf Profeſſor of Rhetoric at 
ul)! Rome. 


* 


A ſolemn 1 0 of he Roman Provincia con- 
tradicts this, and the regiſters of the . prove 
that it cculd not be trur. | 


6. B—r pretends, that he made his * from 
r en 


- His 
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His eſcape from Perugia is atteſted by ſeveral wit⸗ 
neſſes, and confirmed by the regiſters. 


7. B——r, not content with ſwearing that he 
never correſponded with Shelden, ſwears allo that he 
never received any letter from Carteret. 


. Carteret's own evidence, in the letter to Mr. Hoyles 
muſt give an anſwer here. | 


8. B——x pretends to have been carried abroad 
into 1taly when an infant. 


Mr. Menzies detects this impoſition, and Sir Auſtin 
Goddard's evidence cortoborites Mr. Menzies. 


In a word, almoſt every fingle circumſtance 


which this man hath related concerning himſelf, as 


the means of being countenanced by the inhabitants 
of Great Britain, is demonſtrated to be fiction, by 
every proof that the nature of the caſe will admit of; 
and by a chain of evidence which is impenetrable. 


And yet the inſolent man hath ſo contemptible an 
opinion of the underſtanding -of Proteftants, as tb 
ſuppoſe the poſſibility of the public's paying no re- 
gard to this evidence, and to hope that his own ſingle 
and unſupported Word will ſet aſide the ſtrongeſt 
prog which may be produced againſt him, I have 
requently, in the courſe of this controverſy, expoſed 
the vanity and weakneſs of ſuch a plea. But as it is 
the only one which my deſperate enemy can urge, I 
hope the reader will excuſe my offering once more a 
few reflexions upon it, | 


The pre:ence that no Popiſb evidence is to be ad- 


mitted againſt Mr. B-—# has its whole foundation 
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in his own boaſts of his importance ; a deſcription of 
himſelf, which can ſcarcely be treated ſeriouſly. © The 
Hiſtorian of the Popes was always a contemptible 
object, even before the real merits of his Hiſtory 
were ſo fully diſplayed; and as the calling in the 
machinery of the Gods, upon trifling occaſions, is 
abſurd in the poets, the having recourſe to fraud: 
and forgery, where the object is contemptible, woul 
be equally abſurd in Papiſts. But the unreaſonable- 
neſs of objecting to the atteſtations now firſt pu- 
bliſhed is vaſtly encreaſed, when we conſider, that 
before any of the Italian witneſſes were applied to, 
to give their evidence in this cauſe, B——-r had been 
already difarmed of the only weapon which the 
Papiſts could be ſuppoſed defirous of wreſting from 
him, by the moſt remarkable detection of his igno- 
rance and inſolence, in paſſing upon this nation a 
miſerable compilation from the Popiſh Tillemont as 
an Original Hiſtory of the Popes. The Plagiary of 
Tillemont moſt certainly was not worthy of further 
attention, if he had been a formidable enemy before. 
That detection effectually ruined his book, and the 
ruin of his book he would have us believe to. be the 
the view of the Papiſts in conſpiring to ruin his 
Character. | 


Let us admit, however, that B——-# was really an 
object worthy of the reſentment of papiſts; the 


nature of the evidence produced againſt him is in- 


confiſtent with the ſuſpicion of there being any for- 
gery in the caſe. I can eaſily conceive, that had they 


reſolved to ruin his character, they might poſſibly 


have attempted to forge letters againſt him (letters 
which would have been of a very different caſt from 


. thoſe which I have proved to be genuine); becauſe 
a forgery of this kind does not betray the immediate 


contrivers 
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contrivers of it to ſhame and diſcovery. And of F 


this nature have been thoſe impudent attempts made 
by the Romiſo church to advance its ſyſtem of worldly 
power and grandeur, ſo many inſtances of which we 
meet with in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory — Forged de retals 
of Popes, interpolations of Fathers, corrupted acts of 
Councils, and ſpurious donations of Emperors ; 
which frauds, from the very nature of them ſuppoſe 
that the immediate tools made uſe of to execute 
them, were concealed. But who ever heard of a 
ſyſtem of forgery ſo contrived by the Papiſts, that, 
in order to its being carried on, a vaſt number of 
witneſſes ſhould conſent to be expoſed to all the 
world as the contrivers of it? That men of rank 
and fortune, eccleſiaſticks and laymen, private gentle- 
men and public officers, magiſtrates, perſons in emi- 
nent ſtations, notaries- public, &c. ſhould all be pre- 
vailed upon to hazard their wordly credit (admitting 
that their conſcience might be fatished) by 
giving their names, their ſeals, their oaths to ſup- 
port falſhood? To ſuppoſe that the 7eſuits, or any 
other ſet of prieſts, could have ſuch. an influence 
over ſuch perſons as to make them conſent to be fo 
publicly marked out as lying witneſſes, even in 
matters of the higheſt conſequence to their church, 
is to ſuppoſe theſe Jeſuits veſted with a miraculous 
power of new framing the human heart, and of 
rooting out that principle of honour, and deſire of 
reputation which men of every religious perſuaſion 
muſt covet, and which not even Popery itſelf can 
ſtifle. And ſhall we be fo abſurd as to ſuppoſe that 
what could not be obtained, even to eſtabliſh the 
moſt important intereſts of Popery, could be obtained 
to expoſe a wretched Ex-Jejuit, from whom the 
intereſts of Popery never could ſuffer? But, farther, 
Mr. B——-7' fictions are detected on the evidence 


of Perſons unconnected and unacquainted with each 
P2 other; 
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other; perſons who could not poſſibly confer toge- 
ther to form a conſpiracy, and ſeparated through 
different provinces in Lab, diſtant as Scotland and 
Ireland; circumſtances, which exclude the very 
poſſibility of a combination to deceive. 


Add to this, that the very nature of the facts at- 
teſted, is ſuch as ſhews that they have their founda- 
tion in truth. Mr. Br has unfortunately affert- 
ed facts ſo publicly known to be falſe, that every 
one who goes upon the ſpot may ſee this with his 
own eyes. It cannot be concealed that there 1s no 
Inquiſitor at Macerata, that Ancona ſends its Vicar 
to that place; and that this is not only the caſe at 
preſent, but was alſo the caſe thirty years ago, every 
inhabitant of that part of Haly will be able to teſtify. 
And yet, if this be teſtify'd, the whole of B-—r's 
account of himſelt muſt fall ro the ground. Beſides, 
the certainty of B—7's fictions is demonſtrated 
from the permanent monuments of authentick re- 
cords, lodged in public offices, and which, as they 
have been already ſearched and inſpected, every 
traveller who goes into Haly may deſire to look into, 
and need fear no refuſal, The records of the Reman 
Inquiſition, thoſe of the Tribunal at Ancona, the 
public books of the city of Macerata, and the 
many regiſters preſerved in the Archives of the Roman 
College, are witneſſes which will hang like a mill- 
ſtone about B-— 7*s neck till he ſinks never to riſe 
again, To ſuppoſe that theſe regiſters have been 
falſified, is a ſuſpicion which cannot enter into any 
body's imagination; for the thing could not be done 
without ſuch raſures, alterations, and difference of 
writing, as would betray itſelf to every eye, and ruin 
that very cauſe which it meant to ſerve. — Wretched 
was the condition of the ſhameleſs defenders of tl e 
Nag's Head Conſecration, when they could no other- 
| | | wiſe 
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wiſe give the leaſt credibility to that impudent 
fiction, but by charging falſificarion upon the re- 
giſter at Lambeth (g). And BG 's caſe muſt be as 


deſperate, if he can ſo much as inſinuate ſuch a 


charge againſt the regiſters which detect bis falſhoods, 
and the extracts from which have been made with 
ſo much ſolemnity, and confirmed by the atteſtation 
of three Notaries. Rather than expoſe himſelf by 
an attempt of this kind, I would adviſe him roundly 
to aſſert, that no ſuch extracts ever came from Tag, 
and, in plain terms, to charge me with having forged 
all thoſe certificates and atteſtations which bear wit- 
neſs to his infamy. And when once he begins this 
plan of defence, I would have him puſh it: to its ut- 
moſt” extent, deny the exiſtence of Mrs. Hoyles, of 
Mr. Horne, of William Sheldon Eſq; of Sir Henry 
Bedingfield, of Father Sheldon, in ſhort of every wit- 
neſs that I have produced againſt hiw ; and by an 
affidavit ſtatop authenticity on the bold attempt. 


I ſhall only add, that if the atteſtations hich have 
been appealed to in this pamphlet be not ſufficient to 


draw alide the veil which hath hitherto been thrown 
over Mr. B 


ever to detect fraud and falſhood. For if every 
deſerter from Rome is to be received with open arms, 
and without examining his pretenſions to credibility ; 


if the aſſuming the venerable, but much abuſed 


name of Convert, is to entitle him to be protected, 
and his own unſupported account of himſelf, how- 
ever jmprobable, is to be believed, in oppoſition to 
the fulleſt evidence that can poſſibly be produced —if, 
1 fay, this ſhould ever be the caſe, I would deſire 
every ſerious and ſincere Proteſtant to reflect how 
. miſchievous would be the conſequence. For beſides 
that ſuch a conduct would -expole us to the ridicule 


and 


(g See Mafon, Bramball, Willams, C:urayer, &c. 


's Character, it will be impoſſible 
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and contempt of Papiſis, and give them a pretence 
for charging us with that credulity which we ſo 
juſtly object to them: we ſhould be expoſed to the 
daily attempts of the profligate Ex-Jeſuit and the 
abandon'd Monk; we ſhould have our altars diſ- 
graced by the intruſion of other Fourniers, and the 
ſafety of ſociety endangered by admitting into our 
boſom a ſwarm of vipers, who will put on all ſhapes, 
and aſſume all characters, if their aſſuming ſuch 
Characters, without farther proof, be a ſufficient 
reaſon for our admitting the pretenſion, | 


CHAP. XXV. 
Proofs that Papiſts put on the diſguiſe of Proteſtants. 


am naturally led by the concluſion of the fore- 

going chapter, to treat of a point which well de- 
ſerves the ſerious attention of Proteſtants, and the 
diſcuſſion of which will ſhew that our pretended 
champion againſt Popery hath not been more for- 
ward in falſify ing facts relating to himſelf, than in 
miſrepreſenting practices of the Papiſts, in order to 
make them appear leſs dangerous to Proteſtants. 


In my Full Confutation I had mentioned what no 
ſincere friend of the Reformation ever doubted— 
That the Emiſſaries of the Church of Rome have been 
| allowed to put on the diſguiſe of Proteſtaniſm, nay 
even, that they may ſtrite a more effeftual Blow, to 
aſſume the Character of Proteſtant Teachers (b), —I 
could ſcarce believe my eyes when I read in B—7 s 
Reply the following bold contradiction of this 
Charge. This I have often heard, but I know it 
to be falſe. The Pope himſelf cannot diſpenſe 
with a Papiſt's wearing the diſguiſe of Proteſtan- 
tiſm, or aſſuming the character of a Proteſtant 

% P. 59. « teacher 


(119) 

« teacher or writer (i).“ And in confirmation of 
this unexpected aſſertion, he appeals for the truth of 
it to the“ divines of the Romiſb church, and to every 
«« Papiſt, prieſt or layman, throughout the world“ (i). 
The regard which I have for truth, and my honeſt 
zeal to ſerve the religion I profeſs, obliges me to 
make ſome remarks on an aſſertion ſo viſibly calcu- 
lated to favor Popery, and an aſſertion which every 
Proteſtant (except 5 — 7s Proteſtant adherents) will 
think comes with a very bad grace from the mouth 
of a man, who is, at the very inſtant he makes it 
actually defending the ſuſpected ſincerity of his on 
converſioun. | | 


He is pleaſed to treat with the utmoſt contempt 
two inſtances of diſguiſed Papiſts, Thomas Heath and 
Faithful Commin, the detection of whom I quoted 
from Foxes and Firebrands. But when I inform my 
reader, that theſe two ſtories were looked upon as 
genuine by Biſhop S:illingfleet (k), by Dr. Cave (, 
by Dr. South (m), by Dr. Scot (u); and that long 
after Dr. Collins attacked their authenticity, the 
laborious and candid $trype admitted them into his 
Collections (o), few will think them of ſuch dubious 
authority as B——7r would repreſent (p).— However 


% Page 59. (i) Reply, p, 20. 
(% Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, Pref. from p. 11. to 


30. al 
: (1) Exhortation to Conformity. 
(m) Sermons, Vol. 2. p. 110. 
(n) The Uſe of Forms of Prayer. ; 
(o The Caſe of Heath mentioned in his Annals of Queen 
Elizabeth, vol. 1. p. 556.—Commin, mentioned in his Life 
of Archbiſhop Par ler. | | | 
(p) The Reaſon inſiſted on by B——-r, in his Note 
p. 22, 23. of his Reply, and quoted from Mr. Mitbers, 
why no credit is to be paid to the authority of Foxes and 
$23, Firebrands, 
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I ſhall not inſiſt on either of theſe facts; for I have it 
in my power to prove, from authorities not to be 
ſuſpected, that Papiſts, contrary to B—7'$ aſſer· 
tion, have wore the diſguiſe of Proteſtantiſm. 


, Tf then Heath and Commin did not diſguiſe them- 
ſelves as Protcſtants, what will B——-r ſay to the 
{ſtory of Campian that arch-emiſlary of his own order? 
Hear then what Cambden ſays of him:  *©* Campian 
being of St. John's College, bore the office of 
«© Proctor of the univerſity in the year 1568, and 
being made Deacon, diſſembled the Proteſtant 


_* Religion until he withdrew himſclf out of Eng- 


land. 


Firebrandi, is, that Dr. Naiſon, the author, was puniſhed 
by the Houſe of Commons in 1670 for @ forgery of a like 
nature. Now, they, who have urged this as an objection to 
the credit of the two ſtories, either were ignorant, or pre- 
tended to be ignorant of the manner in which they were 
publiſhed. They do not reſt on the authority of Dr. Nafſon ; 
for Biſhop Stillinpfleet, in the place where he is quoted above, 
tells us, That the examination of Commin is pubhſhed 
from the Lord Burleigh's papers, which are in the hands of 
Archbiſhop Uprr, and from him came to Sir James Ware, 
whoſe ſon brought them to England, and lately cauſed them 
to be printed. N N 
In confirmation of this, it appears from the ſecond edition 
of Foxes and Firebrands, printed in 1682, that one R. M, 
who writes a Preface to it, mentions there, that he ſet forth 
in print in 1678, the two Examinations and that the learned 
Dr. Nalſon added a a few judicious Remarks and Collections 
of his own, This R. W. tells us he has cauſed the Firſt Part 
of Foxes and Firebrands to be reprinted, and a ſecond added ta it. 
Which Second Part is a long pamphlet, containing many 
Detections of diſguiſed Papiſts, writ in a ſtile quite different 
ſrom the Firſt Part. Perhaps I may ſay with ſome certainty 
that this R. . is the ſon of Sir James Mare ſpoxen of by 
Biſh«, p Stillingfieeti, and the fame perſon with Nobert Mae 
Eſq; who in the 110th page of the ſecond Part, is cited as 
one of three Gentlemen, before whom the truth of a de- 
tection of a diſguiſed Papiſt was atteſted at Dublin in 1681. 


| (mm) 3 
4 Land 7 Is Cambden alſo à bv legendary 
writer? If by ſuch epithets, the credit 725 Author of 
Foxes and Firebrands is to be overturned, dare even 
our hardened Jeſuit . pretend to apply them to the 
Hiſtorian of Quten Elizabeth? And doth not he, in 
the caſe of Campian, give us an inſtance of a 2 
accepting of an office in a Proteſtant univerſity, and 
receiving Deacon's orders in a Proteſtant church, aud 
ee 7 --- 


Tf the evidence of the Proteſtant Hiſtorian do not 
confound B——r, what will he ſay to the evidence 
of a Proteſtant Archbiſhop, as'T find it in Sirype? 
From the paſſage in the Note, cited from Arch- 
biſhop Sandy's Sermon before Queen Elizabeth in 
1568, may we not ſee that diſſimulation of religion 
was not peculiar at that time to Campian, but to 
Papiſts in general, and that warranted by his Holineſs 
. „„ | 


When thon comeſt down to this period in thy 


Proteſtant Hiftory of the Popes, may we not expe 

to find the prejudices of our Cambden and our Sandys 
confuted and expoſed ?—But what wilt thou ſay to 
the formal evidence of the Proteſtant Queen El- 
'Zabeth, bearing witneſs to the diſguiſes and hypo- 
criſies of Popiſb emiſſaries in a ſolemn proclama- 


tt) Cambden's Elizabeth, B. 2. p. 108. ad an. 1579. 
r) The Archbiſhop's' words are, „In a paper which 
ec of late came from the Pope as a token to his dear chil- 
cc dren, there were printed the five wounds of Chrift, with 
* this, poeſy— Filt, da mibi cor tuum, et ſufficit ; that is, 
4c Son, give me thy heart, and it | ſufficeth. Whether his 
& Holineſs did mean thereby to allow diſſimulation, or no, 
„J will not define. His practices are myſtical, and his 
„ brood are ſo thoroughly framed in this way, that they 
« ſeem to take the Pope's emblem in no other meaning. 
| , Strype's Annals, Vol. 3. b. 2. c. 19. p. 582. 
Q tion ? 
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tion ()? Muſt not this alſo be confuted:? And 
how impatient ought every ſincere Proteſtant to be, 
till the work comes down to the times of the Refor- 
mation, the only period when a Hiſtory of the Popes 
can be intereſting to us, and when thy Hiſtory, if 
ve may gueſs from ſo aſtoniſhing a ſpecimen, will 
cure many ill grounded prejudices againſt Popery, 
and teach us to believe that we have nothing to fear 
from the concealed attacks of the Church of Rome ? 


The affurance of Br in aſſerting that the Pope 


cannot diſpenſe with a Papiſt's wearing the diſguiſe of 
" Proteſtantiſm, is aſtoniſhing, If, by cannot, he 
means that he cannot by the laws of the Goſpel, 
it is a groſs prevarication; if, by cannot, that he does 


not. pretend- to a right, the whole Hiſtory of the 


' Popedom ſhews this to be the moſt impudent of all 
_ aſſertions. In the Memoirs of Madam Maintenon, 
lately publiſhed, we have the following anecdote 
about Conſtans d Aubię ns, her father. His: father 
being informed that he was making a ſale of his 
& conſcience to the Jeſuits, forbid him to converſe 
„ with them upon pain of incurting his curſe. The 
* Jeſuits obtained a brief for him of the Pope, in 
„ which he was permitted to aſſiſt at the divine 


& ſervice and communion of the Proteſtant Church, 


till that happy moment came when it might be of 


* uſe to declare himſelf a Catholic.” (4) Now tho” 


Mr. de la Beaumelle pretends not to anſwer for the 
truth of the fact; when he adds, that the great 
Theodore Agrippa d' Aubiguò in his ſecret Memoirs 
affirms this anecdote about his ſon to be true, few of 
my readers will venture to deny it. | 


(s) Strype's Annals of Eliz. vol. 4. p. 56. The procla- 
mation dated 1591. 


() P. 73. Eng. Tranſ. vol, 1, 


Impartial 


: EEE 

Impartial hiſtory gives us inſtances of perſons, 
who, tho* they have for years worn the 415 of 
proteſtantiſm, have, when they came to die, diſco- 
vered themſelves to be of the Romiſo communion. 
That Charles II. was a diſguiſed papiſt, during his. 
whole reign, is now no longer dubious ; for Carte 
himſelf (u), however partial to his character, produ- 
ces unqueſtionable evidence of his being a papiſt be- 
fore. the Reſtoration, But if there ſhould be the 
leaſt doubt about this, the certainty of ſuch things 
happening may be- confirmed from the two caſes, of 
Biſhop Goodman, and Dr. Price. The former was 
Biſhop of Glouceſter in Charles 1.'s time; and yet this 
proteſtant biſhop could ſay, in his laſt will do 
profeſs that, as 1 have lived, ſo I die moſs conſtant in all 
the articles of our chriſtian faith, and in all the dofirines. 
of God's boly, catholic, and apoſtolic church, whereof 1 do. 
acknowledge the church of Rome to be motber- 
church (). By what ſalve this perſon could re- 
concile it to his conſcience to be guilty of ſo baſe hy- 
pocriſy, it is not for proteſtants, unacquainted with 
the myſterious policy of popery, to pronounce with 
' certainty, The ſame obſervation may be made con- 
cerning Dr. Theodore Price, who died Sub-dean of 
Weſtminſter in 1632, whoſe devotion to the church of 
Rome appeared upon his death-bed, as may be ſeen in 
Biſhop Hacket's life of Archbiſnop Wilkams (5). 
From theſe two famous inſtances, our difſenting bre- 
thren will have a ſpecimen of my impartiality ; and; 
ſee that, while I mean to unmaſk the enemies of the 
reformation, I mean no reflexion on the non- con- 
formiſts to the church of England. Indeed, fome of 
the ableſt of the non-conformiſt divines have given 


(u) See the life of the Duke of Ormond. 
(x) See Athen. Oxon. v. i. p. 728. 
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1 
their. teſtimony as fully upon this ſubject, as any- of 
the eſtabliſhed church. And I ſhall not be afraid to 
give any offence to proteſtants of any denomination, 


A declaring it to be my opinion, that the diviſions 
o 


proteſtants have been enlarged, and increaſed, by 
the inceſſant ſilent workings of Popiſb emiſſaries, un» 
der borrowed characters, when I can join to our 
Bramballs (z), our Groves (a), our Tenni ſons (b), our 
Caves (c), our Scots (d), our Stillingfeets (e), the teſti- 
mony of that great and worthy non- conformiſt, Mr. 
Pb. Me (J), who ſpeaks of Satan's ſetting on foot, 
by Jeſuits, the variety of ways of religion amongſt us. 
Nor can I fee the leaſt reafon, why it ſhould be 
conſtrued into a reproach on the body of diſſenters, 
to ſay that popiſb emiſſaries have ſomerimes crept in 


nmongſt them. Can it reflect on the fidelity of an 


army to ſay, that two or three ſpies have been de- 
tected in their camp? At this rate, the eſtabliſhed 
church would fhare the reproach, For, not to men- 
tion the diſſimulation of a Goodman and a Price, it 


(z) See Archbiſhop Bramball's letter to Archbiſhop Uſer, 

() See Biſhop Grove's Perſuaſive to Communion with 
the Church of England. Knut 

(5) See Archbiſhop Tenniſin's Argument for Union 
le) Exhortation to Conformity, | 

4) Uſe of Forms of Prayer. 
| 63 Hiſtory of Separation. we 

) Ver Ca": p. 24, 25. Whoever would ſee more on 
this head, of diſguiſed papiſts, may conſult Ruſbweorth's Col- 
lections, Pryme's Works e dward's Gangrene, Care's 
Hiſtory of Plots, P. du Maulin's Works, Bates's Elenchus, 
Modern Machiavel, Ravilliac rediuivus, &c. &c. &c. 

I ſhall add, as another confutation of Br on this head, 
a declaration of Oliver Cromwell, publiſhed OR. 31, 1655, 
where mention is made, That Jeſuits have been found among 
ſome diſcontented parties in this nation, who are obſerved to 


quarrel and fall out with every firm or adminiſtration in the 
Church or State, | ie, 


(ns) 
was to the communion of the church of England that 
Br hath declared himſelf a proſelyte.— he truth 
is, the reproach can only begin, when the impoſture 
is co 1 and can de extended. no farther, 
than to the individuals who refuſe the means of con- 
viction, not to the body, in e r whom 
the impoſioe was. concealed, 


* 
It is remarkable chat . when n his own 3 
mean character is under conſideration, objects to po- 
auch evidence; but when an important charge is 
ht againſt papiſts in general, - that of diſgui- 
IT to divide proteſtants——then he ap- - 
> 


to popiſh. divines for a confutation of it. Let 

if he can clear up this inconſiſtency, while 1 
humour him ſo far as to produce two noted fathers - 
of his own body, whoſe evidence he will not much 
like. What - 44 will he ſay to the famous direc-- 
tions of the Jeſuit Contzens, for introducing popery- 
into a country, amongſt which we read this 70 
mate as much of the diviſions of enemies, as of the 
"_ of friends (g). Does not this imply what 1 

For how can the Jeſuits make much of the 

diviſions of enemies, unleſs they foment them? And 
how can they do this, without thoſe diſguiſes in 
which proteſtants have often detected them? But 
another Jeſuit, Campanella, ſpeaks out. Con- 
« cerning the weakening the Engliſb, ſays he, there 
* can be no better way poſſibly found out, than by 
„ cauſing diviſions. and diſſenſions among them- 
& ſelves.-—— And as for their religion, it cannot be 
* ſo eaſily extinguiſhed and rooted out, unleſs there 
were ſome certain ſchools ſet up in Flanders—by 
means of which there ſhould be ſcattered abroad 
the ſeeds of ſchiſm, &c (b).“ 


(e) Contz. Polit. I. ii. chap. 18. ſect. 9. 
(b) Campanella on the Spaniſh Monarchy, c. 25. p. 157. 
as quoted by Archbiſhop Tenniſan. 
When 


— — — 


( 126 ) | 

When Mr. B—7 ſhall be able to prove the exiſt- 
ence of Vincenzo della Torre, and the genuineneſs of 
J. Montecuccoli's letter, then will he be able to prove, 
that he did not mean to undermine the proteſtant re- 
ligion by his bold denial of popiſh diſſimulation, per- 
mitted to ſerve the great intereſts of their church, ſo 
clearly detected by proteſtants, and ſo fully owned by 
Feſuits themſelves. 1 ſhall produce the evidence 
of one more Jeſuit upon this point, whoſe authority, 
I think, every one of my readers will; at leaſt, put 
upon a level with that of 4—d B—r. T have in my 
eye the renowned Titus Oates. If this worthy gen- 
tleman had ever heard of Mr. B—r's doctrine, that 
papiſts are not allowed to wear the diſguiſe of pro- 
teſtants, would he have filled his narrative with ſo 
many diſcoveries of ſuch hiſtories? I ſay nothing of 
Oates's pretenſions to credibility z; every one of my 
readers muſt judge for himſelf, without waiting for 
my opinion. But whether he diſcovered a real plot, 
as the nation at the time believed, or only dreſſed up 
a fiction of his own brain, as all the late hiſtorians 
agree, thus far muſt be admitted, that a man who 
had been amongſt the Jeſuits, as Oates certainly was, 
7 muſt have known what was permitted to be done by 
\ the Jeſuiis; and, conſequently, he is a witneſs ve 
| proper to be confronted with B—r ; and, I proteſt, I 


ſee no reaſon why the Salamanca doctor ſhould not 
# be believed, in this inſtance, preferable to the Fzſuit 
| | of Macerata. The latter denies the poſſibility of 
i facts known to be true; whereas the former, at the 
a worſt, only aſſerts ſuch facts as, tho? falſe, yet poſſi- 
bly might have happened. 1 


When we obſerve the amazing boldneſs of B— 
q in denying that papiſts are ever allowed to wear the 
q diſguiſe of proteſtantiſm, and conſider thoſe incon- 
| teltable proofs which I have produced to * 
3 ä im, 
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him, and which he muſt certainly have known 
would be produced; this ought, in every other in- 
ſtance to make us ſuſpect him, -nay doubt] the 
truth of his aſſertions, in proportion as he is perempt- 
ory in making them. But he had much at 'ſtake;z 
and having, for ſo many years, relied ſo much on 
Proteſtant credulity, he might hope that this addi- 
tional and ſtrange falſhood would paſs unnoted. 
At the worſt he could only be detected, and, to uſe 
the words of a great political writer: abandoned fel- 
vorus never value the ſhame of being detected, provided 
they think the lie will be of ſervice to them for a ay, 
or even for an hour (i). But this is a falſhood of 
- ſuch (conſequence, that the detection of it, mult, 
for ever, ruin 3.7 s pretenſions to be a ſincere 
Proteſtant. By aſſerting it, he gives us a moſt con- 
vincing proof of his inelinations to ſerve Popery. 
For could he once get this to be believed, he would 
do more harm to Proteſtantiſm than a hundred 
quartos, full of invective againſt the Popes, would do 
good; becauſe open attacks from Papiſts we need 
not fear, but their ſecret workings are the more dan- 
gerous, as they cannot be guarded againſt, and 
therefore, in this way, as we have ſeen from the 
above-mentioned facts, Papiſts have ever ſince the 
Reformation, choſen to direct their attacks. 


\ 


And now I may, with confidence appeal to the 

=, impartial public, and aſk who has the beſt preten- 
. fions to be looked upon as a friend to Protellantiſm, 

I., who without reſerve have thought it my duty to 

warn Proteſtants to be upon their guard where there 

is moſt danger of the enemy's approach, and would 

fix their attention on a moſt alarming myſtery of 

Popiſh policy working inceſſantly amongſt us, or 

He, who attempts to lull them into a deceitful ſecu- 


rity, 
% Craftſmar's Vindication of his Patron, 


Tx) 
tity, and does what in him lies to tear up Proteftad= 
tiſm from the very root, and expoſe it to thoſe ſnares 
which alas, have been but too fucceſsfully employed 
Already, and which ſuch inſtruments as N 
moſt e continue to i» cniphoy. eng 


What could [induce our pretended — 4s 
-throw off the maſk ſo rdedly, can on de 

ueſſed. It ſeems moſt probable that he was wi 
to. attone for the ſevere reflections he had” found it 
neceſſary in his own — N to make on the mentul 
-reftrifiions, equrvocation, reſervations of Fe 
be to pour oil into che wounds whichhe 1 ad 
made. Unhappily, forced to defend himſelf at the 
-expence of his old friends, in one inſtance, by vin- 
dicating themefrom another charge, a charge conti · 
nued from the Reformation, in the writings of our 
divines and in the narratives of bur hiſtorians ; and 
aà charge; the diſproving of awhith would be of the 
- utmoſt conſequence to the eauſe of oat he was 
in hopes, perhaps, of ſecuring not only pardon fbr 
his former tranigreſſions, but ture er n 1 
ward wow the TOI n 12 : 


| A/ fer dur Frotetsat lde, this AY 
as effectually difproved as it was impudently made, 
will meet with no credit, unleſs perhaps amongſt 
- ſore of his blinded admirers; Who, no doubt, in 
good time, aided by ſuch a counſellor, will have 

their eyes opened, and get the better of thoſe other 

Proteſtant prejudices, which their convert, ever 
ready, as he tells us, to vindicate N * 
juſtly attacked, 0 bee eat to e 
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AS l revived this fubje&, about which the public 

in general had long ago formed its judgment, 
not to reply to ſophiſtry and evaſion, but to produce 
new evidence; nat with a view to rob Mr. 3 — r of 
thoſe. friends whom he may ſtill have left, but to 
gratify the curioſity of thoſe: whoſe eyes were already 
opened, by making this detection more complete; this, 
I fay, being my principal view in the preſent perfor · 
mance, and having: ſo fully executed it, I think it is 
now full time to take my leave. Pad Hy Digg 


* 1 


But before I cloſt this eontroverſy, while I expreſt 
myſelf happy in having my labours to undeceive the 
| public, amply recompenſed by- the very general 
approbation of Proteſtants of all denominations, it 
is not without concern that I muſt obſerve that ſome 
few perſons are ſtill faſcinated by the arts of the 
deceiver, perſons for whoſe characters both as lovers 
of truth, and as men of abilities, I have all pro 
reſpect. Tho in the heat of controverſy, Tall 
of my ſubject, and of the commanding proofs by 
which J had unmaſked the Jeſuit, I let fall ſome ge- 
neral expreſſions, which might imply, that I put Mr. 
Bs few remaining friends upon a level, I know 
that much may be aſcribed to unſuſpecting friendſhip 
and long habit of good opinion, much way be imputed. 
[to goodneſs of heart always moſt expe fed to the ſnares of 
arriſſce, without reſolving a rejection of convincing 
-evidence entirely into want of judgment, or want of 
candor. And whatever may be my opinion of fome o- 
ther perſons who have injuriouſly cenſured my motives 
in the detection of B-—x, this I can prove from my 
"I R | former 


(eizo) 
former pamphlets, on this ſubject - that I had a juſt 
ſenſe of the merit of at leaſt two or three of this 
man's friends, And haviag done juſtice to their 
characters when I declared my opinion at my firſt 

ſetting out in the controverſy, l they would not have 
honoured B. r with their friendſhip, if they had not 
thoug hi him the-man of truth and religion (a); having 
farther declared, in the concluſion; of) my laſt pam- 
phlet. that the diſſent of ſome of Mr.  B——7's 
friends from the voice of the impartial 7 ublic bath not 
been owing (ſuth is my opinion of their worth) to any 
backwardneſo to admit the truth (b); having, 1 ſay, 
ſuch proofs to appeal to, I ſhall not reproach- myſelf, 
if notwithſtanding this public acknowl: dgment, I 
ſhould till be ſo unfortunate as not to obtain their 
ood opinion, which, as I expreſſed myſelf formerly, 
7 ſhould be proud to eee which ſerch I os 
done nothing to. ff, eit. 25 | 


J At all +} ſhall remain, „ perfertly ſatisfied 
with the pleaſing reflection of having done my duty, 
as a ſincere Proteſtant, and with having found the 
moſt learned and reſpectable of the eſtabliſhed clergy, 
and indeed the public in general agreeing with me in 
my ſentiments on this affair, and looking upon the 
detection of an inſolent deceiver, as a debt due 
to that public which he had impoſed upon, to 
that church of which he had pretended to be a 
champion, and to which he hat e to BE a 
convert. 
Averviate the charter of the ſalferer for religion 
and conſcience; but I would recommend care and 
circumſpection in allowing the claim to ſuch a cha- 
bacter. In this view ee —— Of B— ru 1 be 
5 af 
(a) See Letters ill. p. 9: 1 

05 Full Conf. p. 91. 
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vf ſingular ſervice to the public; it will not deter the 
real Convert, but only the diſſembling profligate, from 
ſeeking an ahlum with Proteſtants. And while 
future Gavins, future Fourniers, future Blacks, and 
future B——rs will no longer attempt their impoſi- 
tions, the real proſelyte for Conſcience, who can give 
a ſatisfactory account of the motives of his change, 
who can produce proofs of his being the perſon he 
pretends to be, and after his coming amongſt us 
lives a life ſuitable to the purity and ſanctity expected 
from a man in his circumſtances; ſuch a Perſon 
need never fear the kindeſt reception and the warmeſt 
encouragement, from a people who have the ſatis- 
faction to boaſt of having extended their protection 
to a Courayer, whoſe innocence, abilities, and lear- 
ning exalt his character above all commendation; 
and whoſe immortal labours to deſtroy the eſſential 
corruptions of Popery, cannot but make us think 
it a public loſs. that he ſhould have the eaſt objection 
to put it in our power to elevate him to a diſtinguiſhed 
ſtation in that Proteſtant church which he hath fo 
nobly defended. | e e DOES: | 


And now, after all that has been ſaid, I flatter 
myſelf, no fincere and ſenſible Proteſtant will be 
under the leaſt concern, if this controverſy ſhould 
deprive us of the Hiſtory of the Popes by A——d 
B——-r Eſq; For, tho* the Man, even after his 
book hath been demonſtrated to be as much a coun- 
terfeit as himſelf, hath ſtill the aſſurance to ſay, that 
men of the greateſt learning bave looked upon it as the 
moſt effettual blow that ever was given to Popery (a) 
it he can produce, by name, any one man of acknow- 
ledged (I will not ſay great but) competent learning, 
who will give it as his opinion, that his Hiſtory of the 
Popes is, I wont ſay the moſt effectual blow, but 
any blow at all, I will agree to ſubſcribe to the truth 

(c) Reply, p. 23, | 
R 2 of 


( 132 ) 
of his miraculous eſcape, and will admit that 4 
letter ſigned 7. Montecuccoli could poſſibly be writ by 
Pius Aineas Montecuculi, and allow that Vincenzo della 
Torre died in the Inquiſition at Macerata, tho* I have 
proved that he never lived, N 


However, tho' 1 may be inſtrumental in depriv- 
ing my countrymen of 5B—— 7's Hiftory, I have 
been the means of giving them one which is certainly 
a better. The tranſlation of the French Hiſtory of 
the Popes, now publiſhing, in which the riſe and 
progreſs of the papal uſurpations, corruptions and ſu- 
perſtitions, are faithfully and ſtrongly repreſented, will 
make ample amends for interrupting the publication 
of the crude collections of the Plagiary of Tillemont. 
And as the detection of this ſtrange man hath given 
occaſion to a gentleman of learning to think of put- 
ting into the hands of his countrymen this Hiſtory, 
publiſned (if not writ) by Bruys, and to add to the 
value of the original, by ſome uſeful and ſenſible 
notes, it gives me real ſatisfaction to reflect, that I 
can reckon this as one of the many real advantage: 
which the Proteſtant inhabitants of Great Britain will 
1eap from the detection of {——d B——7, 


One thing more is neceſſary to inform the public, 
before I take my final leave of a controverſy, which 
I have ſo entirely exhauſted ; that the - ſeven letters 
to Father Shelgen, the receipts for the annuity from 
the Jeſuits, and the authentic papers and certificates 
from Italy, are ſoon to be depoſited in the Bodleian 
Library at Oxford, by which means every one may 
have acceſs to inſpect and to examine them, Mr. 
B r himſelf may have full liberty to find out the 


marks of fraud or forgery, hitherto unproved; and 
poſterity, if this detection ſhall reach poſterity, may 


be able to form a judgment of the real character of 
JI Br. 
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POSTSCRITY ST. 


LF JHILE the foregoing Detection was in the preſs, 2 
pamphlet appeared under the title of Same v 
remarkable Fas lately diſcovered, relating to the Condutt of 
Feſuits, with regard to Mr. Bower, &c. a pamphlet fo con- 
temptible in every view, that I ſhould have left it to that 


obſcurity into which hypocritical cant, miſplaced abuſe, and 


wild bombaſt will always fink, if I had not been willing, at 
the winding up of the controverſy, to give the public a con- 
vineing proof how deſperate is the caſe of Mr. B—-r, who 
can think of catching at ſuch ſtraws to ſave himſelf from 
drow ning. n | 1 | 


One William Arnold, lately an Apothecary in St. Alban: 
Street, but who has diſapprared out of that neighbourhood, 
is the hero of the piece, and in two letters, without dates, 
to ſamebody ſaid to be a clergyman of the church of England, 
who writes an Introduction and Concluſion, very free ule is 
made of the names of Sir Henry Bedingfeld, and of the Reve- 
rend Mr. Deuglas, about a ſtory of a ſiſter of Arnold whom 
r had courted, —— Theſe two gentlemen have given 
me full liberty to lay before the public their account of the 
tranſaction, and the inſinuations of Arnold to their diſadvan- 
tage will appear to be groundleſs, and confuted by himſelf. 


pon deſiring Sir H. B. to give me an account of his 
converſation with this Arnold, In the firſt place, he ſaid, 


he hoped his character ſtood not in need of any juſtifica- 


< tion ; that he flattered himſelf all thoſe perſons to whom 
he had the honour to be known would do him the juſtice 
to believe him incapable of forfeiting his word of honour ; 
and as for what Mr. B——» or his new advocate the 
** Apothecary, can or will ſay of him, tho' atteſted by oaths 

* nuthentically recorded, they never will give him either the 

« leaſt ſatisfaQtion or the leaſt uneaſineſs. The Apothecary, 

Sir Henry ſaid, informed him of B—-#'s courtſhip. to 
his ſiſter of many years ſtanding, and that he had burnt 
(Sir Harry believes he ſaid a year before) a whole bag 
. | cc or 
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cc or buſhel full of 5B: 's letters to his ſiſter, ſome of 
ce which were in Italian that whenever . was 
ec prefled about the article of marriage. with his ſiſter he 
c evaded or ſhuffled it off, by ſaying, he could not think of 
« ſettling till a law-ſuit he had in and about an eſtate, 
cc was determined. He farther told Sir H. that his filter, 
c upon hearing B—-r's marriage confirmed, was deeply 
cc affected with it, that ſhe pined away, and died in a few 
«© months after not (continued the Apothecary) that I can 
ec poſitively affirm that was the cauſe of her death—God 
« forbid I ſhould—but grief, Sir, grief, you know—there he 
6“ paus'd and wept.” ee | 


Sir H. B. farther obſerved to me, and very juſtly, “ That 
e the Apothecary cannot, upon recollection, think himſelf 
«© much obliged to his new friend, who makes him relate 
« and declare all the particulars of B--—-rs courtſhip to 
< his ſiſter to him (Sir H. B.) under the ſacred ſanction of 
«© his word of honour for ſecrecy; and that in the preſence 
« of an elderly gloomy looking gentleman, with his arm in a 
« black fling, who was by all the while, and who, he owns, 
4 was an entire ſiranger i him (a), even without previouſly 
c aſking whether that gloomy gentleman could be truſted 
<<. with the ſecret. Sure (continued Sir H) when the Apo- 
c thecary faw a ſtranger in the room with his arm hung in 
« a black ſling, (who, for aught he then knew, might be a 
«captain of militia, as well as the eminent Feſuit Carteret), 
cc it would have been but natural for him, and what com- 
« mon ſenſe would have dictated to any body, to deſire 
% Sir H. to withdraw with him to another room, if, what 
cc he intended to relate, he intended ſhould be ſecret. Pro- 
ce bably, and Sir H. believes it to be true, that the next 
c time Arnold waited upon him, upon giving him his ſiſters 
« letters to read, he deſired fecrecy, as they regarded only 
« family tranſactions; Sir H. B. found them ſo, and ac- 
« cordingly ſealed them up very carefully, and returned them 
„ to Arnold by his ſervant (%. | 47 
The 


(a) P. 12. 


% For what end could Sir H B. deſire to know the particulars 
of 3B— s courtſhip of Mrs, Arnold from her brother's own 
mouth? It could not be for private curioſity: for Arnold owns 


: (p. 12.) 
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The above particulars I took down from Sir H. B=—g's 
own mouth, Which, he will, I make no doubt, conflrm to 


any one who ſhall ſpeak to him on the ſubject. © 


The following letter from Mr. Arnold to the Reverend, 
Mr. Douglas, a copy of which himſelf hath, publiſhed, is a 
full confutation of the vile inſinuations uſed to repreſent Mr. 
D. as one who would have endeavoured to make him 
charge Br as the murderer of his fifter (c). I have 
reprinted it exactly from the original put into my hands 
without preſuming to alter the, grammar or ſpelling. = 


" Reverend Sir, . 
I have maturely Conſider'd of your Application to me, and 
ſay in an ſuere; that I Can't Conſent to having the abe of 
my Dear Siſſer diſturb'd after ſo meny Years /aying Quiet, as 
the Affair on the Carpet have never been publicly talkt of 
þ me, or any, of her other Relations or friends. Sir Harry 
Bedingfeld Can't but Remember, when I had the Honour to 
wait on him, that I then enjoin'd him to Secrecy, on my 
Siſter's Account, as much may be ſaid about it. I do now 
declare to you, I am abſolutely againſt ir, and am, Sir, 


Your mot humble Servant, 


St. All ins Firat e 41 Wu. ARNOLD. 
e | November 28. 1756. 


P. S. I am ſorry I am, prevented by particular buſineſs 
from waiting on you in Perſon as I had engaged, | 


* -. + Can 
$) | | ; 
© " 
% . "7 4 


(p. 12:) that Sir H. had been acquainted with the whole affair be- 
fore, and for the ſame reaſon Sir H B. could not be di/appointed 
upon Arrold's telling him he had no letter of B—-5—vex'd, I 
own, he might be, It could not be to ftrengthen the opinion Sir 
H. B. had of B——r; by Sir Hs behaviour one may conclude he 
entertained the ſame opinion of him at that time, as nine parts out 
of ten of the nation entertain of him at this juncture, Muſt it not, 
then, be far reaſons not conſiſtent with ſecrecy, reaſons obvious to 
every one that has read or heard of the ſix letters? Sure this accu- 
_ fation againſt Sir H. B. of breaking his word of honour, in its own 
nature deftroys 1tfelf ! | FOR | : 

(c) P. 31. i 8 
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Can aay one read the foregoing letter, and not be amazed, 
that a charge ſhould now be brought, that Mr. A. was de- 
fired to atteſt any thing more than was true? Every ane 
who peruſes it muſt Tee, that when it was writ (which was ſince 
the only time that the writer and Mr. D. ever ſpoke to r) 
he had not then taken it into his head to repreſent Mr. O, 
as one who had endeaygured to make him charge &——n 
as the murderer of his ſiſter, contrary to truth. For in this 
letter, which we know was really writ by Arnold, there is the 
fulleſt acknowlegement that he was aſked, to ſay nothing but 
the truth. He will not difturb the aſhes of his fiſter the affair 
has not been publicly talkt of by him, or any of her other re- 
lations—he had enjoired ſecrecy on his ſiſter's account much 
might be ſaid about it. Theſe are his own words, wards 
which imply every thing that could poſſibly be expreſſed of 
the truth of the caſe which he was deſired to aſcertain publicly, 
and which he thought proper not to conſent to (d). 


Another charge againſt Mr. D. is, that he broke his word 
to M. A. with regard to the publication of the tory. But 
as Arnold's own letter canfuted the firſt charge, this is an- 
fiwered by the printed pamphlets themſelves, in which the 
intelligence concerning Mrs. 4 that is ſuppoſed to have come 
from Mr, D. is contained. For ſo far is B—r's courtſhip 
of Mrs. A. as related by her brother to Sir H. and confirmed 
by him to Mr. D. from being publiſhed in theſe pamphlets, 
that in B:wer and Till:mont, where it was firſt hinted. at, 
without any names at all, the reaſon is given why it was 
not prb/tſhedg vir. Leſt the relation of it ſhould give pain to per» 
fons of merit, whoſe injured relations have experienced that 
Mir. B-r has ns r:-gard to the miſt ſacred ol ligatians (e); and 
tho” the ſtory is again juſt hinted at in the Full Confutation (/, 
care was taken not to put the name at full length, nor 10 
mention any of the circumſtances, nor upon whoſe authority it 
was related, nor any one particular that could make the ſtory 
public, or known to any but to thoſe. immediately concerned, 
or point out'the-perſen to be Mrs, Arnold a Milliner at Bath, 
aud fifter to William Arnold Apothe:ary in St. Alban's Street. 


(4) Happy is it for Mr. D. that he did not receive Anolis 
anſwer by word of mouth; and that he can appeal to ſo authentic 
a proof as the above letter, as a confutation of the vile charge. 


Mr. 


(e) P. 82. P. 43. ” 


\ 
| ( 137 ) 
Mr. D. was in full poſſeſſion of the ſtory, from Sir H. B. 
without any injunction of ſecrecy, and conſequently had full 


right to ſpeak of it publicly upon that authority, But, as he 


had not been able to procure the authority of the brother, he 
was ſo delicate as to deny himſelf the, right he really had; 
little dreaming, that ſo ungenerous a return could have been 
the conſequence. 


But Mr. A. having himſelf thought proper to diſturb the 
aſhes of his fifler, Mr. D. thinks himſelf free from all kind of 
obligation to conceal any longer what he had from Arnald's 
own mouth about the courtſhip, and hath given me leave to 
mention that, beſides the particulars atteſted above by Sir 
H. B. Mr. A. (who ſaid not a word of his hearing this only 
from his ſiſter's maid-ſervant, but ſpoke of it as of a tranſac- 
tion, of the truth of which he had the higheſt evidence) told 
him, that B—r had taught his ſiſter Italian that many of 
his letters to her were ſigned Hu/band——that ſhe had refu- 
ſed good offers on B—-'s account, and, in particular, Mr,— 
an attorney at Bath; and that, tho' he could not poſitively ſay 
what was the real cauſe of her death, for her health had ſuf- 
fered by an unſucceſsful law-ſuit, yet that, from the time ſhe 
heard of B—7's marriage, ſhe took little ar no - nouriſhment 
but what ſhe got from cordials, and diad in a few months. 
I Theſe particulars, and the name of the relater, would 
never have been publicly mentioned by this gentleman, if he 
had not been forced to ſpeak out in his own vindication.—I 
ſhall only add with regard to Mr. D. that he is not aſhamed 
to be looked upon as one of the many clergymen of the 
church of England, a lift of whoſe names would be very formi- 
dable to Mr, B—r, who think the tracing of the charge 
| againſt him to the bottom is doing a real ſervice to the 
proteſtant religion. Sir H. B—4's intimacy with pro- 
teſtants of the firſt diſtinction, will account to thoſe, Who 
know any thing of Mr. D's connexions, for his having had 
early acceſs to know of the Six Letters, the foundation of the 
charge. Hoping and wiſhing to find Mr. B—r innocent (g), he 
* 5 uſed 
Mr. D. can give a moſt convincing proof of his being in- 
clined to ſerve Mr. B. in this affair, before this was rendered im- 
poſſible. Mr. D. heard of the letters to Sheldon in the Sprin 
1755, that is, near a year W them himſelf. Shock 
2 . 


- 


. 


+ wo ———— aux * — Pr of 
2 — 
4 * 3 * 


2 


oo 
\ 
1. 

, 
4 
4 . 1 
0 N 7 

= 

: 


5 SOS EN 
— ti Lge a eo 


3 


_ 2 eee 


> — 


—_ 
— 5 


— 
Fr 
2 nid one rar her et 


144 
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he uſed the utmoſt circumſpection in forming his judg- 
ment concerning them; and, having formed it upon evi- 
dence which he thought inconteſtable, he can reflect on 
the part he has acted with regard to this diſpute, with the 
pleaſing ſatisfaction of having done nothing but what he 
thought was his duty as a good ſubject, an honeſt man, and 
a proteſtant clergyman. The only thing he can blame him- 
ſelf for, is his having hazarded a private converſation with a 
man he knew nothing of—a converſation which, had not the 
above letter been writ, it might have been poſſible to miſre- 


reſent; ſince, even tho' the letter exiſts, the attempt has 
een made, | 


A few remarks on the other parts of the pamphlet which 


occaſions this poſtſcript, will preſent us with a curious ſpe- 
cimen of folly and inconſiſtency. 


P. 16. Arnold's Jeſuit conſeſſor is made to tell him, That 
they bave great things in the gift of their order with which 
B—r had been tempted. B—r tells the public, over and (5) 
over again, making this one of the capital arguments againſt 
the 3 of the letters, that the Jeſuits had nothing 
which could tempt him from his advantageous ſituation here. 


Is the Jeſuit confeſſor, or the Ex- jeſuit B-r, to be 
believed? GEE 


TY: Mr. Arncld is made to fay, that his Jeſuit conſeſſor 
told him that f intvall died an obſtinate heretic.——Tho 


at the news, and unwilling to believe any thing haſtily to the diſ- 
advantage of a perſon who appeared in the x far of a pro- 
teſtant champion, he thought it an act of humanity to think of 
apprizing Mr, B. of: the charge which was levelled: againſt him: 
and, as 1his was a very delicate affair, he waited on à gentleman, 
who, he knew, frequently ſaw Mr. B. and begged him to. commu- 
 nicate this intelligence to his friend, becauſe, the ſooner he knew 
it, it would be in his power to guard himſelf more effectually, and 
be better prepared for his N Whoever would know the 
certainty of this fact, may receive ſatisfaction from Dr. Macaul.y 
- an eminent phyſician in Poland. Strert,. Who was the gentleman 
Mr. D. waited upon, as above; who accordingly called upon Mr. 
Berwver three or four times for that purpoſe, but he was told ſoon 
after that he was gone into the country, ſo that he did not fee him 
for ſeveral month:, | 
(5) See his copies of the letters, p. 22. his Second Part, p. 48. 
his Reply, p. 25. 
| | author 
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author of the Six Letters Illuſtrated mentions. the report of 
his dying a papiſt. — Admirable. proof of the confederacy ri- 
diculouſly aſſerted, between the detector of B— and the 


Jeſuits ! Any other perſon would have drawn a very dif- 
ferent inference, and would have confeſſed, from this very 
inſtance, that the detector had only proteſtant information to 
aſſiſt him; and if this report, known to be very public 
amongſt proteſtants who remembered Dr. Aſpinwall, be a 
falſe one, the mentioning of it has /«c4ily been the occaſion of 
doing juſtice to the Doctor's memory. 


Arnold makes his F:/uit give a hideous character of a gen- 
tleman whom they ſuppoſed to be the detector of Br, 
ſaying that he was the means of all this diſturbance—by over- 
atling his part (p. 23.), and calling the while a very uncbriſi- 
ian proceeding (p. 20). Does this prove that the detection of 
B—r came from the Jeſuits? Perhaps the 77s xa called it 
unchriſtian, becauſe it is anti-popiſh; an offence which a 
ſincere proteſtant has, no doubt, great reaſon to be aſhamed 


9 


P. 23. This Arnold ſays, when B—r and Tillemont came 
out, it made the cauſe of the perſecution againſt Br very con- 
ſpicuous to him. viz.— The Hiſtory of the Popes —Bower ſays it 
was.—'The zuthor of the Compariſon, on the other hand, 
ſays he wrote his pamphlet -to expoſe the inſufferable inſo- 
lence and vanity of that pretence, by ſhewing that a miſerable 
plagiary could never be formidable to the church of Rome. 


Here are two different facts aſſerted by the two parties. 
How ſhall we get to the knowledge of the truth? By obſer- 
ving the method employed to diſcredit the hiſtory. If a 
real, formidable book was to be diſcredited, the method was 
to expoſe the ill faith of the hiſtorian, in falſifying or per- 
verting facts. If the ridiculous pretence of a fooliſh book's 
being formidable be to be expoſed, what is the method 
then? Without doubt, to ſheyy the man to be an inſignifi- 
cant plagiary. The author of Bewer and Tillemint com- 


- pared, has purſued this latter method, and fully proved his 
point. | 
By theſe letters of. Arnold's it appears, that if there was a 


popiſh plot againſt B—-r, it has been carried on in a very 
S 2 different 
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different manner from what plots, — eſpecially popiſh plots, 
have been carried on, v7z. neither by falſe evidence, nor for- 
ged papers. According to theſe two infamous letters, the 
Feſuits hunted for B—r's handwriting, till one of them was 
almeſt dead (i) How needleſs, if they were ſuch maſters of 
the art of forgery! When they were unable to authenticate 
the Six Letters, they confeſs no forgery.— When they preſs 
Arnold to give his teſtimony, they defire him to ſay nothing 
but the truth, as appears from his letter to Mr. D. which 
muſt remain a laſting monument of the writer's being a fit 
champion for ſuch a caule. 


* * . * 


But if Aunad's modeſty be on the ſtretch, this is nothing 


in reſpect of our anonymous clergyman, who has the front 
after he has laid before the eyes of the public theſe two let- 


ters, to inſult their underſtanding as never human under- 
ſtanding was before inſulted where he ſays, that B—r is 
thereby cleared of the principal articles of the charge brought 


againſt him ¶ aſſociating with the Jeſuits ef lending money 


ts Hill, (k) &c. Whereas there is nothing in the letters 
that has the leaſt tendency to free B from thoſe charges, 


all Arzo!d's diſcourſe with the Jeſuits being long poſterior to 


thoſe tranſaQions, all which are charged upon him to have 
been prior to the publication of his hiſtory. Can this poſ- 
fibly be ſaid by a clergyman of the church of England ? Can 


it poſſibly be ſaid by any man but Bx himſelf ? 


The note (4) p. 35. detects the impoſture of the pam- 
phlet. Could a clergyman, could any other man, could any 
other creature but H himſelf, ſay he wonders a ſingle per- 
fon can be found in this whole nation, who cculd ſwallow the 
gr:ſs nonſenſe, 8c. of the detector of Br, when he muſt 
know that the detections have been read, and carefully read, 
by the moſt eminent men in the kingdom, for rank, ſtation, 
and litcrature ; and when he muſt know further, that the bo- 
dy of theſe have declared, in all converſations, their thorough 
perſuaſion of the truth of the charge in all its material circum - 


- ſtances ? I bis compliment on the public judgment could cone 
only from Br himſelf, and from Br in deſpair, 


(i) P. 1. (4) P. 34. 


f. 37 


| ( tar } Fs 

P. 37. Note (B). B—r is now at his laſt gaſp, and 
catches at any thing to ſave himſelf from drowning : he ca- 
joles the diſſenters of all denominations—but to little purpoſe 3 
for he will find, that they are equally his enemies with the 
eſtabliſhed clergy, and for the ſame reaſon—they are friends 
to truth. As to Commin and Heath, if they be real parallels 
of Bx, I ſhould indeed think them; as this man calls them, 
imaginary impoſiars; for I believe one mult have recourſe to 
the inventive faiulty of the imagination, to match him. 


P. 39. Providence, wè are told, has ſeaſonably interpoſed, 
&c. in favour of B—r, This is juſt the ſame kind of pro- 
vidence that interpoſed in the wonders of his eſcape ; only 
with this difference, that, tho! he eſcaped the inquiſition, he 
never will eſcape the author of his detection. a 


P. 40. (D.) He tells us as confidently that the Jeſuits of- 
fered Bir all they could offer, and he ceuld deſire, to regain 
him, as if he had it under their hands. But we have it un- 
der B—r's hand, that he courted them to be received to 
grace, Now, fee the evidence on either part. The firſt is 
collected from a letter without date, written by a man with- 
out abode; and all this on the faith of the moſt wretched 
anonymous ſcribler that ever defiled paper. The other, that 
Br courted the Jeſuits, is on the faith of a ſeries of origi- 
nal letters, that have undergone all kind of ſcrutiny to aſcer- 
tain their authenticity, 


The exhortations of the o:trage:us ſcribler cannot be read 
ſeriouſly—Let him, in the next place, aſk pardon of his Prince 
—for vilifying and debaſing a man whom he. hath been pleaſed 
to honour, (1) &c. I ſhall expect, that the college of phyſicians 
will be arraigned ſhortly, by the ſellers of quack medicines, 
pon in the news-papers under the authority of the royal 
icence, for laughing, or exclaiming againſt thoſe numerous 
and vile impoſtures. i 

B—rs d/playing truth, and unmaſting popery, of which he 
talks ſo wildly (n), is an exploit much like Faſaff's. Phe 
work is not now to do. It has been done long ago by our 


YP. 45. (] P. 46, 47- 
| Chillingworths 
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# ( 142 ) 
Chillingworths and our Barrows. Or, if the breathleſs bulk 
of popery was to be killed over again, I confeſs that B-—7'$ 
wooden dagger was as fit as any other for this mighty 
exploit, | | | r 


P. 47. (Note F.) It is hard to ſay, which Mr. B-r 
© hath reaſon to dread moſt, the holy inquiſition of Mace- 
d rata, or the new inquiſition of Father D—s,” It is ea- 
fily determined. Mr. Br hath moſt reaſon to dread the 
latter. For, tho” he did once run ſome riſłk from Pius neas 
MAumtocuculi, Vicar of Macerata, we know that the tribunal 
of J. Montecuccali, Lord Inquiſitor, never exiſted but to give 
exerciſe to Mr. B—r's providences, As to that of F. D. it 
never was employed, nor never will be employed, but to de- 
tet impoſtors, who are become a ſcandal and diſgrace to 
ſociety. And if this is to be called an ES "7 Elin hope, 
he, and every lover of truth, every friend of -proteſtantiſm, 
will, by the grace of God, exerciſe it on any fitting occaſion, 
without Conſulting any beſides their conſcience, their ho- 
nour, th r duty, | 


I join, with this good divine, in wiſhing, at his concluſion, 
all poſſible things to Mr. B-. He may go duun to the 
grave in peace, full of years (n), full of money. But how he 
ſhould go down full of honour, after having ſo perfectly 
.emptied himſelf of it, I cannot conceive, Would it not be a 
better wiſh then, and conclude the period as well—to ſay, 
full of repentance ? 


And now it is full time to take my leave of the two So/ias 
of the farce, the country clergyman, and his dear friend Mr. 
B—r, who are perpetually encountering each other. The 
clergyman never appears but the Ex-jeſuit, his ſecond ſelf, is 
diſturbing the ſcene; and the He Syia enters into all the 
quarrels, intereſts, paſſions, of the J. Sofia ſo entirely, that 


they are changing perſons in every period. And the whole 


pamphlet preſents us with the trueſt image of one of thoſe in- 


- - Coherent dreams, in which we are buſied in catching at one 


perſon, who. immediately becomes another the moment you 
attempt to ſeize him. As to Mr. Arnold, who has commen- 


z) P. 47. 
(* P. 47 . 


| ( 149 I 
ced a great author, and ſo much improved in his grammar 
and Falle ſince Nov. 28, 1756, may he, I wiſh it fincerely, 
keep, for the future, ſteady to that faith to which he is re- 
turned, and be proof againſt new convictions. 


And once more I take a final l:ave of my old friend the 76. 
ſuit, whom I congratulate on his honourable place in the 
Badliian Library, where his friends and his enemies may viſit 
him at pleaſure, and read lectures on ſimilitude of hands and at- 
teſted records, and become acquainted with the offspring of his 
brain, — Vincenzo della Torre and F. Mentecuco'li, Future at- 


tempts to perpetuate his impoſitions on proteſtants, may call - 


forth future detectors; and new evidence may come to light 
even ſtill. In either of cheſe caſes, the B. u- rian controverſy 
may revive but, at preſent, the public will expect hoſtilities, 
at leaſt on my part, to ceaſe. 


N. B. The publication of this pamphlet was delayed ſome days, 
in hopes of ſeeing Mr. B—r's One very remarkable Fact more, ad- 
vertiſed to be publiſhed on Thurſday laſt, If this Fact be of as 
little conſequence to his juſtification, as the other very remarkable 
Facts to which we have here goes a proper reply, it would be un- 

worthy of our notice; and if it ſhould turn out to be only a repe- 
tition of perſonal abuſe, the public will juſtly look upon it as the 
laſt agonies of an expiring impoſtor. But, if any anſwer ſhould ap- 
pear to be in the leaſt neceſſary, ſuch anſwer ſhall be immediately 
printed, and 2 gratis; the gentlemen concerned in this de- 
tection being determined to put the public to no farther expence 
on a ſubject already fo entirely exhauſted, 
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NUM B. II. 


ID EM facio per preſentes Ego S. Romæ et Univerſalis 


Iaquiſitionis, Natarius infraſcriptus, qualiter diligenter 
| Tana Regiſtris Patentatorum S.Officii Anconæ, inveni P. 
quam fuifſe neque eſſe Conſultorem pro dicto 8. Officio An- 
conz, in Civitate Maceratenſi. In quorum fidem, &c, da- 


tum Rome ex Palatig dictæ S. Inquiſitionis, hac die 4 De- 
cembtis, 1756. . 85 5 


: 


Archibaldum 9 Jeſu, natione Anglum, nun- | 1 
j 
1 


Ita eſt Ego EvssBrus AnT?. Caramel | 
S. Rom** et Unalis Inq*i* Not* in fide, | 


— 


— — - FRE 
— —_ —— —————jä— _— 


N. B. The Impreſſion of the Seal 
not being ſtrong, the Engraver 
could not trace it exactly. 
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NUMB. III. 


| Macerata, 19 Marzo, 1757. 
— Quanto ha ſcritto, ſe circa il Conte Vincenzo della 
Torre, e che lui ſia ſtato conſultor del 8. Officio e tutto falſiſſi- 
mo arcifalſiſſimo, e ſe lui non ſe n' andava ſarebbe incappato 
Jui nel S. Officio per neri attentati. Sappia, che i Geſuiti in 
queſto ſtato mai han potuto porre il naſo nel S. Officio, ne 
ſotto queſto Cielo è ſtato mai il Conte Vincenzo della Torre. 
Riſpondo queſti pochi verſi, accio non m'accuſi negligente a 
ſuoi domandi, e coſtantemente mi rafſegno 


Suo Servo Oblig"® 


P. AscENZZIARII. 


Macerata, 30 Aprile, 1757. 
A. C. Prone Stiſsno 
U BIT O tornato il Padre Vicario del S. Ufficio, non 


mancai comunicarle la ſua intorno alli ſuppoſti fatti falſi 
ſtampati del Padre Bouer indegno Apoſtata, ed il medemo m' 
accerto eſſer tutto falſo, tanto dell' efler Conſultore, quanto 
del fatto di Vincenzo della Torre, ma ſiccome qui non è In- 
quiſizione, non vi è il regiſtro de Patentati, e pero aurebbe ſerit · 
to all Inquiſitor d' Ancona, per far venir le Giuſtificazioni; 
L' Inquiſitor gl' ha riſpoſto, che gia g!' erano note tutte Þ ini- 
que falſità ſcritte dal Bouer, e che di tutto aveva mandato in 
Roma autentiche giuſtificazioni per doverſi inviare a Londra 
dal Perſonaggio che gl” ele ha richieſto, le quali al giunger di 
queſto ſaran no coſti, onde ſopra cio ſatis. — Sempre pronto a 
ſeryirla mi raſſegno di lei Ser, Obſ. 


PgOSPERO ASCENZIARIL. 
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NUM B. W. 


OS F. Joſeph Ignatius Zabberoni de Ravenna Ord- 

Prædicatorum Sac. Theologie Magiſter, et in Civita- 
tibus, ac Dioceſibus Anconæ, Auximi, Oeſii, Senogagliz, 
Laureti, Recineti, Maceratæ, Tolentini, aliiſq; Terris, et 
Locis annexis, et conſuetis, Marchiæ Anconitanz Inquiſitor 
Generalis à ſancta ſede Apoſtolica contra hæreticam pravita» 
tem ſpecialiter delegatus ; 


FIDE M facimus, et in verbo veritatis atteſtamur, im- 
primis, nunguam exercuiſſe Officium Inquiſitoris nec Qualifi- 
catoris Reverendum Patrem in Chriſto Archibaldum Bower, 
Soc. Jeſu, natione Scoticum. Secundo; eodem modo ſupra- 
dicto fidem facimus et confirmamus, 8. Inquiſitionem Ma- 
ceratæ ſubjectam eſſe huic noſtræ Inquiſitioni Generali Anco- 
næ, et ſemper nos deputaſſe noſtrum Vicarium ibi, ſcilicet 
Maceratæ, vel noſtri Predeceſſores; unde manifeſte conſtat, 
ut ſupra, nunquam fuiſſe ibi vel Inguiſitorem, vel 2 
rem ſupradictum Patrem Archibaldum Bower, Soc. Jeſu, E 


Anconæ, et illam Maceratæ ſubjectam eſſe noſtræ generali 
Anconæ. In quorum, fidem, &c. quæque et manu noſtr4 
ſubſcripſimus, et ſigillo noſttæ S. Inquiſitionis firmavimus. 


Datum ex noſtris Ædibus S. Inquiſitionis Generalis Anco- 
nz, Kal. Aprilis, Anno Domini 1757. 


Ita eſt F. Josh IN ATTIUS ZABBERONT, 
Inq Generalis Anconæ, manu propria. 


T 2 Nos 


t eti- 
am conſtat ex dictis noſtram Inquiſitionem generalem eſſe 
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NUMB. v. 


Os F. Joſeph Ignatius Zabberoni de Ravenna Ordinis 
IN Prazdicatorum, ae. Theologiæ Magiſter; In Civitati- 
bus, et Dioceſibus Anconæ, &Æeſii, Senogagliz, Laureti, Re- 
eineti, Maceratæ, Tolentini, Auximi, Cinguli, nec non in 


aliis locis annexis, et conſuetis Marchiæ Anconitane contra 


Hæreticam pravitatem a S. Sede Apoſtolica ſpecialiter Dele- 
gatus Inquiſitor Generalis. 5 8 * 


UNIVERSIS, ac ſingulis has noftras viſuris, leQuris 
pariter, et audituris fidem indubiam facimus, atque teſtamur 
Officium SS Tnquifitionis in Civitate, ac Diæceſi Macera- 
tenſi non ſolum ante Annum 1720, ſed a ſua Origine ſubjec- 
tum fuiſſe, prout eſt de præſenti huic noſtræ Anconitanæ Ge- 
nerali Inquiſitioni, ac gubernari per Vicarium Foraneum nobis 
ſubjectum; Et à die 5 Maii 1724, uſque ad diem 20 Martii 
1731, munus Vicarii Foranei Maceratenſis in omnibus quoad 
officium ſubdite Predeceſſoribus noſtris exercuiſſe R. P. Lec- 
torem F. Pium Eneam Montecuculi, prout apparet in Regiſtro 
Patentatorum ad pag. 42. In quorum Fidem &c. Datum An- 
conz ex Ædibus So Inquiſitionis die 17 Novembris 1757. 


Ita eſt F. Joszyn Iovarrus 
ZaßBERO NI, Inq" Genie 
manu propria. Lg 


> > LAM 


O 


ANGELUS Bonvini,Notarius, 
et Cancel Gen! i: S. Inqu®i», 
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NUM B. VI. 


In Nome di Dio, Amen. 


Chiunque vedri, leggera, e udira parimente queſta mia 
A lettera, fo piena, ed indubitata fede, e con parole di ve - 
Tita atteſto, che per le maggiori diligenze fatte nelle notizie di 
mia Caſa, non trovo che alcuna delle mie Donne Antenate fi- 
aſi maritata col Sig" Conte Vincenzo della Torre Macerateſe. 
Il che fe fuſſe doverei pur ſapere o per la Parentela che ne ſe- 
ouitaſſe, o per altra notizia. Anzi non ſolo col detto Sig* 
Conte. Vincenzo, ma ne pure con altro dei Signori Conti Tor- 
ri di Macerata, v'e ſtato per mia cognizione alcun' Parentato. 


In fede di che ho ſottoſcritto queſta lettera teſtimoniale. Fer- 


mo queſto di 16 Aprile, 1757. 


Jo, CrisTIANO CA, ConSTANTINI, | 


N nomine Dei, Amen. Fidem facio per preſentes Ego 
Notarius Publicus Curialis, ac Collegialis Firmanus infra- 
. Qualiter coram me preſens et perſonaliter conſtitutus, 
e Illuſtriſſimus Nobilis Vir Dominus Capitanus Criſ- 
tianus Copſtantini, filius bonæ memoriæ Joannis Auguſtini 
Majoris Militiarum duarum Provinciarum Marchiz, Status 
Pontificii Patritius, Firmanus ex Nobili, et unica Patricia Fa- 
milia Conſtantini, etatis ſuæ annorum quadraginta quinque, 
mihi &c. cognitus, meditatis &c. recognovit, et recognoſcit 
ejus ſubſcriptionem per ipſum confectam in calce ſupraſeriptæ 
ejus atteſtationis, eſſe exaratam ejus propria manu, literis, et 
caractere &c. omniaq; et ſingula in ea contenta, et expreſſa 
vera fuiſſe, et eſſe affirmavit &c. præterea tactis ſcripturis &c. 
juravit. Ideo in præmiſſorum fidem hie me ſeripſi ſubſerip- 
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( 150) 
ſi, et publicavi requiſitus Firmi hac die decima ſexta Aprilis 


1757. Indictione quinta, Tempore Pontificatus Sanctiſſimi 
in Chriſto Patris et Domini noſtri, Domini Benedicti Di- 


vina Providentia Papz Decimi quarti, &c, 


Ax row ius Henricvs MARTELL, 
Notarius ſupradictus rogatus. 


(151) 


A LEXAN DER Borgia Dei et S. Apoſtolicæ ſedis 
A Gratia, Archiepiſcopus, et Princeps Firmanus Sanctiſſi- 

omini Noſtri Pape, Prelatus Domeſticus et aſſiſtens Univer- 
fis, &c. ſupraſcriptum Dominum Antonium Henricum Mar- 
telli eſſe talem qualem ſe facit, ſuiſque publicis et conſimili- 
bus ſcriptionibus tam Judicio, quam extra ſemper adhibitam 
fuiſſe, et de preſentibus quoque fidem adhiberi teſtamur, 


Firmi ex Archiepiſcopio 16 Aprilis, 1757. 1 


L. Caxorus Gvennienr, 
Pro Viearius Generalis. | 
E. A. MajoraAxvus, 
P. Cancel. Generalis. 
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N UM B. VII. 


e Ol Macerata, 31 Maggio, 1757. 

A. C. e Fne Stimo. | D 
| T O tralaſciato fin qui darvi ragguaglio di quanto vi com- 
piaceſſivo commandarmi con voſtra Lettera delli 22 
arxo paſſato, perche ho voluto far ricercar eſattamente, ſe 
vi ſia ſtato dal anno 1650, in poi, da noi il Conte Vincenzo 
della Torre. Sono ſtate tutte fruſtranee le perquiſizioni fatte, 
e ne” libri publici della Cita, come pure dell' Archivio. Se 
credete mai, che poteſſe aver origine della Caſa, che abbiamo 
di preſente, poſſo io atteſtarvi il contrario, mentre ſono pochi 
anni, che dimora da Noi, ed è originaria da Civita nova, et a- 

bitava in M** ſanto. | 
Reſta che voi mi diciate, ſe volete la giuſtiſicazione auten- 
tica del noſtro Seg i della Città, o d' altrui, che a viſta ne ſa- 
rete ſervito. Scuſate di grazia, ſe ho differito fin qui adem- 
pire a ĩ voſtri commandi, mentre cio e derivato per eſſer ſta- 
to molto tempo aſſente dalla Citta, ed a chi n'aveo data la 
Come non prima di ieri quà in Mie dell' Olmo mi fia data 


queſto riſcontro, ed io ſono ſulla vigilia della partenza per 


Macerata, per dove ſe vaglio a ſervirvi commandatemi accer- 
tandovi che tengo viva la Memoria di Tutti di voſtra caſa, che 
vi prego ſalutarmi con tutti gl amici. Addio a 


” Voſtro, &c. 


CARLO CosTa, 


8 NUM B. 


(163) 


NUM B. VIII. 


DHIBITIS exactis, multiſque repetitis diligentiis in 
publicis Libris Ill-*®* Communitatis hujus Civitatis Ma- 
ceratz, in hac Secretaria Priorali exiſtentibus, quondam D. 
Comitem Vincentium de 'Turre nullo unquam tempore nec 
in præſtantiſſimo Reformatorum Elencho, nec in Nobiliſſimo 
Credentiariorum Catalogo, nec in nobili Magiſtratus cetu, 
& neque tandem in numero ſimplicium Civium hujus Civita- 
tis prædictæ reperiri deſcriptum adnotatum, ſeu obſignatum, 

lenam indubitatamque fidem facio, verboque veritatis teſtor 
Ego Notar ius publicus, & Secretarius infraſcriptus. Et quia 
veritas ſic ſe habet; ideo in præmiſſorum ſidem hic me ſeripſi, 
22 ac ſolito meo quo utor Signo munivi, & publicavi, 
req”, &c. hac die 19 Julii, 1757. ; 


* 


Ita eſt Anpreas Corot ovr de 
Monte Santo pub* Apoſtolica 
Autoritate Not* in Archꝰ Roms. 
Curiz deſcript. Et ad preſens 
Illaze Communitatis Maceratz 
Secretarius, in fidem, &. 
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NU M B. IX. 


GO infraſcriptus, in Provincia Romana Societatis Jeſu 

Fræpoſitus Provincialis, Fidem facio ac teſtor Archi- 
baldum Bower Scotum, ſocietati noſtræ adſcriptum fuiſſe in 
hac Romani Provincia die 9 Decerybris anno 1706, in ea- 
que, ſuo tempore, Sacerdotio intim, & ad ſolemnem qua- 
tuor votorum Profeſſionem promotum per viginti circiter an- 
nos commoratum fuiſſe, donec anno 1726, inſalutato hoſpite, 
ex Italia diſceſſit. Eo tempore, quo apud nos moram fecit, 
Philoſophicis ac Theologicis ſtudiis vacavit, ſane cum bono 


proſectu: non ita tamen, ut non plures ex Condiſcipulis in- 


genio ac doctrina ſibi non pares modo, verum etiam ſuperio- 
res haberet. Adhibitus eſt etiam tum ante, tum poſt abſolu- 


ta ſtudia in miniſteriis propriis noſtræ Societatis ſicut, ut cæ- 


teri: Sine ulla tamen prærogativa, que denotaret ſpeciale in 
eo meritum aliquod agnoſci, quo cæteris præemineret. Sig- 
nanter nunquam addictus fuit Rhetoricæ docendæ in Gollegio 
Romano, niſi forte aliquando ad breve tempus paucorum die- 
rum, ut ſæpe fit, ſupplendo vices magiſtri : multoque minus 
deſtinatus fuit ſucceſſor Patri Franciſco Flaminio occaſione 
profectionis ejuſdem in Saxoniam, quæ profectio eſt omnino 
commentitia, cum nè cogitatum de illa unquam fuerit, quod 
ego ſciam. Quæ omnia, ex Catalogis, & Informationibus 
in Archivio noſtræ hujus Romanæ Provinciz aſſervatis, fide- 
liter extracta, ut omnibus certò conſtent, præſens teſtimoni- 
um mea manu ſubſcriptum meoque ſigillo munitum dedi, 
Romæ in Collegio Romano die 8 Martii 1757. 


Hitaonimus RiporrI S. I. 
Prepos“ Provin'i* Proy** Romane, 


4 


„ 
NUM B. X. 

N Cubiculo Patris Provincialis aſſervatur Liber manuſcri- 

ptus in 4** continet paginas 142, Titulus, Catalogus So- 
ciorum Provinciæ Romanæ Societatis Jeſu, Incipit, P. P. 
Profeſſi quatuor Votorum, pag 10. habetur, P. Archibaldus 
Bower Scotus natus 1686, 17 Januarii, Ingreſſas 1706, 9 
Decembris, Profeſſus 1723, 2 Februarii. 

In Archivio Provinciæ Romanz aſſervantur ſequentes 20 
Libri M. S. S. in 4. Videlicet, 18. Catalogus brevis Pro- 
vinciæ Romanz anni 170%, ibi pag. 22. ſub titulo, Domus 
Probationis Romana Novitii Scholaſtici. Octavianus, &c. 
Archibaldus Buer g Decembris 1706. 24 u Catalogus bre- 
vis Provinciæ Romanæ anni 1708, ſub titulo eodem qui ſupra 
pag. 20. Arch ibaldus Bower 9 Decembris 1706. 3% Cata- 
talogus ut ſupra anni 1709, ſub titulo Domus Probationis 
Romanz Scholaſtici Rhetoricæ Auditores Hieronymus, &c, 
p. 18. Archibaldus Bower g Decembris 1706. 4** Catalo- 
pus ut ſupra anni 1710. ſub titulo Collegium Romanum Scho- 
aſtici Philoſophiæ anno 24 Contuccius, &c. pag. 10. Archi- 
Baldus Bower. 5 Catalogus ut ſupra anni 1711, ſub titulo 
Collegium Romanum Scholaftici Philoſophiæ Anno 3* Con- 
tuccius, &c, pag. 10. Archibaldus Bower. 6"* Catalogus ut 
ſupra anni 17 12, ſub titulo Collegium Fanenſe, pag. 41. 
Archibaldus Bower Magiſter Humanitat. & prime Claſſis 
Grammatice. Anno primo Magiſterii Præſ. Cong. diſcipu- 
lorum. 7%* Catalogus ut ſupra anni 1713, ſub titulo Col- 
legium Fanenſe, pag. 42. Archibaldus Bower Mag. Humanit. 
Anno 2% Præt. Cong. Diſcipulorum. 82 Cb ut ſu- 
pra anni 1714, ſub titulo Collegium Firmanum, pag. 43. 
Archibaldus Bower Mag. Rhetor. Anno 3 Magiſterii Præt. 
Cong, ſuorum Diſcipulorum. qu Catalogus brevis ut ſupra 
anni 1715, ſub titulo Collegium Firmanum, Pag. 41. Archi- 
baldus Bower, Mag. Rhetor. Anno 4 Præt. Cong. ſuorum 
diſcipulorum. 10 Catalogus brevis ut ſupra anni 1716, 
ſub titulo Collegium Firmanum, pag. 38. Archibaldus Bower 
Mag. Rhetor. 1 5to Præt. — ſuorum diſcipulorum. 
11% Catalogus brevis ut ſupra anni 1717, ſub titulo Colle- 
gium Romanum Scholaſtici Theologiæ anno prim, P. Ig- 
natius, &c. pag. 9. Archibaldus Bower. 12 Catalogus bre- 
vis ubi ſupra anni 1718, ſub titulo Collegium Romanum Scho- 
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laſtici Theologiz anno 24, P. Ignatius, &c. p. 9. Archi- 
Baldus Bower. 13 Catalogus brevis ut ſupra anni 1719, 
ſub titulo Collegiũm̃ Romanum Scholaſtiei Theologiz anno 
30, P. Petrus, &c. p 9g. Archibaldus Bower, 14 Catalo- 
us brevis ut ſupra anni 1720, ſub titulo Collegium Romanum 
Sebolaftic Theologiz anno 4e, P. Ignatius, &. p. 7. P. 
Archibaldus Bower. 15 u Catalogus brevis ut ſupra anni 
1721, ſub titulo Collegium Aretinum, p. 38. P. Archibaldus 
fg Lector Philoſophiz, anno primo Conſultor, 162 
Catalogus brevis ut ſupra anni 1722, ſub titulo. Collegium 
Aretinum, pag. 37. P. Archibaldus Bawer Lector Philoſophiæ 
anno 24 Conſult, 17% Catalogus brevis ut ſupra anni 1723z 
ſub titulo Domus tertiz Probationis Florentine Patres tertia 
Trobationis, pag. 12. P. Franciſcus, &c. P. Archibaldus 
Bower ; & in eodem Catalogo, ſub titulo Maceratenſe Colle- 
gium, p. 19. P. Archibaldus Bower Lector Metaphy ſicæ. 
15% Catalogus brevis ut ſupra anni 1724, ſub titulo Colte- 
ium Maceratenſe, p. 50. Pater Archibaldus Bower Lectot 
hyſicæ anno 4** in Phil. Catechiſta naſtrorum Fratrum, & 
puellarum Conſultor. 19% Catalogus ut ſupra anni 1725, 
ſub titulo Collegium Maceratenſe, p. 21. P. Archibaldus 
Bower Lector Metaphyſicæ anno 5** in Philoſ. Catechiſta 
Puellarum & Conſultor anno 24% 20 Catalogus ut ſupra 
anni 1726, ſub titulo Peruginum Collegium, pag. 25. P. Ar- 
chibaldus Bawer, Lector Metaphyſicæ anno 6e in Phil. Pro- 
ponit meditationem noſtris Fratribus, 2 1 Catalogus brevis 
ut ſupra, ſub titulo Profecti in alias Provincias, &c. pag. 79. 
P. Archibaldus Bower 1726, in Anglicana, 1 
Item in Cubiculo Patris Provincialis aſſervatur Liber MS, 
in folio, deforis inſcriptus ut ſequitur, Liber de aptis ad le- 
gendum Romæ, & extra ab anno 1692. Ibi anno 1720, ſic 
habetur, Judicium Patris Joannis Baptiſtæ Conti, P. Bernar- 
di de MY ng P. Dominicl Antorii Riccialdi, & P. Joſephi 
Carpani de aptitudine ad legendum eorum ſcholaſticorum, 
ui hoc anno 1720, Theologiam abſoluerunt, Pater Fabius 
Danvetta. Etiam Romæ juxta omnes, & etiam nunc, juxta 
uos. | | N 
P. Laurentius Alticozzi 1 Romæ juxta omnes, & 
P. Joſeph Struglio etiam nunc juxta unum. 
P. Archibaldus Bower. Ubi tres, etiam Roms juxta tres. 
Ubi unus, deinde ubi tres, tum etiam, ſi opus ir, Roma 
juxta unum. e 


P. Aſdrubal Contucci, &c, 
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N Nomine Domini. Amen. Fidem publicam facio, vers 
boque veritatis teſtor Ego Cauſarum Curie Em! & Reva 
om. Almæ Urbis Cardinalis Vicarii Notarius publicus 
infraſcfiptus, qualiter ſub. hac infraſcripta Die requiſitus, 
go idem Notarius pro parte & ad inſtantiam Rmi Patris 
Hieronymi Rodulphi Provincialis Provinciæ Romane ven. 
$ocietatis Jeſu degentis in ven. Collegio Romano de Urbe ad 
effectum extraendi retroſeriptas partitas & Libris, five Catalo- 
gis ſupra enunciatis, & deſeriptis, 5 ipſum Run Pata 
Provincialem exiſtentes prout requiſitioni predictæ annuendo 
circa horam vigeſimam hujus infraſcripti Diei Perſonaliter 
contuli ad ſupradictum Collegium Romanum, & precise in 
Cubiculo ejuſdem Rmi Provincialis, ibique perventus Idem 
Rmus Pater Provincialis mihi, & optimè cognitus, exhibuit 
mihi Notario infraſcripto-Libros ut ſupra enunciatos, ex qui- 
bus extraxi, & exemplavi de verbo ad verbum retrodeſcriptas 
partitas, deindeque facta cum eiſdem originalibus diligenti, 
& accurata collatione illas in omnibus, & per omnia concor- 
dare inveni (ſalvo ſemper, &c.) Originalia verd eidem exhi- 
benti reſtituta fuere, nulla penes me, &c. relicta copia. In 
, 2 omnium, & ſingulorum Teſtimonium, &c. has pre- 
entes manu mea ſubſcriptas, ſigilloque quo utor, munitas 
edidi. Romæ ex officio mei, &c. hac die 24 menſis Martiz 
anno milleſimo ſeptingenteſimo quinquageſimo ſeptimo, In- 
dictione 8 Romanorum, Pontificatu autem in eodem 
Chriſto Patris & Domini noſtri Domini Benedicti, Divina 
Providentia Papz decimi quarti, anno ejus decimo ſeptimo. 
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